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To the Right HoNOuRABLE 1 


$ ROBERT WALPOLE, 
Knight of the Barn, 


Chancellor of His Majeſty's Ex ch unn, 
Firſt Lord Commiſfioner of His Majeſty's 


REASURY, 
A N D 


One of His Majeſly's moſt Honourable 


Privy Councirt, Cc. 


E great Increaſe of the Poor of this 
Nation, and the General bad Oeco- 
nomy with which the immenſe Col- 
SHR lctions made for them are diſtributed, 
have put me upon Publiſhing the following Sheets, 
which contain excellent Inſtructions for Suppreſling | 
Beggary, and Relieving the Poor. 

The Methods laid down in this Treatiſe, have 


been put in Execution with great Succeſs in Pied- 


mas and. Gevey ; and the King of SARDINIA 
142 _ -  orderd 


„a 


The DEDICATION. 
* 


order'd this Book to be Printed in the Year 1717, 
that the World might be acquainted with every Step, 
that had been made in ſo important an Affair. 
Soon after the Republick of Genoua put the ſame 
Scheme in Practice, with equal Succeſs, and that 
State was thereby. freed at once from all its Beg- 
gars. This 1 was a Witneſs to, while 1 had the 
Honour of being Mr. D'avenant's Secretary in Italy. 
[ hope the Book will not be the worſe receiv'd 
for being wrote by a Jeſuit, He was a Man of 
great Wiſdom and Experience, particularly in Af- 
fairs of this Nature, and I have taken Care to 
leave out all that might give Offence in Point 
of Religion, or was not proper in a- Proteſtant 
Country, or inconliſtent with this Conftitution. 


The great Figure, Sir, You make in the State, 


and your peculiar Characters of good Nature, and 
Humanity, have encourag'd me to Jay this Scheme 
before You. If it ſhould happen to be of any Ser- 
vice to the Publick, That will be a ſufficient Plea 
for my troubling You with this EY ISTLE: 
Whatever Reception this Tranſlation may meet 
with, I ſhall not think my Time ill employ'd, 
_ fince I have thereby an Opportunity of aſſuring 
Lou of the profound Reſpect with which I am, 


S I X, 
Tour moſt Obedient and 
moſt oblig'd Humble Servant, 


AB R. CASTRES. 
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PART I. 


The Eſtabliſhment and Regulation of 


the General Hos pTTAL of the 
City of Turin. 


2 
The Neceſſity and Advantage of Public Hoſpitals 
for the POOR. 


HE End which is propoſed in Eſtabliſhing publick 

Hoſpitals, is to baniſh for ever Beggary from a State, 

and to give, with Oeconomy, Order, and Method, ſpi- 

ritual and temporal Relief to all the Poor of a City, 
who would be obliged to beg for Want of thoſe Helps. 


Theſe Foundations are agreeable to the Commandment of 
God in Deuteronomy, to provide for the Neceſſities of the Poor; 


ſo that none among them be forced to beg: There ſhall be no Cap. 1, 


Beggars _ you. And that great God, who of his Nature is 
Charity, and has ordained, that all Chriſtians ſhould be conſidered 
as Members of the ſame Body, Children of the ſame Father, 
and redeemed by the ſame precious Blood; has only ſuffered 
the Diſtinction of Rich and Poor in the World, in Order ta 
unite all Chriſtians in a perpetual Commerce of Charity, which 
conſiſts in a great Meaſure in Preventing the Miſeries of the 
Poor, and keeping them from being reduced to the ſad Extre- 
mity of Begging for their neceſſary Suſtinence. 
Theſe Foundations are alſo agreeable to the Spirit and Tem- 
r of the Church, ſince our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt having ſhed 
fis Blood upon the Croſs, to give us in the Redemption of all 
Men, the higheſt Inſtance of Charity; gave alſo his Spirit to 
the Church, that the might become a fruitful Mother of chari- 
table Perſons, who, by their Liberality to their Brethren, might 
B remove. 
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remove the Occaſions, and prevent the Neceſſity of Begging. 
So far is certain, that as ſoon as this celeſtial Fire was kindled 
in the Hearts ot the Apoſtles, and the other Diſciples, the Earth 
was as it were renewed, by the ſurpriſing Effects of Charity, 
ard the Multitude of Chriſtians became one Heart and one Soul ; 
none of theſe look'd upon their Poſſeſſions, as their own private 
and particular Property, by which Means all Things became 
common, and there were no Poor any longer to. be found 
amongſt them. And the Multitude of them that believed, were of 
one Heart, and of one Soul: Neither ſaid any of them, that ought ef 
the Things which he poſſeſſed, was his own, but they had all: Things 
common. Neither was there any among them that lacked. The 
Congregations, which theſe firſt Chriſtians uſed. to aſſemble, in 
order to relieve the Neceſſitous, were ſo frequent, and the 
Gatherings call'd by St. Paul, Colle&s, ſo copious, as made it 
plainly appear to the Confuſion of Hell, that fraternal Charity, 
no leſs than divine Faith, was the diſtinguiſhing Characteriſtick 
between Chriſtians and Idolaters. 

But nothing proves more evidently the Neceflity of theſe 
publick Hoſpitals, than the. Advantage which thereby. accrues 
to the Publick, both to the Poor and the Rich. 

The Advantage, which thereby accrues to the Publick, is 
great; ſince, not only it is free'd from a vaſt Number of Va- 

rants, ready on all Occaſions to commit Diſorders; but alſo 
| all thoſe Poor, who otherwiſe muſt have begg'd in the 
Streets; and from ſo many Orphans of both Sexes, who muſh 
have led a lazy and looſe Life: But being inſtructed, and us'd 
to labour in theſe Hoſpitals, become in Time good Servants, 
and make good Work-men for the City, and good Labourers 
for the Country. | 

Beſides, the Poor thereby wilt find many uncommon Adyan- 
tages: To be convinced of this, we need only reflec on the 
Miſery they are expoled to, by their Way. of Living ; oblig'd, 
in order to keep from Starving, to indure Cold, Heat, Wind, 
Rain, and all Manner of Weather; to ſleep in open Air; to 
craw! through the Dirt in the Streets, oftentimes covered with 
Sores, and half naked, and often reduced to periſh miſerably in 
the Streets. All theſe Inconveniences are prevented by publick 
Hoſpitals, which not only ſhelter the Poor, but alſo afford 
them all thoſe Helps they ſtand in Need of. 

Of much] greater Importance ſtil}, are thoſe fpiritual Advan- 
tages which reſult to the Poor from theſe 'publick Hoſpitals. 
Foraſmuch as it is but too well known, that, for the moſt part, 
they live without any Senſe of Religion ; or at leaſt without 
any viſible Sign of it. They are continually in or about the. 
Churches, but do they ever ſay their Prayers in them? And dy 


they 


(3) 
they not generally diſturb other People in their Devotion 
by their ſcandalous Importunities ? They live in continual Idle- 
neſs, which is the Fountain of all Vice: Nothing is more com- 
mon amongſt them, than Lying, Perjury and Blaſphemy : Conti- 
nual Murmurings, frequent Diſputes and Quarrels, Lewdneſs, and 
Drunkenneſs, are, as it were, peculiar to them. They deſpiſe 
the Sacraments, hardly ever make uſe of Matrimony, living 
promiſcuouſly one with another, without any Senſe of Shame ; 
they forſake their Children, and, as during their Life-time, they 
never once thought of their Salvation, they generally die without 
any Preparation for another World, or receiving any of the Sa- 
craments. All theſe Abominations and dreadful Diſorders are 
prevented by publick Hoſpitals, in which, the Poor are brought 
up in the Fear of God, and in ſpiritual Exerciſes of Chriſtian Piety. 
The Rich likewiſe, have a conſiderable Advantage from theſe 
publick Hoſpitals : By Reaſon that, altho' thoſe private Alms, 
which they give to the Poor, when there is no publick Hol- 
pital erected, are acceptable to God, appeaſe his Juſtice, and 
move his Mercy; and tho' the holy Scripture promiſes a thou- 
ſand Bleſſings to thoſe, who beſtow their Charity on the 
Poor; nevertheleſs, we muſt allow thoſe private Acts of Charity 
are no wiſe to be compared with thoſe of many Perſons, who 
unite in Offices of Chriſtian Piety, in order to ſuppreſs Beggary, 
by relieving at once, all the Poor of-a City, by the Memns of 
a publick Hoſpital : More eſpecially conſidering, that tho* in 
giving away thoſe Alms, Exceſs be leſs to be apprehended than 
Oeconomy; ſtil] this Diſtribution requires a great deal of Dil- 


cretion and Management, and with S. John Chryſotom, may juſtly Hom. 45. 
be called the greateft of Arts, by reaſon of the great Difficul- in Matth. 


. that occur in performing that Duty in the manner we 
Ought. | 

A is true, Jeſus Chriſt in his Goſpel commands us to affiſt 
alt thoſe, that apply to us for Relief, an1 never to think of 
ſetting Bounds to our Charity, tho' thoſe temporal Riches which 
have been imparted to us by God's Providence, be confined ; 
but Chriitian Prudence requires we ſhould make ſome Diſtinction 
among thoſe, who deſire our Aſſiſtance. For it would be no 
leſs than Cruelty, to pretend, by immoderate Alms, and by our 
Laviſhneſs, to indulge in their Diſorders and Sloath, ſuch as are 
only poor in outward Appearance; or if they are realy ne- 
ceflitous, are only ſo, by their Abhorrence to Labour and 
Pains. 

Now, let a private Perſon's Prudence, and even Sagacity, be 
never ſo great, ſtill he will find it a hard matter to prevent 
his being very often impoſed upon w th reſpect to the Poor; 
who, endeavouring all they can, to ſupport themſelves in 2 

2 8 10e 
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idſe and looſe Way of Living, under a Pretence of Poverty, uſe 
all the Stratagems they can think of, to deceive charitable 
People; and if thoſe Wretches make no Scruple to rob conti- 
nually thoſe that are in real Want, by depriving them of thoſe 
Supplies, which naturally belong to them; Can it be expected, 
they will have Shame or Modeſty enough left in 'em, to for- 
bear Laughing at thoſe credulous People, who look with an 
Eye of Compaſſion upon their imaginary Wants? 

Theſe Inconveniences are leſs to be apprehended, when Alms 
are beſtow'd on all the Poor of a City entertain'd in publick 
Hoſpitals. Becauſe it is not an ealy Matter for thoſe, who 
make known their Condition, and defire Relief, to deceive ſo 
many Overſeers, who are continually attentive, and extremely 
diligent in examining what comes before them; beſides thoſe 
Alms, paſſing thro? ſo many Hands, and with ſo many Checks, 
will run a leſs Hazard of falling into bad Ones. 

Finally, to what has been ſaid, we may add this Conſidera- 
tion, that as ſmall Streams, which of themſelves would dry up, 
make large Rivers, when they come into the ſame Channel ; 
ſo Alms, tho' ſmall and inconſiderable, which are of no great 
Benefit to the Poor, when every private Man beſtows his Cha- 
rity as he thinks it proper, become conſiderable Supplies and 
large Funds, when they enter into a common Stock ; and from 
thence are diſtributed with Oeconomy, and Chriſtian Charity, 
according to the reſpective Wants of all the Poor of the Na- 
tion, | 

Tho? theſe Foundations ſhould be of no other Benefit than 
barely to ſecure, by a publick Proviſion, poor Wretches from 
Starving, and from being totally abandon'd to an extreme Ne- 
ceſſity; certainly there is nothing that ſhould remain unattempt- 
ed, to prevent a Misfortune of this Nature : And how much we 
ought to prevent it, may be imagined by the extraordinary 
Concern ſhewn by that great Pope, S. Gregory, when he was told, 


that a poor Man who by ſome Accident had been overlook'd 


by him, for want of a ſeaſonable Supply, had dy'd with 
Hunger. | 


CHnavp. 


CP 


C x av. II. 
Eſtabliſhment of the new Corporation of the General 
Hoſpital of Turin. 


H S Sicilian Majeſty conſidering, how neceſſary and ad- 


vantagious it would be for his Dominions, to provide 

for the Poor by ſuch Ways and Means, as, that a Pro- 
hibition of Begging not only ſhould be of no Prejudice to them, 
but on the contrary, turn to their Advantage both ſpiritual 
and temporal ; was plealed to commence this great Undertaking, 
by efiabliſhing at Turin a new Corporation of a general Hoſpi- 
tal. But becauſe this could not be done, without a previous 
Preſcription of ſuch Orders and Rules as were to be obſerv'd, 
for the right Management, and ſolid Foundation of the ſaid 
Hoſpital ; and as this was a Matter of the higheſt Importance, 
His Majeſty thought fit to entruſt with it His Excellency the 
Marquis Ardizone, firſt Preſident of the Senate, who, jointly with 
the other Delegates ſhould frame the Starutes, in order to have 
them afterwards ratified by his Majefty. To this End, the King 
wrote to him the following Letter. 


* 


Copy of His Majeſty's Letter to the Marquis Ardizone, 
Firſt Preſident of the Senate 


The King of Sicily, Feruſalem, and Cyprus &c. &c. 


Net Truſty, and Well-beloved. Having a great Deſire 
to baniſh publick Begging from our Dominions, and that 
hereafter ſuch Methods ſhould be taken, as ſhall be thought 
neceſſary to give a proper Maintenance to thoſe Poor, that ſhall- 
deſerve it, by erecting of Hoſpitals, an& by the Means of cha- 
ritable Corporations, that ſhall adminiſter the Revenues deſigned: 
for thole Uſes; as allo all other charitable Contributions for 
the ſame Purpoſes; We have thought fit to ſend expreſsly for 
Father Guevarra a Jeſuit, who is extreamly well verſed, and ex- 
perienced in thole Affairs. It is therefore our Pleaſure, that 
you thould call together the Abbe Ricardi, Marquis Meſſi, Senator 
Avenati, Count Ceveris, the Syndic of this City Audiffredi, and. 
Count Sanzox; and that you ſhould ſend for the aforeſaid Fa- 
ther Guevarra, and that all together you ſhould take ſuch Re- 


ſolutions as will ſeem to you moſt proper for obtaining = 
| | End. 
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End we propoſe ; and the Minutes of ſuch Orders, Regulations, 
and Eſtabliſhments as you agree upon, ſhall be brought to us 
for our Approbation. From the Veuery 23 of July 1716. 


* 
V. AMEDEUs, 


LANFRAN CHI. 


As ſoon as the Firſt Preſident had received this Order from 
His Majeſty, he had ſeveral Meetings with the other Dela- 
gates; and having fixt upon a Form of Regulation, it was laid 
before His Majeſty, Who gave it his Royal Approbation; and 
immediately gave Orders to the ſaid Firſt Preſident, or 
in his Abſence to the Marquis and Preſident Pallavicino, to form 
a new Corporation, preſcribing them the Qualifications of the 
Perſons, that were to be choſen. Fhe Letter His Majeſty wrote 
was of this Tenour. 


Copy of His Majeſty's Letter to the Marquis Ardizone, 
Firſt Preſident of the Senate; or in his Abſence to the 
Marquis and Preſident Pallavicino. 


The King of Sicily, Feruſalem, and Cyprus &c. &c. 


Ni Truſty, and Well-beloved. We have with great 
Pleaſure peruſed the Report of thoſe Regulations, and 
the Method of putting them in Execution, which in the Meet- 
ings held in your Preſence with the other Delegates, have been 
eſteem'd moſt proper to obtain the End we propoſed, of erect- 
ing general Hoſpitals, and eſtabliſhing charitable Corporations 
in the Cities, and Boroughs of our Dominions; as alto con- 
cerning the Direction of the Hoſpital of the City of Turin, for 
which we intend the ſtricteſt Regulation, that by an exact Ob- 
ſervance of the ſame, Beggary be utterly baniſh'd; ard withal, 
a ſufficient Proviſion be ſettled for thoſe Poor, who are rot 
capable of getting their Living; and that inſtead of being ſuffer'd 
to lead an idle and looſe Life, they may be train'd up to Ver- 
tue, to the greater Honour ard Glory of God, and Penefit of 
the State. In order therefore to put in Execution thoſe Regu- 
lations th?t have been made, beginning with the aforeſaid ge- 
neral Hoſpital of our Capital City; we charge you to inform 
the Corporation belonging to the ſaid Hoſpital, that our Will 
and Pleaſure is, that a yew Corporation be form'd, which ſhall 
conſiſt in five and thirty Members, who ſhall have the Direction 
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of the whole Undertaking, viz. Eleven by Office, and Twenty 
four by Election; The Eleven Directors by Office, ſhall be the 
Arch-biſhop of this City pro temtore, two of the Gentlemen be- 
longing -to our Court, one a Clergy-man, and the other a Lay- 
man, to be appointed by Us and our Succeſſors from time to 
time, for the preſent Naming to that Effect the Abbe Riccardi, 
and Count de Guarene: Two other Directors to be named, one 
by the Senate, and the other by the Chamber of Accompts, 
each out of their reſpective Bodies, of which we charge you 
to give them Notice. The two Syndics of this City, and two 
Councellors appointed by the ſame ; as alſo two Members of the 
Congregation of St. Paul. The other Twenty four Directors by 
Election, ſhall be named by the aforeſaid Directors by Office, as 
alſo by the above-mentioned Corporation of the ſaid Hoſpital, 
.F who ſhall jointly eleW& fit Perſons of all Degrees in the City, as 
3 they ſhall think proper. As ſoon as this gew Corporation is 
l eftabliſh'd, you will inform them that our Intention is, they 
ſhould meet immediately, to put in Execution with all conve- 
nient Speed the Regulations contained in thoſe Articles, which 
by our Order will be delivered to you by the Marquis St. To- 
maſo, and which will be Sign'd by him; Theſe Articles you 
are to tranſmit to the Directors of the new Corporation, with 
a Copy of this Letter; you will let them know, that if ever 
they ſhould think of any Thing, that might tend to a better 
Regulation, and Perfection of this Undertaking, we ſhall receive 
with Pleaſure their Repreſentations; and relying for this upon 
your wonted and experienced Zeal, we pray the Lord may pre- 
ſerve you. Rivoli, Auguſt the 6th, 1716. | 
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4 V. AMEDEUS, 


As ſoon as the nem Corporation had been ſettled according 
to His Majeſty's Directions, and thoſe Papers had been ſent 
them, which contain'd the Regulation that was to be obierv'd 
in Erecting the general Hoſpital, and by the King's Orders 
had been Sign'd by the Marquis Di S. Tmaſo, His Majeſty or- 
der'd next, that all the Beggars of the City and Suburbs of 
| Turin, ſhould meet in the Hoſpital of the Charity, and give in 
a their Names to the Secretary; as allo an exac Information of 
5 their preſent State and Condition, in order to their being at a. 
% convenient Time eximined by the aboveſaid Corporation, and 
relieved according to their, reſpective Wants. For the Execu- 
tion of which, His Maieſty by the following Letter appointed. 
1 His Excellency. the Marquis of Caraglio Governor, and in his 
I Abſence. 
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Abſence, Court Feſchieri, Deputy Governor of the City of 


Turin. 


Copy of His Majeſty's Letter to the Marquis of Caraglio, 


General of the Ordinance, Governor and Lieutenant- 
General of the City, and Province of Turin, and in bis 
Abſence to the Commanding Officer. 


The King of Sicily, Feruſalem, and Cyprus &c. &c. 


Arquis of Caraglio, our dear Couſin. Having taken a 
Reſolution to baniſh Beggary from our Dominions, and 
at the ſame time, to put ſuch poor Beggars as are our Subjects 
in a Way of Subſiſting, by the Means and the Eſtabliſhment of 
general Hoſpitals and charitable Corporations, in the Cities and 
Boroughs of our State; we have thought fit to commence this 
Undertaking by the Hoſpital of the Charity of our City of Turin, 
in Conformity to the Regulations which by our ſpecial Order 
Have been fram'd to that Effect, and by us have been approv'd : 
And whereas one of the Heads of thoſe Regulations requires, 
that a Liſt ſhould be made of all the poor Inhabitants of this 
City ; we therefore by theſe Preſents declare, that our Pleaſure 
is, whenever you are deſired by the Directors of the ſaid Hoſ- 
pital, you ſhould cauſe this Liſt to be made, which ſhall be 
done in the beſt manner you and they ſhall think of, and that 
you ſhould give them on this Occaſion all the Aſſiſtance, that 
lies in your Power, for the entire Execution of theſe my In- 
tentions. This we expect from your experienced Zeal, and pray 
the Lord may preſerve you. Kivoli, Auguſt 6th, 1716. 


Victor AMEDEUS, 
DIS. THOMAS. 


The Marquis of Caraglio being at that Time abſent, Count 
Foſchieri Sub-Governor, in Purſuance of His Majeſty's Orders, 
publiſhed the following Proclamation in the uſual Places of this 
City, and Suburbs, to oblige all Beggars belonging to t! e ſame 
to make their perſonal Appearance at the Place, Day, and 


Hour appointed, in order to give in their Name, and to paſs 
Ezamination. 


Charles 
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Charles Foſchieri Count of Rovereto eh. Gentleman of the 


Bed-chamber to His Majeſty, Major-General, and Sub- 
Governor of the preſent City, and Province thereof. 


IS Majeſty out of his great Goodneſs and Piety, having 

taken a Reſolution of baniſhing Beggary from his Domi-. 
nions, and of putting at the ſame Time ſuch poor Beggars as 
are his Subjects in a Way of Subſiſting, by the Means and Eſtab- 
liſhment of general Hoſpitals, and charitable Corporations in the 
Cities and Borroughs of his State; has thought fit, that this 
his Royal Determination ſhould begin to take Effect, in the Hoſ- 
pital of the Charity in this Metropolis, according to the Regulations 
made for that Purpoſe by His Majeſty's Order, and by him 
approved. Therefore, we in Compliance with the Commands 
ſignified to us by His Majeſty, do require, and expreſsly com- 
mand, all poor Beggars of what Sex or Condition ſoever, that 
are at preſent in this City, or Suburbs, to make their Appear- 
ance in the Hoſpital of the Charity, on theſe three Days follow- 
ing; viz. the z th, 21, and 22d of this Month, which are on 
Thurſday, Friday, and Saturday in the preſent Week; where they 
will find the Secretary of the aboveſaid Hoſpital, who from 
Eight to Eleven in the Morning, and from Three to Six in the 
Evening, will attend, to receive their Informations, which*from 
thence will be ſent to be examined by the Corporation, in or- 
der to their being aſſiſted by them, according to their reſpective 
Neceflities. This Order the ſaid Poor are forthwith to obey, 
under Penalty, in caſe they do not, of being baniſh'd from this 
City and Suburbs, or being denied all Help and Relief; and 
moreover of being impriſoned according to the Nature of the 
Offence. And to the End that none among them ſhould pretend 
Ignorance, we iflue this Proclamation, and order it to be read 
in this City and Suburbs, in the Form, Manner, and Places ac- 
cuſtomed ; and the Copy publiſh'd by His Majeſty's Printer, 


ſhall be of equal Force, as if it were the Original. Given at 
Turin the 18th of Auguft 1716. 


Count FOS C HIER I, 


LAVEZZ EAX. 


G CHnavP. 
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Crap. III. 


His Majeſty's Edit, to forbid Begging in the City 
of Turin, its Su bs, and Liberties. 


| LL theſe previous Diſpoſitions were abſolutely neceſſary, 
to bring on with Diſcretion and by Degrees this ge- 
neral Prohibition. The Beggars therefore of this City 
having met in the Hoſpital of the Charity, purſuant to the Pro- 
clamation publiſh'd by Count Foſchieri; the Secretary of the nem 
Corporation form'd a Liſt of them all, to be laid before the ſaid 
Corporation, deſcribing the Number of Families, their Names, 
their Condition, and the Places of their Habitation. In the 
next Place, a Viſitation was made of their Houſes, and a ſtrict 
Enquiry into their reſpettive Wants, by Perſons commiſſioned for 
that Purpoſe by the Corporation; which order'd what Charity 
ſhould be given on certain Days and Hours appointed, to each 
Family according to their Number,and to each of the Poor accord- 
ing to his Neceſſities. The Diligence and Charity of theſe Com- 
miſſioners, appear'd by the exact Enquiry they made, and the 
Prudence they ſhew'd in the Diſtribution of the Alms they were 
intruſted with. And on this Occaſion, the Neceſſity of ſo good 
an Undertaking evidently appear'd by the vaſt Diſorders that 
were diſcovered, which were all owing to the licentious Man- 
ner of Begging, whereby the Poor ſurpriſing charitable Perſons, 
found Means to maintain themſelves in a vicious Sloath. The- 
firſt Benefit found by this Examination, was, that a great 
Number of Foreigners, both Beggars and others, quitted 
the City of their own Accord; and there remained only ſuch, 
as either knew they could ſubſiſt by themſelves, without being 
a Charge to other People, or that were aſſured to be ſupplied 
in their Wants, by a Contribution of the Burghers, or from the 
Revenues of the Hoſpital, by the Direction of the Members of 
the new Corporation. | 

All theſe Things being thus ordered and ſettled, His Majeſty 
was told, that it was now Time to publiſh his Edict, to forbid 
B»g2irg ; upon which, Orders were iſſued immediately to that 


Effeit : And the Edi& runs thus. 


VICTOR 
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Victor Aux pzus, 


Y the Grate of God, King of Sicily, Jeruſalem, and 


Cyprus, Duke of Savoy, &c. &c, 

WI RE AS Charity towards the Poor, was eſteemed by 

Our Royal Predeceſſors, as the moſt honourable, and moſt 
advantageous Inheritance, left them by our Saviour, who gave 
the higheſt Specimen of that heroick Vertue ; therefore great 
Care has been taken by them to eftabliſh their Charity upon 
ſuch Foundations, that their Poſterity for ever might find their 
Benefit by it. The moſt conſpicuous Monument that remains 
of their Piety, is the Hoſpital erected in our Metropolis, under 
the moſt happy Protection of the bleſſed Virgin of the Charity. 
Tho” the Endowment of this Hofpital was in its Beginning pretty 
conſiderable, and has ſince from Time to Time been inlarged, and 
improved by pious Donations of charitable Perſons ; and tho 
the whole has at all Times been governed and managed with 
great Zeal, Diligence, and Aſſiduity by its Directors, and in a 
Manner altogether beneficial to the Poor, by affording them a 
proper Shelter, and fufficient Nouriſhment, both for their Souls 
and Bodies; as alſo by employing and inſtrufting them in all 
Sorts of Vertues and Sciences, uſeful both to them, and the 
Publick : Nevertheleſs, it has been impoſſible, during the Dif- 
order of long and expenſive Wars, to prevent the Hoſpital's 
receiving great Damage. For which Reaſon, having fully re- 
ſolved to renew, and re*eftabliſh entirely ſo pious and com- 
mendable a Foundation, for the greater Glory of God, and the 
Benefit of the Poor, and of the Publick, by baniſhing, as much 
as is poffible, Beggary, and with it, all thoſe Inconveniences it 
is attended with: We therefore by theſe Preſents, of our cer- 


tain Science, full Power, and Royal Authority, having previouſly 
taken Advice of our Council, 


1. In the firſt Place, expreſsly forbid all and every Perſon, 
ftrong, or weak, of whatſoever Age, Sex, or Condition, to begg, 
after the Expiration of three Days, from the Publication of this 
preſent Proclamation, either in the Streets, Houſes, and Churches, 
or the Doors thereof, belonging to this City, its Suburbs, and 
Liberties, by Day as well as by Night, publickly or privately, 
upon any Pretence whatſoever; under Pain, according to the com- 
mendable Practice obſerv'd in other Countries, and eſpe:zially in 
the Eccleſiaſtical State, of Impriſonment for the firſt Time, = 
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a ſtill greater, even corporal Puniſhment to be determined by 
our Senate, in caſe of Relapſe. 


2. To the End that thoſe Alms, which every Perſon is us'd 


to beſtow, may be reſerv'd with greater Advantage for the Be- 


nefit of the ſaid Hoſpital, and of thoſe Peor, who will have 
Shelter therein; We forbid all Sorts of Perſons of any Quality, 
Degree, or Condition ſoever, to beſtow any Charity to poor 
Beggars, Vagrants, and the like, either in the Ghurches, Streets, 
at their own Doors, or any where elſe ; much leſs to harbour 
them, or give them Lodging in their own Houſes, eſpecially: 
Vittuallers, Tavern-Keepers, and thoſe who have Lodgings or 
Beds to Lett, upon any Pretence or Motive whatſoever (under 
the Penalty of five Livres of Piemont, for the firſt Time on thoſe 
who ſhall give away any Charity, and of a larger Sum on thoſe 
who ſhall under any Pretence harbour the Poor) and in caſe of 
a ſecond Offence, the foreſaid Penalty ſhall be increaſed to three 


or four Times as much, according to the Circumſtances of the 
Facts. 


3. All thoſe pecuniary Mulcts aboveſaid, ſhall be applied to 
the Uſe of the ſaid Hoſpital; for which Purpoſe, and in. 
order to bring the Guilty to pay their Fines, and for the more 
eaſy Recovery of the ſame, we command our Vicar pro tempore 
of the City of Turin, to diſpatch all Affairs of this Nature, upon 
the firſt Demand of whoſoever will proſecute for the ſaid Hoſ- 
pital, in the ſame Manner as is obſerved in pronouncing and. exe« 
cuting of Sentences, in Cauſes belonging to .the political- and 
civil Government of this City, conferring on the ſaid Vicar all 
the Authority neceſſary, and requiſite ſo to do. | 


4. To obviate the Prejudice that the Poor of this City, its 
Suburbs, and Liberties might receive by the Introduttion and- 
Abode of Beggars, belonging as well to foreign Countries, as our 
own Provinces, who for the moſt Part having wherewithal to 
{uÞbſiſt in their own Houſes, had rather abandon them to lead an. 
idle Life, and defraud the truly Neceſſitous of their Support; 
We forbid them under the Penalties expreſs'd in the firſt Ar- 
ticle, to make any Stay or Abode in this City, its Suburbs and» 
Liberties; commanding them in three Days after the Publica. 
tion of this preſent Edict, to depart from the City and its Li- 
berties; unleſs they can prove they have had a conſtant Dwel. 
ling in the ſame, for the Space of three Years before they were 
reduced to begg; or unleſs they ſhould happen to be ſick or 
dilabled, and thereby under an Impoſſibility of departing ; in 
ſuch a Caſe, they iſhall have Time allowed them to recover, ſo- 

tar, 
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far, as to be able to undertake their Journey; or el'e a Pro- 
viſion ſhall be made to convey them into their reſpective Pro- 
vinces, or into other Countries, if they happen to be Fo- 
reigners. 


F. As for the foreſaid Beggars belonging to foreign Countries, 
they ſhall not only depart from the ſaid City, its Suburbs and 
Liberties, in the Space of three Days as above; but alſo entirely 
quit all our Dominions in the Space of eight Days after the 
three above limited, and this under the Penalties already men- 
tioned in the foregoing Articles. ; 


6. The Beggars belonging to our Provinces, after the three 
Days abovementioned, ſhall return each to his Province, and 
there remain till ſome Proviſion be made for them, as we in- 
tend ſpeedily there ſhall, 


7. Thoſe that do not belong to our City of Turin, but yet 
are of the Province of the ſaid City, ſhall within that Term 
retire into ſome Village or Borough of the ſame; forbidding 
them ever to come again to this City, or within its Liberties to 
bose _ the Reſtrictions and Penalties which ſhall be mention'd 

ereafter. 


8. In caſe any one of thoſe Beggars already expell'd, Foreign- 

ers as well as national, ſhould return to the City, they ſhall 
be ſeverely puniſhed, according to the Circumſtances of their 
Offence; for which Purpoſe, we order all Governors and com- 
manding Officers pro tempore, to ſet at all the Gates of this City, 
under Pain of loſing their Office, Guards, Watches, and other 
Deputies, to keep the aforeſaid Poor from entring the City, and 
to ſtop them at the Gate, till they have ſent Advice to the Di- 
rectors, and have had them examined: And if in caſe they ſhould 
prove not to belong to the Gang of Beggars, and that all they 
deſire, is only Liberty to paſs thro' the City, or to make a 
very ſhort Stay for their private Affairs; then it ſhall be in the 
Power of the Directors to give them Leave to ſtay, provided it be 
by a Note under their Hand, for the Time only the ſaid Directors 
ſhall think proper; and Bread ſhall be allow'd them during 
that Lime, to prevent their being obliged to begg, which we 
expreſsly forbid them to do: And after the Time allowed them 
is expired, the Directors ſhall immediately oblige them to de- 
part. 


9. No Fathers, and Mothers, or any other Relations ſhall be 
allowed to fend their little Children, Nephews, or Brothers to 
bzge, . 
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begg, under a Penalty of four Crowns of Gold for the firſt 
Time, and of Impriſonment for a ſecond; as alſo corporal Pu- 
nithment according to the Circumſtances of the Facts: As for 
the little Children, they ſhall be cor rected for the firſt Time, 
in the manner the Directors ſhall think fit ; and for the ſe- 
cond Time, they ſhall be tent to the Hoſpital and have a ſevere 
Correction; and from thence {ent home to their Parents. 


Yo. In order to obviate any Inconveniency or Diforder that 
might happen, if People were allowed to come into the Hoſpi- 
tal, to ſpeak with the Girls, or with any of the other Poor 
thereby diſturbing them in their Buſineſs ; We therefore forbid 
all Perſons to enter into the Hoſpital, under a Penalty of four 
Crowns of Gold, and a ftill greater, as our Senate fhall think 
proper, according to the Circumſtances of the Fatt : Unleſs ſuch 
People have firſt ask'd Leave of the Director in Waiting, or of 
the Rector of the ſaid Hoſpital. 


11. To hinder effectually the Poor from Begging, we allow 
the Corporation and the Directors of the ſaid Hoſpital, to ap- 
point a Guard, as they ſhall think fit, to the Number of twelve; 
in order to ſeize upon, not only all Beggars, but alſo all Va- 
grants, and carry them to the Hoſpital. Theſe Guards muſt 
be cloath'd after the ſame manner, and have a particular Colour 
that they may be known by all; taking them under our Royal 
Protection and Safe-guard, and expreſsly forbidding all Perſons 
whatſoever, to give them the leaſt Offence, by Word or by 
Deed, in Execution of their Office ; under a Penalty of one 
Crown of Gold for every Time, to be applied as above. 


12. In Caſe of any Reſiſtance from the ſaid Poor, we order 
all the Citizens and Inhabitants, to aid and aſſiſt the ſaid Guards, 
under the ſame Penalty as above, for every Time, on any one 
who ſhall refuſe his Aid and Aſſiſtance, the Fine to be applied 
to the Uſe of the ſaid Hoſpital; and if, inftead of aſſiſting the 
Guards, they ſhould help and abett the Poor, and by reſiſting, 
mould facilitate their Eſcape; they ſhall incur a Penalty of 
tour Crowns of Gold, to be applied as above, or a ſtill greater, 
even corporal Puniſhment, as our Senate ſhall think fir; having 
a due Regard to the Manner and Quality of the Offence, and 
the different Circumſtances : In the mean time reſerving to our 
{elves the Power of adding ſuch further Statutes and Regula- 
tions, as we ſhall find proper (according to the Caſes that may 
happen) for the Preſervation and good Government of the faid 
Hoſpital, which we ſhall always have, with all that belongs to 
it now, and may hereafter, under our ſpecial Proteftion and 
= Safe-guard. 


C15) 
Safe-guard, We command our Magiſtrates, Senate, and Treaſury, 
to regiſter theſe Preſents ; and all our Minifters, Governors, 
Officers, and all whom it may concern, to obſerve, and cauſe 


to be obſerv'd all that is above; ſuch being our Will and 
Pleaſure. Dated from Rivoli 6th Auguſt, 1716. 


Vicror AmEeDEeus, 


V. CAvERETTO by Order of 
His Majeſty, 


V. GROPELLoO, 
1 RE . AvENA r. Dep. Provis. 


DR S. THOMAS. 


Cnar . 


Previous Diſpoſitions made by the Members of the 
Corporation, before the Poor were ſhut up m the 


Hoſpital, and the Ceremonies uſed at their being 
ſhut up. ' 


I S Majeſty's Edi having been publiſh'd, and the fo- 

reign Beggars, as was faid before, having withdrawn 

from the City; the Corporation with all che Zeal, and 
Diligence imaginable, for feveral Days met together, in order 
to go on with the Examination of the Poor belonging to the 
City. And not ſatisfied with the Informations taken from their 
own Mouths, in order to have Things done with the utmoſt 
Care and Diligence, they ſent a Deputation of truſty Perſons, 
with Orders to vifit each Family, and every poor Body in their 
Houſes, and private Habitations, that they might ſee themſelves, 
the true Condition, Number, and Age of the Neceſſitous, aud 
their reſpective Wants; in order to give te the Members of 
the Corporation a diſtinct and faithful Account of the whole. 
By this they were appriz'd of the Number of Perſons, and who 
they were, that had the neceffary Qualifications to have a Rea 
ception into the Hoſpital, according to the Regulations already 
eſtabliſh'd, and the Conditions preſcribed : And of thele, one 


Clals 
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Claſs was made.. By this, they alſo diſcovered thoſe, that were 
under an eſſential Incapacity of being admitted into the Hoſpi- 
tal, but ſtill were in need of ſome Help to keep them from 
Begging ; in order to aſſign to each Family, and to every poor 
Body fo much Charity, to b2 diſtributed to them every Lord's 
Day: And of theſe another diſtin Claſs was made. This firſt 
Examination being over, and theſe two Claſſes having been - 
made ſeparate, they reſolved upon the Number of the firſt, 
that was to be ſhut up, and upon the Quantity of Alms, that 
ſhould be diſtributed for ſupporting the ſecond. 

They proceeded next to examine what Fund was neceſſary 
to be continued ſome Time, to provide tor the Maintenance of 
the Poor of both Claſſes: And finding that the annual Income 
of the Hoſpital was by much inferior to the neceſſary Expence 
tor ſo many People, they reſolved to apply to the whole Body 
of Citizens, by making a general Gathering in all the Houſes of 
the City. And 1n order to make it with as much Advantage 
as was poſſible, they thought it convenient to acquaint the 
whole City with the Want they were in, and to move them 
to give a large and generous Supply. For this Purpoſe, Hey 
judg'd the propereſt Way would be to employ a certain Set 
of Preachers, who from the Pulpit ſhould urge, before all the 
Citizens aſſembled in the Churches, the Importance, Neceſlity, 
and Advantage of this holy Undertaking ; and exhort them to 
conduce by their Charity, towards an Eftabliſhment ſo glorious 
to God, ſo neceſſary for the City, and ſo advantageous to the 
Poor. 

According to this Reſolution, ſix Jeſuits appointed by the 
Rector of their College, preach'd their Sermons upon this Occa- 
ſion, in the Churches aflign'd to them with a vaſt Concourſe of 
People, and univerſal Applauſe; inſomuch that their Auditors 
in general, moved by the Strength of their Arguments and Ex- 
amples, appear*d diſpoſed to concurr generouſly in ſo pious and 
ſo profitable an Inſtitution. | 

Upon this the Directors began to make their firſt Gathering; 
taking each of them a particular Quarter of the City. And 
indeed, the large Quantity of Alms that was gather'd in Money 
and Vittuals anſwer' d; nay even exceeded common Expettation : 
And on this Occaſion, the City of Turin gave a notable Proof of 
their Charity, ſince a great many, beſides the preſent Alms, 
which they very generouſly beſtow'd ; offer'd moreover to pay 
every Year conſiderable Sums, as much to animate the Direttors, 
that took this Buſineſs in hand, by ſecuring a certain and larger 
Fund, as to ſet an Example to other People to ſhew their Gene- 
roſity in ſo ſolemn an Occaſion. 


(17) 
By this publick Supply, the Corporation finding they were 
in a Condition to put in Execution His Majeſty's Bice, whicl1 
forbids Begging in the City of Turin, its Suburbs, and Liberties ; 
and having already ſettled the Quantity of Bread, which was 
to be given away according to their reſpettive Wants, to ſuch 
of the Poor as were not to be ſhut up in the Hoſpital, without 
Loſs of Time, after notice given to the Poor, who were to 
meet together, in order to receive what had been affign'd them; 
they began the publick Diſtribution of the Bread in this manner. 
All thoſe Poor who had paſs'd Examination, repair'd on the 
Sunday Morning, at the Hour appointed, to the Church belong- 
ing to the general Hoſpital, where two Directors commiſſioned 
for that Purpoſe by the Corporation, had prepar'd the Bread 
that was to be diftributed amongſt them. This Diftribution 
was made in good Order, by the great Care and Diligence of 
the Directors, who gave away the Bread. In the firſt Place, all 
the Poor in a Body ſet up a publick Prayer for thoſe who had 
beſtow'd the Charity, they were going to receive. After that 
they heard Maſs, when that was over, they heard a Catechiſm, 
with an Explanation of Chriſtian Doctrine, perform'd by a je- 
ſuit. Finally, every Family, and every poor Body having been 
called in Order, they all went up to take that Portion that was 
aſſign'd them, and carried home their Proviſion. 
Haviog thus given a ſufficient Maintenance to the Poor for a 
whole Week, and prevented their being obliged to begg for 
their Living; it was thought requiſite to watch narrowly whe- 


4a 


ther any of the Poor diſobey'd the King's Orders. To this 


Purpoſe, the Corporation had appointed eight- Guards all dreſs'd 
in blue Clothes, "th red Bandoleers embroider'd with His Ma- 
jeſty's Arms, whoſe Buſineſs it was to go up and down the 
City, to hinder the Poor from Begging; with an Authority to 
carry to the Priſon of the Hoſpital, any Body they ſhould find 
acting contrary to His Majeſty's Orders. 5 

The Members of the Corporation conſidering, in the next 
Place, that before a new Sett of Poor were to be admitted 


within the Hoſpital, it would be neceſſary as well for them, as 


alſo for thoſe who were in already, to furniſh the Houſe with 
Goods; ſuch as Beds, Linnen, Utenſils and the like, which being 
too large an Article for the Caſh then belonging to the Hoſ- 
pital; they thought fit to go about a ſecond Gathering, and 
to pick up at every private Houſe thoſe Houſehold-Goods they 
could ſpare, and which would more than anſwer the Wants of 
the Poor. To this End, they reſolved to apply a-new to the 


Fathers Jeſuits, for another Sermon, to perſuade the Inhabi- 


tants liberally to part with thoſe Goods they had no Occaſion 
of, in favour of the Poor, who ſtood in ſuch great m—_ of 
= s them. 
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them. All this was done, and the Quantity of Goods of al] 


Sorts that were gather'd up in this ſecond Collection, is not 
to be expreſs'd ; the Inhabitants on this Occaſion having ſhewn 


their Piety, not only in parting with their Superfluity, but 


alſo with what was moſt of Uſe; and giving away not only 
coarſe and half worn-out Things, but alſo a great many new 
and very good; ſuch as Sheets, Table-cloths, Shirts, whole 
Pieces of Cloth, a large quantity of Stockings, Diſhes, Plates, 
Pewter, and other Utenſils, in ſuch Abundance, as furniſh'd the 
whole Hoſpital for a long Time. 

Beſides all this, the Directors having propos'd that all the Poor, 


as well Men as Women, ſhould be cloathed in blue, and of the 


ſame Stuff; they came to a third Gathering in the manner 
aboveſaid, to provide Closthing for the Poor. And on this Oc- 
caſion likewiſe, the Inhabitants made a very large Contribu- 
tion. Inſomuch, that the Price of every Suit of Clothes hav- 
ing been at firſt rated according to the different Sizes, there 
were a great many Perſons that offer'd to make up, ſome three 
Suits, others four, and ſome a greater Number. It was eaſily 
perceived, that the Motive urged by the Preachers, viz. the 


Cloathing of Jeſus Chriſt in the Perſons of the Poor, had made 


a great Impreſſion on their Minds; ſince more was gathered, 
than was - requiſite to cloath the whole Society of Men and 
Women, who were at that Time in the Hoſpital. 

By this Time, .the Hoſpital being well provided with Money 
and Vittuals, eſpecially by the extraordinary Charity beſtow'd on 
it by the Syndics, and Councellors of this City, who tho” in 
all Occurrences they had ſhewn their Piety, till in this exerted 
themſelves to the utmoſt, in favour of this pious Undertaking ; 
the Houſe being now well ftock'd with Furniture of all Sorts, and 
there being a ſufficient Quantity of Clothes for all their Poor ; the 
Directors of the Corporation had nothing left to do, but to 
ſend for all thoſe they deſign'd ſhould be admitted into the 
Hoſpital. But whereas this Shutting up. of the Poor, was to be 
done with Solemnity, it was determin'd, the Ceremony ſhould 
be perform'd on Wedneſday the 7th of April, 1717, and it was 
done in the following Manner. | | 

Firſt, the neceſſary Diſpoſitions were made for the publick 
Banquet, which according to the Cuſtom obſerv'd in other Ci- 
ties, and particularly in France, is generally given at the End 
of this Ceremony, to all the Poor of the Hoſpital. It being 
neceilary to acquaint the Inhabitants with this Reſolution, and 
at the ſame time to invite them to a new Ac of Generoſity, 
and another Contribution of Victuals; the laſt Sermons were 
made in the ſame Churches, and by the ſame Fathers, on the 
fourth of April, In theſe Sermons notice was given of the Ce- 

| remony. 
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remony that was to be performed on the Wedneſday following ; 
and that after the Ceremony was over, there would be a Ban- 
quet for the Poor, in Imitation of thoſe Love-Feaſts us'd in 
the primitive Church ; To which the Hearers were exhorted to 
contribute, by ſupplying the Hoſpital on the two preceeding 
Dork every Man according to his Devotion and Ability, with 
. ufficient Quantity of Victuals for dreſſing out a Table for the 
oor, 

Upon which, during thoſe two Days, a great Quantity of 
. Eatables was ſent to the Hoſpital by the Nobility, the Gentry, 
and divers Convents of the Town: All which was received by 
two Deputies of the Corporation, who took care to keep an 
exact Account of all the Bread, Wine, Fleſh, and Poultry; the 
Quantity of each Sort, and the Perſon that ſent it. Vittuals 
were ſent in ſuch quantity, that they might have ſerv*d not only 
for this Feaſt, but for a conſtant Treat for the whole Company 
during ſeveral Days, 

About this Time, the Viear-General publiſh'd an Order, by 
which he gave notice of the general Proceſſion that was to be 
made on the 7th of April. | 

The King and Queen, as alſo Madame Royale, having a De- 
fire to ſee this new Sort of Proceſſion, and this ſolemn and pub- 
lick Banquet; it was reſolved to prepare it in the Place before 
the Caſtle, as the moſt proper for ſuch a vaſt Number of Per- 
ſons, and as the moſt in ſight of the Royal Family; it being 
exactly over againſt the Windows ot the Palace, from whence all 
the Order of the Ceremony, and the Diſpoſition of the Tables, 
might be ſeen with all Eaſe. Upon this, Orders were iſſued by 
the Corporation to ſeveral of their Directors, to take care that 
Things were manag'd with as much Decency, and as little Con- 
fuſion as poſſible. | | 

On the Day appointed, all the Poor that had been admitted 
into the Hoſpital, and in the Morning had had their new Clothes, 
about Mid-day repaired to the Cathedral; after which, the Pro- 
ceſſion began, the Women going before two by two, and the 
Men following, in the manner aboveſaid: And in the Rear came 
following fix young Boys, cloath'd in red, with Surplices, who 
| officiated as Queriſters, Behind theſe were the Prieſts belong- 
ing to the Hoſpital, and all the Directors, as well by Office, as 
by Election, And whereas the Invalids and difabled could not 
follow a foot, they were carried in Carts. After all theſe, fol- 
low'd a vaſt Quantity of the Poor of the City, who received 
every Surday their Bread from the Hoſpital. . 

This was the firſt Part of the Proceſſion, which by its No- 
velty drew a vaſt Number of People to ſee it. The other Part 
of the Proceſſion conſiſted as uſual, of the Fraternities, nn 
2 D 49 and 
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and the Chapter of the Cathedral, Por want of time they took 


but a ſhort Turn, and ended their March at the Hoſpital of the 
Charity; at the Door whereof an Altar had been raiſed with an 


Image of S. Amedeo. 


As ſoon as the Clergy with the Chapter were arriv'd, Father 
Guevarra got into a Pulpit which had been plac'd near the Altar, 
and made them a ſhort Exhortation upon theſe Words. Hom 
dreadful is this Place ! this is none other but the Houſe of God, and 


| this is the gate of Heaven, proving that this Houle of Charity 


was a dreadful Place to Miſers, and the Gate of Heaven to cha- 
ritable People. He exhorted afterwards the People to render 
Thanks to God, the firſt Author of this holy Undertaking ; and 
added, that after God, it was all owing to the pious Diſpoſi- 
tion of His Majeſty, who having ſome Years before form'd this 
Project, had promoted it with all the Zeal and Vigour imaginable, 
and now intended to ſupport it under his potent Protection and 
Authority : That it was alſo owing to the Clergy, who had 
contributed to this Eſtabliſhment by Deeds, by their Prayers, 
and by their Alms: That the Magiſtrates and all the Nobili 
were alſo to be thank'd, for having favour'd the Deſign by their 
Credit, and puſh'd on the Execution by their private Subſidies : 
Fhat in a particular manner we were all oblig'd to the Zeal and 
Diligence of the Deputies of the Corporation, who govern that 
Houſe with all the Care and Application imaginable, and help 
to ſupport it by their bountiful Generoſity. And finally, that 
the whole Body of Citizens deſerv'd our Thanks, for having 
_ neither Money nor Goods to make this Settlement ; and 

r having done more than could well be expected in ſo hard 
and difficult a juncture, in order to bring this Affair to a happy 
Concluſion. . 

After the Sermon was over, Te Deum was ſung to render 
Thanks to God; afterwards, the Poor of both Sexes retired into 
the Hoſpital, and the Fraternities follow'd the Clergy and Chap- 
ter to the Cathedral: And thus ended the firſt Part of the 
Ceremony. | 

There ſtill remain'd the ſecond Part of the Ceremony rela- 
ting to the ſolemn Banquet, for which the Corporation had ap- 
pointed ſeveral Directors, aſſigning to every one in particular 
what thev were to do, to the end that in fo great a Confu- 
fion, all Things might be provided and got ready in Time; and 
that they ſhould prevent any Diſorder that might happen by 
the prodigious Croud of People, who would flock to ſee fo un- 
common a Shew. p 

The whole Day and the Night preceeding the Day appointed 
for the Banquet, were taken up in carrying the Tavles and 
Benches from the two large Halls m the Hoſpital, te the Place 


before 


* 
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before the Caſtle; and they were divided in two Bodies, one 
in the upper Part of the Place towards the Palace, and the 
other in the lower towards the new Street, the firſt for the 
Men, and the laſt for the Women; with a large Space left be- 
tween both. Each of theſe Bodies was divided in three Rows, 
one after another in a ſtraight Line; and the Benches were ſo 
plac'd, that all the Poor in general had their Faces oppoſite to 
the Windows of the Caſtle. 

About Mid-day the Tables were laid with Plates and all other 
neceſſary Utenſils : In order to prevent any of theſe being loſt, 
and to make room for the Servants, who went to and iro with 
the Mctuals; the Marquis of Caraglio Governor of the City hag 
ſent, according to a Requeſt made him by the Deputies of the 
Corporation, two hundred Soldiers, whoſe Buſineſs it was to 
ſurround the Theatre, and to hinder People from coming too 
near: This Number prov'd hardly ſufficient to keep off the 
Croud. The Proceſſion being near at an End, the Tables were 
ſerv'd with all Sorts of Victuals, diſtributed on ſmall pewter 
Diſhes, in equal Number, and in the ſame quantity to-every one 
of the Poor; and many devout Ladies as the Diſhes went by, 
made it their Buſineſs to ſtrew them with Flowers. 

All Things being now ia Readineſs, all the Poor came out of 
the Hoſpital, firſt the Women, and then the Men: The Women 
took their Poſt in the lower Part deſign'd for them, and the 
Men were plac'd in the upper Part, as had been appointed. 
When they were all plac'd as they were ftill ſtanding, Grace 
was ſaid, when that was over, they ſat down to their Victuals. 
Immediately after, there began a fine Concert of Trumpets, 
which Madame Royale had order'd to celebrate the Feaſt, and 


which laſted *till it was over. 


The King, Queen, Madame Royale, and the Prince of Piedmont, 
with all the Princes of the Blood, were all this Time at the 
Windows of the Caſtle, looking with great Pleaſure on this 
Multitude of Poor that had been invited. The King had or- 
der'd the Marquis Meſi one of the Gentlemen of his Bed-chamber,, 
to attend on the Men in his Name; and had ſent his own 
Pages to wait on them, The Queen likewiſe had appointed the 
Counteſs Della Rocca to attend on the Women; and had alſo feat 
her Maids. of Honour to wait on them. Madame Royale had ap- 
8 for the ſame Purpoſe, the Marchioneſs di Boglio ; as alſo 

er Maids of Honour. His Royal Highneſs the Prince of Piea- 
mont was pleas'd alſo to honour this Feaſt, by ſending in his 
Name the Cavalier de Viſche. 

After Dinner was over, and Grace had been ſaid, the whole 

Body of the Poor unanimouſly ſang an Anthem for the King's: 


long Life After this, they ſang ſome other Prayers, * 
| | they 
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they had learn'd in the Hoſpital, with ſuch Harmony, Devotion, 
and Modeſty, as highly edified all that were preſent, 

The Satisfaction of the whole City in ſeeing ſo uncommon, fo 
pious, and fo well order'd a Function, is not to be expreſſed. 
It may ſuffice to ſay, that many who at firſt had diſapprov'd 
of it, or that thought it impoſſible it: ſhould ever ſucceed, were 
charm'd with the Sight of ſo great a Number of Poor in ſuch 
extraordinary Order; and not only have alter'd their Opinion, 


but have ſincerely uſed all their Endeavours ſince to promote 
this Undertaking. 


F wa * 
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His Majeſty's Letters Patents, and Regulations for 
| the Hoſpital of the Charity. 


J* 8 holy Undertaking having been carried on thus 


far, there remain'd nothing more to do, than pro- 
| viding for its Continuance and Support, To this End 
it was neceſſary to give it the Sanction of the King's Royal 
Authority and Patronage, in order to confirm its Privileges, 
and to ſecure for ever the Eſtates and other Concerns belong. 
ing to this Hoſpital ; But this alone would not have been Guſt 
cient, if, beſides, the Government thereof within Doors, both 
temporal and ſpiritual, had not been wiſely eſtabliſh'd, and ap- 
proy'd of by the King's Autherity; without which all Corpora- 
tions muſt in a ſhort Time decay of themſelves. This bein | 
well known to His Majeſty, who had exerted himſelf with 15 
much Zeal to ſettle this Hoſpital upon a good Foundation, and 
was willing to ſecure it as much as poſſible; He ifſued to 
that Effect his Letters Patents, to confirm and renew the Privi. 
leges, Prerogatives, and Exemptions of the Hoſpital, as far ag 
related to its temporal Concerns ; And beſides prefcrib'd the 
Form of its Government, with excellent Rules, as wy be ſeen 
by the Letters themſelves, which are of the Tenour following, 


VicTtoR 


VicroR AMEDEUS 


By the Grace of God King of Sicily, Jeruſalem, and 
Cyprus, &c. 


Lthough we have already made the moſt eſſential Diſpo- 
4 ſitions for the commendable Eſtabliſhment of the Hoſpi- 
tal of our bleſſed Lady of Charity, in our Metropolis of Turin, as 
well for the inward as the outward Government thereof; and 
have ſettled a numerous Corporation of Members, who are with 
all the Attention and Zeal that is poſſible, to do all that lies in 
their Power, towards preſerving and puſhing on this holy Un- 
dertaking ; and tho' we already find a great Benefit by it, ever 
fince by Virtue of our Edict of the 6th of Auguſt, 1716, Beg- 
gary has been baniſh'd from this City, its Suburbs and Liber- 
ties; and the Poor having been forbid to begg in any of thoſe 
Places, have been ſhelter'd in great Numbers in the foreſaid Hoſ- 
pital, wherein thro? the Inſtruction given them in the Catholick 
Faith ; their being provided with Food and Raiment, and em- 
ploy'd in honeſt Callings, they may with Eaſe help themſelves, 
and come to be of Uſe to the Publick. Nevertheleſs, as we 
are willing to promote the Service of God in the perfect order- 
ing of this Hoſpital, having firſt taken the Advice of our Mi- 
niſters, and with the Aſſiſtance of Father Guerarra, who is a 
Perſon of conſummate Experience, of which he has given a De- 
monſtration in the Eſtabliſhing of above one hundred and twenty 
Hofpitals in the moſt noted Cities of hah, and particularly at 
Rome, and by us has been ſent for upon this Occaſion ; We 
have thought fit to ordain the following Regulations and Sta- 
tutes, which if they be rightly obſerv'd, will, as we have Reaſon 
to hope, very much conduce to the happy Succeſs of this Un- 
dertaking : We therefore, by theſe Preſents, of our certain Sci- 
ence, full Power, and Royal Authority, having previouſly taken 
Advice of our Council, in the firſt Place confirm the Erection 
made by our Royal Predeceſſors, of the ſaid Hoſpital of our bleſſed 
Lady of Charity, with all the Conceſſions granted by them in 
its Behalf, and a-new have conſtituted and created; do conſti- 
tute and create it an Hoſpital general for this City, under the 
aforeſaid Name and Patronage of the moſt bleſſed Lady of Cha- 
rity; our Meaning and Intention being, that at all Times and 
for ever, this Hoſpital with all its Effects and Concerns, ſhall 
remain under our immediate Protection, as alſo of our Succeſſors 
to this Crown: For which Purpoſe, we permit the Directors of 


the ſa d Hoſpital, to affix and ſet up our Arms over the 2 | 
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of the foreſkid Hoſpital, or wherever they ſhall think it moſt 
convenient and proper: We moreover grant, and confirm to it, 
all the Privileges, Prerogatives, and Exemptions, which at any 
Time have either by Us, or Our Royal Predeceſſors, been granted 
to the ſaid Eftabliſhment ; and for a further Security and Im- 
12338 of the ſaid _—_— we order, that the following 


egulations and Articles, ſhall be obſerv'd by the Corporation 
eftabliſh'd for the Government thereof, by the Direftors and 


Officers belonging to the ſame, and all Perſons whatſoever 
whom it may concern. 


The general Hoſpital of the Charity in Turin, ſhall for ever 
be ſecular, and reputed for ſuch under our immediate Protection, 


and ſhall never change its Nature under any Pretence, or for 
any Cauſe whatſoever. 


II 


The Directors of this Hoſpital ſhall be in all five and thirty, 
vix . Eleven by Office, and Twenty four by Election; Thoſe by Office 
Mall be the Arch-Biſhop of Turin; two Gentlemen belonging to 
our Court, one a Clergyman, and the other a Lay-man to be 
deputed by us, and our Succeſſors to this Realm, one of the 
Senate, and the other of the Chamber of Accompts; two Syndics 
of this City, two Councellors of the fame, and two Members of 

the Congregation of St. Paul, who ſhall all from Time to Time 
be choſen by their reſpective Bodies, and ſhall ſit according to 
the Diſtinction and Order accuſtom'd. The four and twenty by 
Election ſhall be named by the Corporation of the ſaid Hoſpital, 
and ſhall be choſen from all Orders aud Degrees, ſecular Priefis 
not excepted. All the aforeſaid Directors ſhall remain two Years 
in their Office, one Half nevertheleſs ſhall be changed every 
Year, and the Change ſhall be made in the following Manner. 
For the firſt Time, one Half of the Directors ſhall only remain 
one Year ; inſomuch that the Year being expir'd, we ſhall change 
that Perſon of our Deputies we ſhall think proper, leaving the 
other to continue a Year longer. The Perſon deputed by the 
Senate, ſhall remain two Years; and he only that is deputed by 
the Chamber of Accompts, ſhall be remov'd. As for the Syn- 
dics of the City, when the Year of their Syndicſhip is expir'd, the 
City ſhall obſerve to name them for Directors, with the Title 
of Councellors for the Year enſuirg; and as to the Deputies of 
the Congregation of St. Paul, they ſhall be remov'd according to 
the Order obſery*d, with reſpect to our Deputies from Court, and 
the two Magiſtrates. But beſides, the Directors above-mention'd, 
it ſhall be in the Power of our Attorneys, and Sollicitors gene- 
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ral pro tempore, to be preſent as often as they ſhall think fit, in 
all publick Meetings, as thoſe, whoſe particular Buſineſs it is, to 
watch for the Safety and Welfare of the Publick. 


III. 


The aboveſaid Elections for Directors by Office, ſhall come on 
towards the End of the Year, ſo that on the ſecond Day of the 
new Year, the Corporation may meet for the Nomination of 
Directors by Election, chuſing out of all Orders and Degrees twelve 
new Members, leaving the other twelve of the Year preceeding, 
as already inform'd with the Manner of directing the Hoſpital, 
and filling all the neceſſary Offices: "Theſe Directors by Election 
Mall have an equal Vote with the Directors by Office, but they 
Mall take their Seats after theſe, and without any Precedency 
among themſelves. 


IV. 


If it ſhould happen that any of the Directors ſhould die, or 
ſhould have any Impediment inconſiſtent with the Office of a 


Director, if he be of thoſe Directors that are made by Ele&ion, 


the Corporation ſhall name another in his Place, for the Time 
ftill to come, till there be a Renewal; and as for thoſe by Office, 
it ſhall be the Buſineſs of the Corporation, to petition us, or any 
of the aboveſaid Bodies, according as it ſhall happen to be in 
their Turns. 


V. 


The better to ſecure the Advantage of the Poor, and that 
the ſaid Hoſpital may be govern'd with as much Honeſty, and 
as far from any View of Lucre as is poſſible, we expreſsly for- 
bid, that among the Directors aforeſaid, any ſhould be choſen, 
or if inadvertedly he ſhould be choſen, we forbid him to ac- 
cept that Office, if he happens to have either for himſelf, or 
his Children, any Difference, or Law-ſuit upon any Pretence 
whatſoever with the ſaid Hoſpital, it being our Pleaſure, that 
ſuch a Nomination or Election be void; and that in ſuch Cales, 
an other Perſon be elected, in the Form and Manner, that have 
been order'd in the foregoing Article, with reſpe& to ſuch as 
ſhould die within the Year, or ſhould have ſuch Impediments, 
as are altogether inconſiſtent with the Office of a Director: And 
if ſuch a Difference, or Law-ſuit ſhould ariſe during the Rector- 
ſhip, the Perſon concern'd, ſhall deſiſt from coming to any 
Meeting whatſoever, *till thoſe Differences, or Law - ſuits are 
at an End; with this Proviſo, that if more than a Month is 
requir'd to compole theſe 2 the ſaid Director Rel be 
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of the foreſkid Hoſpital, or wherever they ſhall think it moſt 
convenient and proper: We moreover grant, and confirm to it, 
all the Privileges, Prerogatives, and Exemptions, which at any 
Time have either by Us, or Our Royal Predeceſſors, been granted 
to the ſaid Eſtabliſhment ; and for a further Security and Im- 

rovement of the ſaid Hoſpital, we order, that the following 
1 and Articles, ſhall be obſerv'd by the Corporation 
eftabliſh'd for the Government thereof, by the Directors and 


Officers belonging to the ſame, and all Perſons whatſoever 
whom it may concern. 


The general Hoſpital of the Charity in Turin, ſhall for ever 
be ſecular, and reputed for ſuch under our immediate Protettion, 


and ſhall never change its Nature under any Pretence, or for 
any Cauſe whatſoever. 


n 


The Directors of this Hoſpital ſhall be in all five and thirty, 
viz.. Eleven by Office, and Twenty four by Election; Thole by Office 
Mall be the Arch-Biſhop of Turin; two Gentlemen belonging to 
our Court, one a Clergyman, and the other a Lay-man to be 
deputed by us, and our Succeſſors to this Realm, one of the 
Senate, and the other of the Chamber of Accompts ; two Syndics 
of this City, two Councellors of the ſame, and two Members of 

the Congregation of St. Paul, who ſhall all from Time to Time 
be choſen by their reſpective Bodies, and ſhall ſit according to 
the Diſtinction and Order accuſtom'd. The four and twenty by 
Eleftion ſhall be named by the Corporation of the ſaid Hoſpital, 
and ſhall be choſen from all Orders aud Degrees, ſecular Priefis 
not excepted. All the aforeſaid Directors ſhall remain two Years 
in their Office, one Half nevertheleſs ſhall be changed every 
Year, and the Change ſhall be made in the following Manner. 
For the firſt Time, one Half of the Directors ſhall only remain 
one Year ; inſomuch that the Year being expir'd, we ſhall change 
that Perſon of our Deputies we ſhall think proper, leaving the 
other to continue a Year longer. The Perſon deputed by the 
Senate, ſhall remain two Years; and he only that is deputed by 
the Chamber of Accompts, ſhall be remov'd. As for the Syn- 
dics of the City, when the Year of their Syndicſhip is expir'd, the 
City ſhall obſerve to name them for Directors, with the Title 
of Councellors for the Year enſuirg; and as to the Deputies of 
the Congregation of St. Paul, they ſhall be remov'd according to 
the Order obſerv'd, with reſpect to our Deputies from Court, and 
the two Magiſtrates. But beſides, the Directors above-mention'd, 
it ſhall be in the Power of our Attorneys, and Sollicitors gene- 


ral 
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ral pro tempore, to be preſent as often as they ſhall think fit, in 
all publick Meetings, as thoſe, whoſe particular Buſineſs it is, to 
watch for the Safety and Welfare of the Publick. 


III. 


The aboveſaid Elections for Directors by Office, ſhall come on 
towards the End of the Year, ſo that on the ſecond Day of the 
new Year, the Corporation may meet for the Nomination of 
Directors by Election, chuſing out of all Orders and Degrees twelve 
new Members, leaving the other twelve of the Year preceeding, 
as already intorm'd with the Manner of directing the Hoſpital, 
and filling all the neceſſary Offices: Theſe Directors by Election 

Mall have an equal Vote with the Directors by Office, but they 
all take their Seats after theſe, and without any Precedency 
among themſelves. 


IV. 


If it ſhould happen that any of the Directors ſhould die, or 
ſhould have any Impediment inconſiſtent with. the Office of a a 
Diredor, if he be of thoſe Directors that are made by Election, 
the Corporation ſhall name another in his Place, for the Time 
ftill to come, till there be a Renewal; and as for thoſe by Office, 
it ſhall be the Buſineſs of the Corporation, to petition us, or any 
of the aboveſaid Bodies, according as it ſhall happen to be in 
their Turns. 


V. 

The better to ſecure the Advantage of the Poor, and that 
the ſaid Hoſpital may be govern'd with as much Honeſty, and 
as far from any View of Lucre as is poſſible, we expreſsly for- 
bid, that among the Directors aforeſaid, any ſhould be choſen, 
or if inadvertedly he ſhould be choſen, we forbid him to ac- 
cept that Office, if he happens to have either for himſelf, or 
his Children, any Difference, or Law-ſuit upon any Pretence 
whatſoever with the ſaid Hoſpital, it being our Pleaſure, that 
ſuch a Nomination or EleCtion be void ; and that in ſuch Cales, 
an other Perſon be elefted, in the Form and Manner, that have 
been order'd in the foregoing Article, with reſpect to ſuch as 
ſhould die within the Year, or ſhould have ſuch Impediments, 
as are altogether inconſiſtent with the Office of a Director: And 
if ſuch a Difference, or Law-ſuit ſhould ariſe during the ReCtor- 
ſhip, the Perſon concern'd, ſhall deſiſt from coming to any 
Meeting whatloever, till thoſe Differences, or Law - ſuits are 
at an End; with this Proviſo, that if more than a Month is 
requir'd to compole theſe as” wa: the ſaid Director mail bo 
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look'd upon as uncapable for the preſent of filling that Poſt, and 
another jhall be elected in his Stead, in the Manner and Form 


as above. 
VI. 

The Secretary ſhall be choſen every two Years, on the ſecond 
Day of the Year, out of the Sett of Directors by Election, and he 
ſhall keep an exact and true Regiſter of the Seſſions, Delibera- 
tions, and Orders, and ſhall recover all the Titles, Parchments, Re- 
cords, belonging to the Hoſpital, as he will be able, in order 
to put them up in the Archives, which ſhall be ſhut with 
three Keys, one of which fhall remain with the Secretary, and the 
other two with the Directors that ſhall be chofen, one by Office, 
and the other by Election. The aforeſaid Secretary ſhall be 
allow'd an undet Secretary, who ſhall have a Salary paid him 
by the Hoſpital. 


vII. 


The Receivers, or Treaſurers of the ſaid Hoſpital, one of 
which is to look after the certain and fix'd Income, and the 
other to take care of the Alms and caſual Revenue, ſhall like- 
wiſe be choſen yearly out of the Directors by Election of the 
preceeding Year, as being better inform'd. 


VIII. 


The aboveſaid Elections ſhall be made, as has been ſaid, on 
the ſecond Day of the Year ; as alſo on that Day ſhall be cho- 
{ſen the other Officers, viz. an Advocate, a Sollieitor for the 
Execution of all Clauſes relating to Legacies left te the ſaid 
Hoſpital, Viſitors as well general, as particular, Dire&ors, or 
Deputies, to examine all Paſſengers, the Work of the Poor, the 
Provifions of the Hoſpital, the Poors Box, their Chefts, and to 
determine the Admittanee of ſuch Poor as they ſhall think fit; 
Directors alſo for the Bread, and a weekly Superviſor ; all which 
ſhall be choſen indiſtinctly from among the Directors by Office, 
as well as thoſe by Election, by a Majority of Votes, a particu- 
lar Regard being had to the Capacity of each Perſon, for the 
greater Benefit of the Poor, in whoſe Perſons they ſerve Jeſus 
Chriſt, which Conſideration ought to be a great Inducement for 
them, not only to accept of the foreſaid Employments, but al- 
ſo to diſcharge them with all the Zeal and Diligence that is 
poſſible. However, it ſhall be in the Liberty of the Corpora- 
tion to continue among the ſaid Officers, ſuch as they ſhall 
think proper, and for the Service and Honour of God, will 


of their own Accord, keep in their Employments. 


IX. There 


(27) 


IX. 


There ſhall every Year be appointed a Receiver- general, as 
above has been ſaid, who ſhall be choſen from among the Di- 
reftors by Elettion, to receive the Alms, and all caſual Donations, 
which ſhall from Time to Time be beſtow'd on the faid Hoſ- 
pital ; as alſo a Treaſurer, who may be one of the aforeſaid Di- 
reftors, or any other Perſon of Integrity, upon Condition, that 
the ſaid Treaſurer ſhall collect all the Money, proceeding from 
the fix d and certain Income, belonging to the Hoſpital ; and 
that out of this Fund he ſhall pay thoſe Debts, the Hoſpital 
may have contracted, according to the Balance, which ſhall be 
deliver'd to him either at the Beginning of the Year, or Half- 
yearly; and in caſe the fix'd Income ſhould exceed the Debts, 
the Over-plus ſhall be deliver'd, according to the Orders of the 
Corporation, to the Receiver-general of the Alms, and caſual 
Donations, to whom ſhall be directed all Orders that may con- 
cern the Maintenance of the Poor, with a particular Injunction 
both to the Receiver and Treaſurer, to keep their Books in the 
Manner, which ſhall be preſcrib'd to them, according to their 
reſpective Inſtructions. | 


X. 


The aforeſaid Receiver-general and Treaſurer, ſhall be bound 
to give up in a particular Meeting, to the Secretary, each of 
them in particular, an Account ſign'd with their own Hands, 
of all Receipts and Payments which they haye made, from the 
Time of their giving up their laſt Account, that the Corpora- 
tion may be inform'd of what ready Cath remains, and alſo that 
the Secretary may take down in his Lieger all the Money that 
has enter'd, and all the Payments that have been iſſued, and at 
the End of every Month he may compare theſe Accounts, with 
the Books belonging to the 1aid Receiver-general, and Trea- 
ſurer. 


XI. 


The aforeſaid Receiver, as alſo the Treaſurer ſhall give up 
their Accounts at the End of the Year, to two of the Directors, 
one by Office, and the other by Election, who ſhall be appointed for 
that Purpoſe by a general Meeting; after they ſhall have ſtrictly 
examin'd each Article, and compar'd the whole with thoſe Ac- 
counts given in at the particular Meetings aforeſaid; theſe gene- 
ral Accounts ſhall be laid before a general Meeting, in order to 
be ſettled, and approv'd of by them. There ſhall be a general 
Meeting every laſt Sunday in * and notice ſent hy er 
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hand to all the Directors, who ſtall be preſent unleſs they have 
lawful Cauſe to the co.trary. | 


XII. 
Beſides the aboveſaid general Meeting, the Directors ſhall meet 


in the uſual Chamber of the Hoſpital, every Sunday and Thurſday 


in the Week, at two a-Clock in the Afternoon in Winter, and 
at Four in Summer, unleſs by Reaſon of ſome great Holy-day, 
the Meeting ſhould be put off to the Day following. They ſhall 
alſo meet oftner, when any Thing of Buſineſs ſhall offer, that 
may concern the Hoſpital; and no leſs than two Meetings ſhall 
be held every Week. 


XIII. 


All Reſolutions ſhall be taken by the Majority of Votes, and 
when there is any Buſineſs of Importance to manage, there muſt 
at leaſt be two Thirds of the Directors at the Board, who ne- 
vertheleſs muſt all be ſummon'd : But in Affairs of little Con- 
ſequence, ſeven Directors will be ſufficient, provided there be 
one among them by Office, and in his Abſence the Superviſor 


for the Week ſhall be Preſident in his Stead. All Reſolutions 


taken, in general as well as particular Meetings, ſhall be ſign'd 
by all the Directors preſent, obſerving the uſual Order among 
them. 


XIV. 


In the Meetings held on Sundays, ſhall be read all the Infor- 
mations relating to the outward Poor, their Petitions ſhall be 
examin'd; as alſo all Petitions from fuch as ſhall happen to be 
in Goal, for having begg'd contrary to His Majeſty's Orders. 
All Affairs ſhall be ſettled, that ſhall be propoſed by the Super- 
viſor of the Week, upon his giving up the Chair, and ſucceſ- 
fively all other Affairs, ſuch as Debts, Law-ſuits, Legacies, or 
any other temporal Concerns of the Hoſpital's. 


XV. 

In the Meetings held on Thurſdays, there ſhall firſt of all be 
read, the laſt Reſolutions of the Sunday and Thurſday preceeding, 
to ſee whether they have been put in Execution: In the ſecond 
Place, a Litt ſhall be read of the Viſitations made within that 
Week; after that, Notice ſhall be taken of the Work of the 
Poor, the Produce whereof ſhall be ſtrictly examined into; as 
alſo the Expence of the Corporation, by ſelect Deputarions, and 
the Means of encreaſing their Work ſhall be conſider'd: Finally 
all domeſtick Affairs that may occurr, ſhall that Day be laid 
betore the Board. | os 
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ee: XVI. 


Every three Months there ſhall be an extraordinary Meet- 
ing, in which ſhall be conſider'd the moſt material Aﬀairs of 
the Hoſpital, as thoſe relating to the Service of God, the Ma- 
nagement of the Poor both within and without Doors, the Keep- 
ing the Houſe clean, the good Order and Caſe of the Works, 
the Guards, that ſhall be eſtabliſn'd as hereafter, to baniſh Beg- 
gary, the Bread that is to be given without Doors, the Poor 
that are admitted into, or diſmiſs'd from the Hoſpital, the 
Funds, Income, Legacies, Proviſions to be laid in, and any 
other of the more important Concerns of the Hoſpital. 


XVII. 


To obtain the End we chiefly propoſe, which is to baniſh 
Idleneſs, we expreſsly forbid all Manner of Perſons, hail and 
weak, of whatſoever Age, Sex, or Condition to begg in the 
Streets, Houſes, Churches, or at the Gates of this City, and 
Suburbs, by Night or by Day, publickly or in private, for 
any Reaſon or Pretence whatſoever, under Pain of Impriſonment 
for the firſt Time, and a ſtill greater Puniſhment to be inflicted 
by our Senate, as they ſhall think fit, in Caſe of Relapſe : And the 
Corporation ſhall with all Diligence and Application obſerve, 
that what has been enjoin'd hitherto, be duly put in Execu- 
tion, and that no Beggars for the Future be admitted within 
the City. 


XVIII. 


We likewiſe forbid all Perſons, of any Degree or Condition 
whatſoever, to give any Charity to poor Beggars, Vagrants, or 
Perſons unknown, either at Church, in the Streets, or elſewhere, 
much leſs to give them Lodgings, or ſhelter them in their own 
Houſes; eſpecially all Inn-keepers, Tavern-men, and thoſe who 
have Lodgings or Beds to Lett, for any Reaſon or Pretence what- 
ſoever, under the Penalty of five Livres of Piemont, for the fit᷑ſt 
Time, on thoſe who ſhall give any Charity, and of a much 
more conſiderable Fine, on thoſe who any Ways {ſhall encourage 
or receive any Beggar, Vagrant, or Perſou unknown, or thall re- 
lapſe in beſtowing their Charity : According to the commendable. 
Cuſtom obſery'd in other Countries, and particularly in the Ec- 
cleſiaſtical State. All the foreſaid Fines ſhall be applied to the 
Uſe of the ſaid Hoſpital ; and for the Punithment of Offenders, 
and Recovery of the ſaid Fines, we order our Vicar of the City 
of Turin, fro tempore, to whom we grant the neceſſary Authority 
for ſo doirg, to diſpatch without Delay all Tryals of this Na- 


ture, at the Suit of any Perſon ſoever that will proſecute for the 
| Hoſpital 5 


( 30 ) 


Hoſpital ; and upon the Depoſition on Oath of any creditable 
Peridn, for a Proof of any ſuch Contravention, which, if the 
Party ſhould defire it, ſhall be kept ſecret: We order alſo, that 
entire Credit ſhall be given to all Guards, and Soldiers to be 
appointed as hereafter, and that upon the Depoſition on Oath 
of any of theſe, Judgement ſhall enſue, and all Fines recover'd ſhall 
b2 applied to the Uſe of the Hoſpital. 


XIX. 


And in Order to keep the ſaid Poor from Begging, it ſhall 
be the Directors Buſineſs to appoint eight Guards, or even 
as far as twelve; in order to ſeize on not only ail Beggars, 
but alſo Vagrants, and to carry them to the Priſon belonging to 
the Hoſpitaf, from whence they ſhall afterwards be remov'd into 
thoſe belonging to the Senate; and the ſaid Guards ſhall all be 


cloath'd alike, and have a diſtin Colour, that they may be 
known by all People. 


XX. 


Whenever any of the ſaid Poor ſhall be admitted into 
the Hoſpital, two of the Directors with the Secretary, and 
Under-Secretary ſhall take an exact Acconrt of all the Houſe- 
hold-Gooes, Money, and Apparel, which ſhall be found in their 
Poſſeſſion, in order to give them back to the ſaid Poor, if ever 
they ſhould quit the Hoſpital ; ſuch Clothes, or Linnen only as 
were in conſtant Uſe, ſhall remain to the Hoſpital, when any 
of the Poor ſhall happen to die in it, and the Over-plus ſhall 
be given to their Heirs at Law, or to thoſe they ſhall appoint 
by Will. The faid Hoſpital ſhall alſo enjoy the Uſe and Profits of 
all Effects belonging to the ſaid Poor, while they remain in it, 
provided theſe Poor ſhould have no Relations in Want, to whom 


they are obliged by the Laws to afford a reaſonable Main- 
tenance. | 


XXI. 


There ſhall alſo be made an Inventory of all Effects move- 
able, or immoveable belonging to the Hoſpital, and when any 
new Acquiſitions are made, they ſhall be charged in the ſaid 
Inventory, and all Effects of any Nature whatloever, ſhall be 
Put into tuch Hands, as the Corporation ſhall appoint. 


XXII. 

In Order to prevent the Hoſpital's being troubled with Quan- 
tities of poor Foreigners, who thro' a Spirit of Idleneſs are apt 
to forſake their native Country, the Corporation for the Future 
mall give no Relief to any Family, or any poor Body, but ſuch 
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as are born in the City, Suburbs, or Liberties of Turin, or have 
had a Dwelling in any of theſe Places for three Years together 
before they were reduc'd to Beggary. Nevertheleſs, poor Pal- 
ſengers ſhall be aſſiſted by the Director, appointed for that Pur- 
poſe, after they ſhall have been examin'd in the Manner pre- 
ſerib'd by the Corporation; provided always that among theſe 
Paſſengers ſhall not be comprehended any Pilgrims, who have 
a Shelter afforded them by the Hoſpital of the moſt holy 


Trinity. 
XXIII. 


To the End that the Hoſpital may not be filld with uſeleſs Per- 
ſons, there ſhall be no Room allow'd for Children of either Sex, 
under ſeven Years of Age compleat, at which Age Children may 
be capable of Inſtruction, and fit to learn a Trade. Thoſe un- 
der that Age ſhall nevertheleſs be reliey'd, out of the Hoſpital, 
if they ſhould happen to be in Want. 


XXIV. 


There ſhall upon no Account whatſoever be admitted into 
the faid Hoſpital, any Perſon affected with any contagious Di- 
ſtemper, as the 1 Evil, Scall on the Head, Cancers, the 
foul Diſeaſe, Leproſy, the Falling-Sickneſs, a Conſumption, « 
hectick Fever, or any other Diſtemper that is catching ; but 
the ſaid Poor ſhall be look'd after in their own Houſes : There 
ſhall be no Admittance alſo for married Perſons, and for Women 
that are lewd, or have a bad Character. | 


XXV. 

None ſhall be admitted into, or diſmiſs'd from the Haſpital, 
without an Order from the Corporation, unleſs ſome ä 
Accident ſnould happen, which requir'd a ſpeedy Reſolution, ſo 
that one Day's Delay might occaſion ſome notable Prejudice to 
the Hoſpital, in which Caſe the Superviſor of the Week, hav- 
ing previouſly. advis'd with two other Directors, may turn out 


any poor Body who ſhall deſerve it. 


Upon no Acceunt whatſoever, even for Poverty, Admittance- 
into the Hoſpital ſhall be allow'd to any Maiden, or Widow, 
that are of any particular Order, altho” Secular. The Governeſs, 
as alſo the Miſtreſſes, ſnall not wear any Habit, that reſembles 


thoſe of any Order, College, or Congregation whatſoever. 


XXVII. 
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XXVII. 
There ſhall in a particular Book be ſet down the Name, Sur- 


name, and Age of all the Poor, as alſo the Day of their Com- 


ing in, their Going out, and their Death ; and it any one ſhould 
happen to be turn'd out by Reaſon of any Offence, no Notice 


ſhall be taken of it in the Book, to prevent any Prejudice he 
might receive by it. 


XX VIII. 


The Officers living actually in the Hoſpital, ſhall have all 
Authority of correfting and puniſhing the Poor, who for the 
moſt part would be untoward, and inlolent, were they not un- 
der ſome Diſcipline, and us'd with moderate Severity : And in 
order to the Poor's being more reſpectful and ſubmiſſive to their 
Officers, they ſhall never be corretted upon any Occaſion, in 
the Preſence of the other Poor, but always in private, and as 
tenderly as poſſible. 


XXIX. 


There ſhall never be received in Publick, either by Word of 
Mouth, or in Writing, any Complaint from the Poor of the 
Gity againft the Guards, much leſs from thoſe of the Hoſpital 
agairſt their Officers, but only in Private, to keep them thereby 
from growing too inſolent. 


XXX. 


Such of the Poor as are ſick, ſhall be remov'd to the three 
Hoſpitals of St. John, Saints Mauritius and Lazarus, and St. John 
di Dio, that is, to any of theſe, where, all Things conſider'd, 
there will be greater Corveniences for them; and there they 


Mall be received, and taken Care of, till they are entirely 
recover'd. 


XXXI. 


The Superviſor for the Week ſhall have by him all the Keys 
belonging to the Offices, and of all Proviſions neceſſary for daily 
Uſe: He ſhall alſo enter upon Duty on the Sunday Night, keep- 
ing conſtantly in the Hoſpital, that is from Morning *till Night, 
excepting ſome Time allow'd for his Dinner, which he ſhall eat 


in his own Houſe, but never in the Hoſpital. 


XXXII. | | 


The Superviſor for the Week aforeſaid, ſhall have by him a 
particular Book, in which he ſhall ſet down all thoſe Alms he 


ſhall 
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ſhall receive Day by Day, the Perſons from whom he had them, 
and the Sort or Kind they are of: And in order to give greater 
Encouragement to private Charity, ſeveral Boxes ſhall be ſet up 
with two different Keys, one to be kept by the ſaid Superviſor 
for the Week, and the other by the Dixe&or who ſhall be ap- 
pointed monthly for that Purpoſe. 


XXXIII. 


Upon any Neceſſity of the Hoſpital whatſoever, the Directors 
ſnall not be allow'd to ask any Charity one from another, when 
they are all aſſembled: Neither ſhall the Poor ask any Thing 
of Strangers, or of any Body that goes to ſee the Hoſpital. 


XXXIV. 


The Guards ſhall not be allow'd to take any Thing whatſo- 
ever from Beggars, without incurring a ſevere Puniſhment, even 
corporal according to the Nature of the Fact; and Beggars ſhall 
not dare to make any Reſiſtance, under Pain of being puniſh'd, 
as the Directors ſhall think fit, even corporally, according to 
the Circumſtances of the Offence, as our Senate ſhall determine 
with Reſpect to both the aforeſaid Caſes: And in Caſe of Re- 
ſiſtance, we order, and command all Citizens and Inhabitants of 
this City, to aid and abett the ſaid Guards, under the Penalty 
of a Crown of Gold for every Time they ſhall refuſe their 
Aſſiſtance, the ſaid Fine to be applied to the Uſe of the Hol. 
pital. Forbidding moreover all Perſons to rail at, or abuſe the 
ſaid Guards, as alſo to endeavour or offer to reſcue the Poor, 
under Pain for the Offenders of being immediately ſent to 
Priſon, and proſecuted with the utmoſt Vigour, at the Suit of 
the foreſaid Directors. ä | 

XXXV. 

The Office of the Viſitor being to maintain the good Order eſtab- 
liſh'd, and to prevent all Abuſes both within, and without Doors, 
this good Order ſhould conſiſt chiefly in the following Heads; 
which are Firſt, the Service of God; Secondly, Cleanlineſs ; 
Thirdly, the Manufactures; Fourthly, the Guards; In the fifth 
Place, the City's being freed from Beggars; and laſtly the Entring 
and Going out of the Poor. The ſaid Viſitor ſhall enter upon 
Duty on the Thurſday Night; he ſhall viſit each Day the Houſe 
all over, the Apartments, the ManufaCtures, the Offices, ſpeak- 
ing with the domeſtick Officers, hearkning to all, and carefully 
ſetting down all that occurs, in his Regiſter. 


5 xXXXVI. 
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XXXVI. 

The Viſitors ſhall write down their Viſitations in a Book de- 
fign'd for that Purpoſe, and ſhall leave all Affairs of any Con- 
ſequence to be decided by the Corporation: The Secretary giv- 
ing them an Account of the whole at their firſt Meeting, and 
minuting at the ſame Time their Reſolutions, the following Vi- 
ſitor ſhall have the Care of putting them in Execution. 


XXXVII. 


On every Sunday of the Year, Bread for the whole Week ſhall 
be diſtributed to the Poor of the City, who have their Depen- 
dance on this Hoſpital, after theſe Poor have been examin'd in 
Publick, and ſecret Informations have been taken: This Diſtri- 
bution of Bread ſhall be made in the Morning after Divine Ser- 
vice. The Lift containing the Names of all the Poor, ſhall al- 
ways be of the ſame Hand, without Eraſements, and ſhall be 
ſeal'd with the Hoſpital's Seal. While the Bread is diſtributing, 
the Names of all thoſe that ſhall receive it, ſhall be taken down; 
as alſo the Quantity of Bread that is given away; from thence 
the whole ſhall be tranſcrib'd into a particular Book, and ſign'd 
every Diſtribution- Day, by the foreſaid Directors appointed for 
that Purpoſe. 


XXXVII. 


The Bread ſhall always be of a good Sort; and Money ſhall 


4 be given for any Reaſon or Pretence whatſoever in Lieu 
Ot it. 


XXXIX. 


Every Vear, in the Beginning of the Months of June and No- 
vember, a general Viſitation ſhall be made in the City, and a 
private One of all the Poor, to whom the Bread of the Hoſ- 


pital is diſtributed ; and there ſhall never be any given away, 


unleſs by Order of the Corporation, after a ſecret Information ; 
excepting ſome extraordinary Caſes, in which the Superviſor for 
the Week, together with the Viſitor, may give ſome away pro- 
viſionally till the next Meeting: But they ſhall not be allow'd 
to go on, without acquainting the Corporation, and having 
their Conſent. 


XL. 


The Directors appointed for receiving ſecret Informations, ſhall 
be as diligent and t:i& as poſſible, and never biaſs'd by Par- 


tiality, or Sollicitations, always remembring they are only * 
ard 


— 


<=; 
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ards for the Poor, and that they muſt one Day or other give 
an exact Account to God of their Adminiſtration. 


XLI. 


The Poor of the City, to whom the Bread is diſtributed; ſhall 

during Eafter Holy-days, deliver to the Prieſt, appointed for the 

ſpiritual Direction of the Poor, Certificates of the Curate of their 

reſpettive Pariſhes ; which Certificates, or Atteſtations ſhall be 

examin'd by a Deputy of the Corporation, to juſtifie their hav- 

* —— their Duty; otherwiſe they ſhall be depriv'd of their 
Wance. . 


XLII. 


The Proviſions of any Conſequence, eſpecially thoſe of Corn, 
Wine, and Wood, ſhall be laid in by Three Directors particu- 
larly appointed tor that Purpoſe by a general Meeting, and to 
a like Meeting they ſhall deliver up an Account, ſpecitymg the 
Quantity, Quality, and Price of thoſe Proviſions ; as alſo the 
Day, and Names of the Perſons they bought them of: They 
ſhall always be mindful of ordering Matters to the beſt Advan- 
tage for the Hoſpital, and to buy in their Proviſions at the 


moſt ſeaſonable Times. 


XLII. 
The Corporation ſhall take Care to eſtabliſh Works and Ma- 


- nufaftures of the moſt Profit, and eaſieſt Sale; and two Deputies 


ſhall be appointed Surveyors of the Works, but the ſame ſhall 
never continue in the ſaid Employment above two Years, on 
the contrary, one of theſe ſhall be remoy'd every Year. The 
ſaid Directors ſhall ſee that an exact Account be kept of all 
Proviſions, and Sales, by the Comptroller of the Manufactures, 
and Works, who for that Purpoſe ſhall keep a Journal, and a 
Lieger, and carefully poſt all Accounts from one Book to the 
other. None of the Directors ſhall ever be allow'd to receive 
any Money, or have any Share in the Manufactures, either di- 
rectly, or indireftly ; and much leſs the Deputies, whoſe parti- 
cular Buſineſs it is to ſee, that all the Profit ſhall belong to the 
Hoſpital, and that the Accompts be exactly made up every 
Month, as well for the Caſh, as the Ware-houſe, and deliver'd 
to them, and two other Deputies of the Corporation ; of all which 


. Accompts, a Copy duly ſign'd ſhall be put into the Hands of 


the Secretary. 


XLIV. 


Such Work-men, and Artificers as ſhall be thought moſt pro- 
per by the Corporation, to iuſtrutt and direct the Poor, ſhall 
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by the ſame be choſen, and appointed for the Hoſpital : And in 


Order to encourage ſuch as ſhall be choſen for that Purpoſe, 
to teach the Poor with all Care and Diligence, they ſhall during 


'the Time of their Employment, be exempted, as We do now for 


all that Time exempt them, from Quartering Soldiers, keeping 
their Watch, and from all other perſonal Duties.. 


XLV. 


No Body whatſoever ſhall be allow'd within the Hoſpital to 
ſell either Bread, Wine, Pruit, or any Eatables whatſoever : 
Neither ſhall any one be ſuffer'd to game, to ſmoak, or to do 
any Thing that might give Offence ; and as to the Directors they 
Mall never be allow'd to eat in the Hoſpital. 


XLVI. 


In the Refectory Silence ſhall be ſtrictly obſerv'd, as well by 
the Poor, as by thoſe, who ſhall go in to ſee them eat, or to 
ſerve them at Table. While they are at Table, ſome ſpiritual 
Lecture ſhall be made, in Order to accompany the Nouriſhment: 
of their Bodies, with that of their Souls. 


XLVII. 


We order, and command the Secretary of our Senate, the Se- 
cretaries of our Tribunals, all Notaries, Scriveners, or any other 
publick Regiſters of Wills and Teſtaments, Codicils, Donations 
after Death, or any Diſpoſal whatſoever by laſt Will, as alto 
of Contracts, Tranſattions, Sentences, which ſhould happen to 
contain any Donations, Legacies, Intails, Fines, Mulcts, Alms, 
or any other Gifts in behalf of the Poor of our City of Turin, 
or of the Hoſpital, to give Notice within the Term of ten Days 
after the Contracts have been made, or Sentence has been given, 
and alſo within the ſaid Term, after they have had Information 
given them of the Teſtator's Death, to the Directors of the Hol- 
Pital, of all that is contain'd in ſuch Contracts, Writings, and. 
Diſpoſals in behalf of the Hoſpital ; We order them alſo within 
five Days, to deliver to one of thefe Directors, who ſhall be par- 
ticularly appointed for that a! wy an authentick Py of the 
Minutes of the aboveſaid Contracts, Legacies, and Diſpoſals; and 
that they ſhall receive from the faid Directors for their Paper 
and Trouble, five Pence per Sheet, unleſs they had rather do it 
out of Charity in Favour of the Hoſpital. And in Caſe they 
ſhould not within the ſaid Term deliver up the ſaid Copies, and 
give due Notice, as aforeſaid, They ſhall without auy Remiſſion 
pay a Fine of four Crowns of Gold, to be applied to the Uſe 


of the ſaid Hoſpital, for every Act, Diſpoſal, or Contract, as 


above; 
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above; which ſhall not within that Time be notified according 
to theſe our Orders. | 


XLVIII. 


Whereas before the Publication of theſe Regulations, there may 
have been made ſeveral Contracts, Wills, or other Deeds, and 
Writings in Favour of the Poor, and of the Hoſpital, without 
there having been due Notice given in Conformity to our Or- 
ders, and thoſe of our Royal Predeceſſors, Our Will and Plea- 
ſure is, that ſuch as have not complied, ſhall be exempt from 
all Penalties upon Account of what is paſt ; provided they have 
not hitherto been ſued in any of our Courts, and that within a 
Month after the Publication of theſe Statutes, they ſhall give 
to the aforeſaid Directors ſuch Informations, and authentick Co- 
pies as above order'd, of all Contracts, Wills, Writings, and Diſ- 
poſals, at leaſt of ſuch, as have been made within theſe ten 
Years laſt paſt; and for a Juſtification of their having deliver'd 
up their Writings, they ſhall have a Receipt of the Director ap- 

ointed for that Purpoſe; and if within the ſaid Term they 
ould not have conform'd to theſe Orders, they ſhall irrevocably. 
pay the Fine aboveſaid.. 


XLIX. 


In Order to obtain judgment, and to bring the Guilty to pa 
the aboveſaid Fines to be applied to the Uſe of the Hoſpital, as 
has been mentioned in the foregoing Article, the ſaid Directors 
hall be allow'd to act in the Name of the Hoſpital, and to 
appear either perſonally, or by a lawful Attorney, judicially or 
extra- judicially, to make the neceſſary Demands for obtaining a 
Sentence, and Payment of the ſaid Fines, and this betore their 
reſpective Judges, or Magiſtrates; with this Proviſo, that the 
Judges ſhall decide without Appeal, and. without the Formality 
of a Proceſs, but merely. upon the ſummary Proofs: of both Par- 
ties: As for the civil Concerns depending upon Contracts, Clau- 
ſes, Tranſactions, and other. ſuch Writings, the ſaid Directors 
may by their lawful. Attorney, appear before the Senate, put 
in their Demands, and proceed 'till Sentence be given, and put 
in Execution: As to ſuch Law-ſuits the ſaid Hoſpital ſhall be 
allow'd to plead. in forma Pauperum according to our Edift, and. 
thoſe of Our Royal Predeceſſors. 


L. 


If there ſhould happen to be any Will or Teſtament, contain- 
ing any Legacy in Favour of the Poor in general, without any 
further Specification, We declare that theſe Legacies, and Dona- 


tions ſhall belong to the. Hoſpital, as repreſenting the 2 : 
Body. 
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Body of the Poor in general, inſomuch, that the Directors may 
take the neceſſary Meaſures to recover the ſame, upon Condi- 


tion that they ſhall comply with every Clauſe contain'd in thoſe 
Wills, according to the Intention of the Teftator. 


LI. | | 
In order to facilitate the Execution of what has been order'd 
above, the Corporation ſhall have it in their Power, to eſtabliſh 
ſuch Rules, as they ſhall find moſt convement, eſpecially for 
what may concern the Management of the Hoſpital both within 
and without : But if it ſhould be thought neceſſary to add any 
other Regulation, which ſhould not interfere with the Conſtitu- 


tion of the.Hoſpital, they ſhall apply to Us, that we may order 


Matters, as the Nature of Affairs, and Circumſtances ſhall re- 
quire, 


- 


LIE. 


In order to obtain a more exact Performance of all the Re- 
gulations and Statutes above-mentioned, eſpecially with Regard 


to the Poor, who ſhall be ſhut up in the ſaid Hoſpital, we 


grant the ſaid Directors all Power and Authority of directing, 
cor recting, and puniſhing the ſaid Poor; for which Purpoſe e 
permit them to have their Priſons in the ſaid Hoſpital, and more- 
over Irons, and Fetters, which ſhall be us'd upon thoſe Poor, 


who are any Ways diſobedient, unruly, or inſolent. The Di- 


rectors may alſo condemn them to be whipp'd, and to live 


ſome Time upon Bread and Water; provided ſuch as deſerve it, 
have been from Time to Time admoniſhed, and corrected by 
the Rectors, Chaplains, and other Officers, who, we are aſſur'd, 
will always uſe all neceſſary Moderation and Charity, and par- 
ticularly have a due Regard to the Circumſtances of the Facts. 
And if it ſhould happen that the ſaid Poor notwithſtanding theſe 
Corrections and Puniſhments, ſhould grow obſtinate, and unruly, 
or ſhould commit any Fault, which might deſerve a greater 
Pumſhment than being ſent to Goal, or being whipp'd, or any 
ſuch like Correction, Our Will and Pleaſure is, that as our Se- 
nate is to have a Juriſdiction and Authority over this Place, 
theſe Poor, as well as any other Offender whatſoever, who ſhall 
be found in the ſaid Hoſpital, ſhall be immediately taken up, 
and ſent by the Directors te the Priſons belonging to the Se- 
nate, ( Notice thereof having previouſly been ſent to the firſt 
Preſident, or in his Abſence to the Regent of the Senate, to 
the End that their Proceſs may be made, and the Guilty may 
be puniſh'd according to their Deſerts, in Reaſon and N 
The Directors ſhall be obliged to give in their Proofs of all 
Riots or any other Offence committed. 


LIII. 
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LIII. 


We expreſsly forbid all the Poor, who ſhall have been ad- 
mitted into the Hoſpital, either to run away, or even to be ab- 
ſent without a written Licence from the Corporation, under Pain 
of being ſeized in any Part whatſoever of our Dominions, at the 
Requeſt of the Corporation aforeſaid, without any other For- 
mality : We alſo command all Judges or Officers whatſoever, to 
proceed upon any ſuch Demand made in the Name of the ſaid 
Corporation, and to deliver up to the ſaid Hoſpital ſuch as fall 
into their Hands, in Order to their being puniſh'd, as the Cor- 
poration ſhall think proper. We forbid moreover all Perſons 
whatſoever to receive or harbour any of the ſaid Fugitives ; to 
buy any Clothes, or any Thing elſe they may offer to ſell, if 
it is known they belong to the ſaid Hoſpital, under ſuch Pe- 
nalties as our Senate ſhall think fit to inflict. We alſo charge all 
Perſons whatſoever, that ſhall happen to have Notice of any 
Place wherein the ſaid Fugitives are harbour'd, or to know of 
any that may have bought or receiv'd Clothes or any Thing 


elfe belonging to the ſaid Hoſpital, to denounce them to the 


ſaid Corporation, in Order to their being puniſh'd according to 


their Deſerts; under the Penalties our Senate ſhall think pro- 
per to inflict. 


LIV. 


Finally, the Regulations which require a more exact Obſer- 
vance, and which, we ſtrictly charge, may be put in Execu- 
tion with all the Zeal, and Punctuality that is poſſible, are the 
following, viz. 


That Beggary be for ever baniſh'd from the City, ſince the 


Maintenance of the publick Hoſpital muſt infallibly decay, when- 


ever the Abuſe of publick Beggary ſhould once more be to- 
lerated. | | 


That the Service of God be performed with all Decency and. 
Care, and that the Officers belonging to the Hoſpital be de- 
vout and modeſt, and the Poor have a good Education, and 
that they be well inſtructed. 

That great Care be taken that the Clothes of the Poor be 
kept clean, as alſo all other Things belonging to the Hoſpital ; 
fince Cleanlineſs helps as much as any Thing elſe to keep the 
Poor in Health. 

That the weekly Superviſor, the Viſitors, and other Officers 
employ*d in the Service of the Hoſpital, take Care to do their 
Duty. : | | 

Our Will and Pleaſure is, that all theſe Articles aforeſaid, as 
being Part of the preſent Edict, be obſery'd according to _ 
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Form and Terour; and we particularly charge our Attorney, 
and our Sollicitor-General to ſee them duly put in Execution, an 

to make their Complaint to our Miniſters and Magiſtrates, or 
give Notice to us, in Caſe they ſhould not be obſerv'd: We 
make no doubt but that all our Magiſtrates, Miniſters, Noble- 
men, Vaſſals, and Burgeſſes will very freely do all that lies in 
their Power, to forward ſo good an Undertaking, to the Ho- 
nour and Glory of God, and of our blefſed Saviour: And we 
finally command our Magiſtrates both of the Senate and Cham- 
ber of Accompts, to regiſter this preſent Edict with the afore- 
ſaid Statutes and Regulations, ſuch being our Pleaſure. Given 


at the Yenerie the 17th Day of April, 1717, in the fourth Year 
of our Reign. 


V. AMEDEUS, 


RAYBERTI. 


GC xas NT 
The certain and untertain Income of the publick Hoſ- 
Pital of the Poor in Turin. 


T HE firſt and principal Stock of this Hoſpital conſiſts 


in its ancient Foundation, the Endowments, and Lega- 

cies which have from Time to Time been left by di- 
vers Benefattors. But this Fund was ſo reduc'd by the conſi- 
derable Expences the Hoſpital had made during a long War, 
that it would have been impoſſible to have maintain'd half the 
Number of Poor according to this new Regulation, if His Ma- 
jeſty had not added to the former Endowments a conſiderable 
yearly Revenue in Money and Corn. This Example was follow- 
ed by the Queen, all the Royal Family, and many of the No- 
bility and Gentry, who have ſettled certain Sums as a fix'd 


Charity payable yearly to the ſaid Hoſpital, which conſider- 
ably increaſe its Revenue. 


Secondly, The Work of the Poor, who are all employ'd accord- 


ing to their reſpettive Abilities, will be ſome Addition to the 
Capital Stock. 


Third 


(41) 


Thirdly, The Gatherings which from Time to Time will be | 
made by Order of the Deputies of the Corporation, at every 
Houſe in the City, and Day by Day at the Doors of all the 
Churehes, will go a great Way; ; when the Inhabi- 
4 tants find they are no longer troubled with the [mportunities 
of publick Beggars, 
Finally, the beſt and principal Dependance of this Hoſpital, | 
is upon Birine Providence, which, as it ſupplies the vile in- | 
ſefts with Food, will never abandon the Poor, who are the 
Members of Jeſus Chriſt, 4 
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ar 1b FR 
INSTRUCTIONS and Ru LES to be obſerv'd 
in Iſtabliſbing General HOSPITALS for 
the Poor, in the Dominions of His Sacred Majeſty 
the King of Sicily, Oc. Oc. 


I S Majeſty, in Purſuance of the Reſolution He had 
taken of baniſhing entirely .Beggary from His Domi- 
— nions, thought fit to begin this Enterprize, by Shel- 
tering all the Beggars of Turin in the general Hoſ- 
= of that. City. After He. had found, that this firſt 2 


ad anſwered His Expettation, His Majeſty publiſh'd an Edict, 


by which He commanded all the other Cities in His States, to 
make the ſame Proviſion for their Poor, either by eſtablithing 
general Hoſpitals, if it lay in their Power; if not, by ſettling 
charitable Corporations. Theſe Orders extended alſo to all 
Boroughs, Villages, and Hamlets, to the End, that in all His 
Dominions, there ſhould abfolutely remain no Poor, but what by 
this Means ſhould have a ſufficient Maintenance, and thereby 
be free'd from the Neceſſity of Begging. 

There is this Difference betwixt general Hoſpitals, and cha- 
ritable Corporations, that altho* both are eſtabliſh'd with a View 
of baniſhing Beggary (without which the Enterprize is of no 
Service) yet general Hoſpitals are meant to receive Part of the 
Poor into a Houſe furniſh'd with all Neceſſaries, and govern'd 
by proper Officers and Miniſters; as alſo to relieve without 
Doors thoſe other Poor, who could have no Admittance ; for 
which Reaſon they ought only to be eſtabliſh'd in Cities of 


Note: Whereas charitable Corporations are intended to relieve 


all the Poor of any particular Place, by ſupplying them with 
Neceſſaries, without ſhutting of them up. 

For which Purpoſe, His Majeſty has order'd theſe two Books 
to be publiſh*d, which contain the Inftruttions and Rules to be 


oblerv*d in eſtabliſhing general Hoſpitals, as well as charitable Cor- 
porations. | 
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. . 
The Manner of Eſtabliſhing General Hos yITALS 
for the Poor. | 


I H E Foundation of general Hoſpitals belonging as 
well to the Spiritual, as to the Civil Power, ' ought 
to be conſider'd as an Undertaking of the King, the 

- Biſhops and the other Clergy, as alſo of the Magi- 
tracy and Laity of every particular City. Therefore, it is fit, 
that both theſe Bodies Eccleſiaſtical and Civil, ſhould concurr 


in executing and bringing to Perfection an Undertaking which 
concerns each of them in particular. 


2. And in Order to bring Matters to bear, with as little 
Trouble as poſſible, it will not be amiſs to appoint a certain 
Number of Clergymen, who from the Pulpit ſhall urge the Ne- 
ceſſity of ſuch Foundations in general, and repreſent the Man- 
ner of erecting an Hoſpital, the great Advantage that will ac- 
crue thereby to the Publick, and how eaſily ſuch Foundations 
may be kept up and ſupported. 8 

But above all Things, they muſt endeavour to convince their 
Congregations, that the Erecting of general Hoſpitals, far from 
being a new Burthen upon them, is rather an Abatement of 
their Charge, fince by this Means they will be free'd from all 
Vagrants, and lazy Beggars, who had the beſt Share in thoſe 


Alms, that in Juſtice belong to the truly poor and indigent. 


982 Beſides, 
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Beſides, they may uſe this Argument, that if their Alms have 
hitherto been ſufficient to ſupport three Sorts of Poor ; viz. 
Thoſe that are really neceſſitous, who muſt have periſh'd, for 
Want of ſeaſonable Supplies; Thoſe that diſguiſe their Condition, 
and had rather begg, than work for their Living ; and laftly the 
Vagrants; ſure their Alms will be more than ſufficient to main- 
tain the truly Neceſſitous, who will be the only Poor left to their 
Charge, eſpecially as they will now be employed at Work, either 
withia the Hoſpital, or. without Doors, and thereby get Part 
of their Suſtinence. Laſtly, they muſt endeavour to prove, that 
theſe Foundations far from increaſing the Number of Poor, will 
on the contrary diminiſh it by much. | 


3. After theſe previous Diſpoſitions, the Citizens muſt meet, 
in Order to nominate the Members of the Corporation, whoſe 
Gare it will be to govern the Hoſpital. There are generally 
two Sorts of Members, who ought to compoſe this Corporation : 
Some by Virtue of their Office, and theſe are perpetual; as for 
Inſtance, among the Clergy, the Biſhop of the Town, if there be 
any, if not, the head Dignitary, or chief Miniſter of the Pariſh, 
and among the Laity, Governor, the Magiſtrates, and the 
like. The other Members are to be made by Election, and taken 
from the whole Body of Inhabitants; and theſe are moveable, 
and only for a ſet Time. 


4. Theſe Members that are choſen by the Body of inhabi- 
wants, ſhould be honeſt and vertuous Men, zealous for the Poor, 
and in a Capacity of attending their Office, without any Pre- 
judice to their own Affairs. 


5. When once this Corporation or Society is form'd, they ſhalt 
for the Future elect their en Members. For the firſt Time 
all thoſe Members ſhall remain in their Office during the Space- 
of two'Years; after the Expiration of which, one Half of thoſe 
of the firſt Election, who ſhall be willing to remain a Year longer, 
mall be continued, and an equal Number of new Members add- 
ed to them, who ſhall 61! up the Vacancies of thoſe that ſhall 
quit their Emy at che Time inted. But for the Fu- 
ture, that one Half of the Members, to wit, thoſe that ſhall have 
compleated the two Years, ſhall be remov'd, and an equal Num- 
ber ſhall be choſen to ſucceed them, from among the whole 


Body of Inhabitants. This Eleftion mall be made every Year at 


leaſt, upon a fix'd Day appointed by the Corporation, who 
Thall Have it in their Power to nominate any of the old Mem- 
bers to continue in their Employments, whenever they ſhall 
think it proper. 


6. The. 
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6. The Number of Direttors ought not to be too great, to 
avoid as much as poſſible a Diſparity of Opinions, a perhaps 
many Quarrels. They muſt not alſo be too few, by Reaſon of 
the many Employments that muſt be fill'd wp. 


f * 
Cu Ar. II. 
Of the Eleddion of OF HIER S for the 


Meeting, they muſt proceed to the Naming of proper 
| Officers or Deputies to be choſen from among them- N 
| ſelves : Theſe Deputies ſhall divide among each other, the Em- | 
ployments, and Duties requiſite for the Management of the 
Poor, and every one ſhall obſerve the particular Regulations be- 
longing to his Office. Theſe Deputie, are all to ſerve gratis, 
and are as follows. | "3 | 
A Secretary, who is to write down all the Reſolutions taken 
* 8 by the Corporation, and the Names of the Poor, who apply 
for Relief. e 
A Treaſurer, who is to receive all the Alms beſtow'd on 
the Poor, and to be accountable for the ſame to the Cor po- 
ration, | — Þ 
One, or more Diſtributors of the Bread, whoſe Buſineſs jt will 
be to diſtribute it publickly once a Week to all the Poor with- 
out Doors, on ſuch Days as the Corporation ſhall think fit to 
appoint. | | a th 
FA Deputy for Paſſengers, who is to examine all thoſe that 
ask, or deſerve, what they call Paſſage-Money ; and either to 
give it or deny it, according to the Rules preſcrib'd by the 
- Corporation. 
A Deputy for the Poor that are ſick, if there be any in the | 
City or Liberties, that ought not, or cannot be admitted into | 
the Hoſpiral. | | N 
A Deputy for the Poor that are aſham'd to begg, or receive 
aay Charity in Publick, but ought to be reliev'd in Secret by 
An Advocate, or Attorney, who is to take all the Care that 
is poſſible of the Concerns, as well of the Hoſpital, as of the 
Poor. 4 Fo 
An 


| F . S ſoon as the Corporation is form'd, upon their firſt 
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An Overſeer, or Viſitor for every particular Day of the 
Week, who is to viſit the Hoſpital, and to write down all that 
he obſerves in his Viſitation. 

A Deputy for the Viſitations, who is to put in Execution all 
that is written and order'd by each Overſeer. 

A Deputy for the Boxes belonging to the Poor. 

An Accomptant. 7 

A Deputy for the Priſons belonging to the Hoſpital. 

The Corporation may name, if they ſhould want them, other 
Officers; as a Deputy of the Works, of the Clothes, of the Pro- 
viſions . either of Wine, or Corn; an Overſeer of the Work of 
the Poor; and Collectors, who ſhall go from Time to Time, to 
Churches and private Houſes, to gather Charity for the Poor. 

Theſe Employments may be allotted for one Year more or leſs, 
as the Corporation ſhall think fit, and the ſame Deputy may 
have different Offices, provided they don't interfere one with 
another. 4 


Cn 4» II. 


ARTICLES to be eſtabliſpdd and obſerv'd by 
Syn the CORPORATION. 


at the Place, Day, and Hour appointed ; and beſides, 
there ſhall be extraordinary Meetings, whenever 
there is Occaſion for it. | | 


I. T H E Corporation ſhall meet conſtantly once a Week, 

2. In order to avoid all Difputes among the Mewbers, there 
ſhall be no Diſtinction of Places, nor any Precedency among 
them. | | 


3. In caſe there ſhould be none of the Members who by Rea- 
ſon of his Office, or by his Poſt, ought to be Preſident of the 
Aſſembly, the Corporation ſhall chuſe one out of their own 
Body, for ſuch Time as they ſhall think fit; and they ſhall 
name a Subſtitute, to ſupply the Preſident's Place, in his Ab- 
ſence. This Preſident ſhall propoſe all Matters for Debate, ſhall 
gather the Votes, and ſhall appoint all extraordinary Meetings, 
whenever it ſhall be thought proper. 


4+ Is 


A Groom of the Wardrobe. , 
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4. If all the Members are not arriv'd at the Time appointed 
for any Meeting whatſoever, ſeven will be ſufizient to conclude 
any Affair of the greateſt Importance, and Five will do for 
Things of leſs moment, ſuch as giving, taking away, increaſing, 


or abating, the uſual Allowance to any Poor, or for admitting, 
or rejecting of any one that might apply for Relief. 


5. All the Debates in theſe Aſſemblies ſhall be kept ſecret, 
particularly when they concern any private Perſon, to the End, 
that all the Members may freely declare their Opinion, and 
that there may be no Room for Complaints, as there would 
be if the Debates were divulg'd. 


6. The Corporation ſhall be govern'd by the Regulations ap- 
Prov'd of by His Majeſty, and printed by His Order: One 
Copy of which ſhall be kept in the Archive of the Hoſpital, 
to be peruſed upon all Occaſions, and another Copy ſhall on all 
Meetings lie upon the Table; and it ſhall: be in the Power of 
the Corporation to add ſuch Regulations as they ſhall think 
wanting, provided they are not inconſiſtent with theſe, that 
have been approv'd of by His Majeſty. | 


7. None of the Members ſhall be allow'd to reſolve of him- 
ſelf, any Thing that may regard the Government of the Poor, 
or of the Hoſpital ; the admitting, diſmiſſing, or relieving any 
of the Poor; but all Things ſhall be ſettled by publick Delibe- 
rations : And if it ſhould happen that the whole Corporation 
cannot meet, upon any Examination of the Poor, a Committee 
ſhall be appointed which ſhall conſiſt at leaſt of five Members. 


8. As the Treaſurer is to give up an Account of all Receipts 
and Payments every three Months to the Corporation; when 
the ſaid Corporation cannot attend to receive thoſe Accompts, 
they ſhall appoint a Committee of three Members, who after 
they have examin'd them, ſhall make their Report to the Cor- 
poration, in order to have them paſs'd. 


9. The Corporation ſhall never relieve any Poor, that is not 
a Native of the Town, or has not made his Abode in it during 
the Time preſcrib'd. | 


10. There ſhall never be kept in the Hoſpital any Poor un- 
der fix or ſeven Years of Age; by Reaſon the little Children 
that are not able to dreſs, or take Care of themſelves, cannot 
obſerve the Order and Regulations of the Hoſpital, and conſe- 


quently muſt periſh, unleſs they are under the Care of 3 
which 
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which cannot be done in an Hoſpital, without a ſeparate Ayarts 


ment for this Sort of People, 


11. The Corporation ſhall name Collectors, who ſhall have 
different Quarters of the Town, and different Churches aſſign'd 
them, to gather Alms from Time to Time both at the Churches, 
and at every private Houſe. 


12. The Government ſhall be deſir'd to iſſue out a Proclama- 
tion, to forbid the Poor to begg from the Day they ſhall be 
ſhut up, or that Bread ſhall be diftributed to them; and in 
order that this Prohibition be exactly obſerv'd, there ſhall be 
{ſeveral Guards appointed, whole Buſineſs it ſhall be to carry to 
Priſon ſuch as are found to diſobey thoſe Orders: And theſe 


Guards ſhall be protected by the Corporation upon all Oc« 
caſions. 


13. The Corporation ſhall never permit upon any Account, any 
Treſpafs — the fundamental Rules, and ſuch as are abſo- 


lutely neceſſary for the Maintenance and Preſervation of the 


general Hoſpital, viz. thoſe, that prohibit Begging z that order 
the Diſtributing of Bread to the Poor without Doors; Gatherings; 
a Viſitation of the Hoſpital on every Day of the Week; the 
weekly Meetings; the Treaſurer's giving up his Accompts once 
every three Months; the Excluſion of ſuch Poor, as are not 
Natives, or have not been Inhabitants for ſo long a Time as the 
Corporation may have preferib'd, unleſs there were well-diſpos'd 
People that ſhould offer to pay for them; and finally all other 
Regulatior.s of this Nature. 


14. All Meetings ſhall begin at a particular Hour, when there 
is a competent Number of Members, without being oblig'd to 
wait for the Reſt. 


15. Theſe Meetings ſlrall begin with reading what was ſettled 
and order'd in the laſt Aﬀembly, to fee whether thoſe Orders 
have been comply'd with. They ſhall alſo peruſe the Book 
kept by the Viſitors, and examine thoſe Articles they may have 
enter'd in it, in order to propoſe them to the Corporation. 
In the next Place, the Preſident, and after him the other Mem- 
bers ſhall propoſe what they ſhall think convenient; and finally 
they thall proceed to the Examination of thoſe Poor, who thall 
deſire to be reliev'd. | 


16. Bar if it mould happen, there were no Buſineſs to be 
propos'd in the Aſſembly, they ſhall read over at leaſt ouce 
| every 
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every three Months, the Regulations, and 1 Statutes that 
concern the Government of the Hoſpital, or ſuch other Rules 
as they ſhall think of moſt Importance, for the Inſtruction of 
all the Members, and the more eaſy Expedition of current 
Affair S. ; | 


. 
Of the Diſtinction, or Choice to be made relating 
to the Poor. 


I. H E Examination of the Neceſſities of the Poor, and 
the Settling of their Supply, belongs to the Corpora- 


tion, or to ſuch of their Members, as they hall 
think fit to appoint, who are always to be at leaſt Five in 
Number, | | | 


2. Thoſe that ſhall examine the Neceſſities of the Poor, who 
apply for Relief, muſt remember, they are not abſolute Maſters 
of the Alms, but only Stewards of the ſame: And that, if 
they impart them to any Body, who they may judge in their 
Conſcience, doth not abſolutely want them, they commit a 
Robbery upon the truly Neceflitous, and that they are oblig'd 
to make good, all that may have been given away by their 
Fault, of what belongs to the Poor, Thoſe alſo are highly ta 
blame, who out of Revenge, or thro' any other Motive whatſo- 
ever, deny any Supply to thoſe, who truly deſerve it. 


3. In the Examining of thoſe who apply for Relief, they 
are not to be reckon'd poor, becauſe they have but a ſmall 
Matter, or even nothing at all to ſubfiſt upon; But the prin- 
cipal Article to be inquired into, is, whether they are of. an 
Age, and have Strength enough to work for their Living, in 
which - Caſe, they ought not to be look'd upon as poor, but 
ſent back to work. In this Number are to be plac'd, all thoſe 
Poor that are in good Health from twelve, or thirteen Years of 
Age, to Sixty, or Sixty five. As for Children of ten or twelve 
Years of Age, they may eaſily get their Living, if they are 
employ'd in drefling of Wool, in ſpinning, and making of Lace. 
The ſame may be ſaid of thoſe, who are above ſixty, or ſixty 
five Years old; as alſo of _— are lame, but ſtill _ 
| e 
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the Uſe of their Hands, of ſuch as have Agues, or are troubled 


with Fits, who notwithſtanding theſe Diſtempers, are capable at 
leaſt of getting ſome Part of their Livelihood. 


4. The Examiners muſt alſo remember, that it is not Chari- 
ty, but rather Cruelty, to give away more than they ought to 
any particular Poor, by Reaſon that they rob by this means 
another poor Body, who may want it ſtill more: If, for Example, 
they have but one Pound of Bread to give away, either to a 
Youth of ten Years of Age, who has a Father that is ab'e to 
get his Living, or to a poor Orphan that is but four or five 
Years old, ſure it is plain, that it would be the greateſt Cruelty, 
far from being an a& of Charity, to deprive- the Orphan of 
this Supply, who without it muſt have died, in order to relieve 
one, who can and ought to be relieved elſewhere, or who at 
leaſt can get his Living of himſelf. 


5- A Man, and a Woman that are of an Age to work, can 
certainly get their Living, and each of them can get beſides a 
Living for one of their Children. It is true, that if a Woman 
is with Child, and gone fix or ſeven Months, or is ſuckling a 
Child under a Year old, ſhe cannot earn ſo much as another 
Woman that has none of theſe Inconveniences, unleſs the Buſi- 
neſs were extreamly eaſie, as the ſelling of Fruit, or any Thing 
elſe in a Stall, or ſome ſuch like Employment. If a Man has 
a Handicraft-trade, he can get Bread at leaſt for two Children; 
fo much the more, if he has a Trade, in which his Children of 
eight or nine Years old, may be of ſome Help to him, as for 
Inſtance, a Cloth, or Linnen-Weaver, whoſe Children at that 
Age, can winde up their Skains, fill up their Shuttles, and do 
ſeveral Things of this Nature. 


6. Tho” any poor Body ſhould apply for Relief, having a few 
Effects, and even ſome Heads of Cattle, (but not ſufficient” for the 
Maintenance of himſelf and Family,) it will not be proper to ob- 
lige him to ſell off what he has, before he receives any Charity : 


By Reaſon that when the Money he may make by his Effects 


is gone, he will certainly be a greater Charge to the Corpora- 


tion; ſince for Inftance, a Man whe has a Cow, will keep Part 


of his Children with the Milk of that Cow, and will need but 
a ſmall Supply to keep his Family from Starving ; but if that 
Help is gone, he muſt certainly infiſt upon a larger Supply, 
and become a greater Charge to the Corporation. 


7. If any of the Members of the Corporation, or any of the 
Examiners ſhould hear, that the Poor, who are relieved, or de- 


fire 
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| ſire to be reliev'd, do lead a ſcandalous Life, and neglect going 
to Church with their Children, they ſhall defire the Curate of 
the Pariſh to put a Stop to theſe Abuſes, and it the Poor do 
3 not mend, they ſhall be immediately excluded from the weekly | 
L A 3 v Allowance. | ' 


8. If any Poor, after having been examined, and rejected by 
the Corporation, ſhould defire to be examin'd a ſecond Time 
and have nothing more to alledge; in order to prevent their 
troubling the Corporation with unſeaſonable and 1mpertinent 
Requeſts, it will not be amiſs to ſend them to Priſon, as well 
in order to puniſh them for their Importunities, as to hinder 
others from following their Example. 


+ 18 9. If any Poor ſhould be found out in giving a falſe Informa- 

tion of themſelves, either to the Secretary, or to the Corpo- 
ration, in order to obtain what they do not deſerve, they 
muſt be ſeverely puniſht'd : And if their Cheat is diſcover'd by 
any other Poor, the Allowance of ſuch as are in Fault, muſt be 
1 given to the Informer, and by that means they will be ready 
1 to diſcover one another in any Cheat they may intend to pafs 

upon the Corporation. 


1 10. In order to prevent all Cheats from the Poor, none muſt 
1 ever be admitted upon their bare Aſſertion, before the Secretary 
„ Has taken it in Writing, and read it before the Corporation: 
3 And if any Doubt ariſes concerning the Truth of any ſuch De- 
1 | poſition, one of the Members ſhal} be appointed to examine into 

1 it, and make his Report to the firſt Aſſembly. 


11. If ever it is known, that any Poor ſhould begg, after 
having receiv'd their Allowance in Bread from the Corporation, 


7 they ſhall be ſeverely puniſh'd in Priſon, and ſhall remain there 
9 a conſiderable Time, and have nothing more allow'd them than 


A their weekly Maintenance. Thoſe Fathers and Mothers ſhall alſo 
i be ſent to Priſon, who tho* they receive a competent Allow- 
ance for their Children, ſhall be known to ſend them a Begging 
either to Churches, or to any other Place whatſoever. 
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C n Aar. V. 


Of the Poor that may, and ought to be admitted 


into the Publick HosyITaAL. 


the general Hoſpital, who cannot live elſewhere, and 

are of the Age preſcrib'd by the Corporation, viz. 
all old and young, all Orphans, blind, diſabled, troubled with 
the Palſey, Changelings, diſtracted, provided they are not raving 
ma, young Women who may be in Danger of being ruin'd ; 
but none that do, or may have led a bad Life, leaſt theſe 
ſhould hurt the honeſt young Women in their Reputation, or 
entice them to follow their bad Example. 


I. A LL thoſe Poor in general ought to be admitted into 


2. There muſt upon no Account whatſoever be admitted into 


the ſaid Roſpital, any Perſon affected with any contagious Diſ- 
temper, as the King's Evil, Scall on the Head, Cancers, the 
foul Diſeaſe, Leproſy, the Falling-Sickneſs, a Conſumption, a 
heftick Fever, or any other Diſtemper that is catching ; but 
the ſaid Poor ſhall be look'd after in their own Houſes, *till 
they are cured. For which Reaſon, when any Poor are ſuſ- 
vetted of having any of theſe Diſtempers, they muſt be viſited 
either by a Surgeon, or Nurſe, be ore they are admitted into 
the Hoſpital. But if there ſhould be a ſeparate Apartment for 
People affected with Diſtempers of this Nature, and for lewd 
Women, they may be admitted into it, provided they are 
allow'd no Communication with the other Poor. 


3. Thoſe, that by Order of the Corporation are admitted, 
muſt be immediately regiſtered in a Book appointed for that 
Purpoſe, and muſt never be allow'd to quit the Hoſpital with- 
out a Licence from the ſaid Corporation. When they happen 
to die, or to be diſmiſs'd, their Names ſhall likewiſe be ſet 
down in the Margin of the {aid Book. 


4. When the Examiners ſhall think fit to admit into the 
Hoſpital any Poor under Examination, if they refuſe to com- 
ply with their Orders, their Refuſal ſhall be euter'd in the 
Margin of the Catalogue, wherein their Names are inſerted, 
and they ſhall be denied all Help whatſoever, for being ſo 
unzealouable, as to pretend to give Laws to the Corporation. 
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Ca 6k. Th 


Of thoſe Poor, who - muſt not be admitted into the 


Hos pITA L, but ought to be reliev'd without 
Doors. 5 


have not been Inhabitants for the Time preſcrib'd 

by the Corporation, muſt be ſent back to their Pa- 

riſh, provided they are not ſick; in which Caſe they muſt not be 

ſent back before they are cur'd; or if they are in a Condi- 

tion to bear any Carriage, they muſt be ſent at the Expence 

of the Corporation, unleſs they can obtain from the Pariſh to 
be at that Charge. 


I. 1 LL thoſe Poor, that are not Natives of the City, or 


2. When any of the Poor belonging to the City, ſhall fall 
fick, the Examiners muſt not determine any fix d Allowance, 
unlels they are troubled with any lingring Diſtemper, but Care 
muſt be taken of them by the Deputy for the ſick, who ſhall 
ſupply them, with Bread, Meat, or Medicines, according to their 
reſpective Wants. If any ſick Perſon ſhould have young Chil- 
dren, whom he us'd to provide for by his daily Labour, it will 
be requiſite to ſupply them with Neceſſaries during their Fa- 
ther's IIlneſs. 


3. As for the Poor, that are in Health, and receive a weekly 
Allowance, their Supply muſt be given them in Bread, and 
ne er in Money, unleſs in ſome very extraordinary Occaſion, 
leaſt they ſhould ſpend it idly, and when the Money is gone they 
ſhould be forc'd to begg. Twelve or ſixteen Ounces of Bread 
per diem, is a ſufficient Quantity for any poor Body, tho” they 
mould have no other Dependance but upon the Hoſpital. 


4. It will be proper to give the Poor a ſmaller Allowance in 
Summer, when they may work, than in Winter, when there 
is nothing for them to do, as well in order to keep them 


from being idle, as to fave as much as is poſſible for harder 
Times. 


5. Corn may be given inſtead of Bread, if the Corporation 
ſhould think t leis Trouble tor them and for the Poor, «s it will 
be, when there is but a ſmall Number of Poor, and ne theſe 

appen 
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happen to live at ſome Diftance from the Place, where the Diſ- 
tribution of Bread is uſually made. 


6. Altho? it is ſaid in the third Paragraph, that the Exami- 


ners ſhall never order Money, inſtead of Bread, to any of the 


Poor without Doors, leaſt they ſhould ſpend it idly, yet the 
Members of the Corporation ſhall have it in their Power to 
give now and then Money inſtead of Bread to certain Poor, who 
they are ſatisfied will make no bad Uſe of it. As for thoſe 
Poor, who have nothing more allow'd them than Bread, the 
Steward ſhall take Care to diftribute amongſt the moſt Neceſ- 


ſitous, thoſe Offils and Scraps which from Time to Time ſhall 
be ſent them from the City. 


$ HAP. VI I. 
Of thoſe Poor, who have no Employment, and ſeck 
for Buſineſs to get their Living. 


T. HERE are many Poor, that are idle and lazy, 
who, when they are told it is a Shame they don't 


work, anſwer, they can find no Body to employ 
them. Upon which it is to be obſerv'd, that if this happens, 
it is generally by their own Fault; either by Reaſon they work 
fo flow, that no Body cares to employ them ; or that they are 
diſhoneſt, and not to be truſted; or that they inſiſt upon im- 
moderate Terms, and had rather do nothing, than work at the 
common Rate. There are others, who inſtead of ſaving what 
they may have got by working beſt Part of the Week, ſpend 
it all in Drink, or loſe it at Play, and then they pretend to 
ask Charity, as Work-men, who have no Employment. All 
theſe muſt be diſmiſs'd, and by no Means maintain'd at the 
Expence of the truly Neceſſitous. 25 


2. There are but too many diſſolute Tradeſmen, who get by 
their Labour enough to keep their Fathers, and Children, and 
nevertheleſs throw away in Gaming, or Drinking what would 
be ſufficient to maintain them, and oblige them to begg for 
their Living. Theſe are by no Means to be relieved, ſince, 


when their Relations will find that Begging is prohibited, and 


that they cannot ſubſiſt as they had done before upon private 
| Charity, 


% 
* 
% 
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Charity, they will, let them be ever fo brutal, ſave for main- 
taining their Parents, what they before ſpent in Drink and loſt 
at Play. 


3. There are other poor Work- men and Artificers, who tho” 
never fo induſtrious and honeſt, very often are without Employ- 
ment, and theſe ought always to be preferr'd to any other of 
the Trade, that are not better Work-men, and are not reduc'd 
to the ſame Extremity. They ought alſo to be advis'd to go 
to other Parts for Work, there being undoubtedly many Cities 
and Pariſhes in the Country, in Want of good Work-men. 


4. As for thoſe young Boys and Girls, who have follow'd no 
other Buſineſs but Begging, and, ſince Begging is prohibited, 
are at a Loſs how to get- their Living, tho' they be of an Age 
to work for it, they may be afliſted in the following Mauner, 
when they are not admitted into the Hoſpital. Some fit Perſon 
ſhould be found out, who for a moderate Salary ſhould teach, 
in a Houſe appointed for that Purpoſe, all young Boys and 
Girls, to ſpin, make up Skains, to knit either worſted or ſilk 
Stockings, and to make Lace: And whilſt they are thus Lear- 
ning, the Corporation ſhould ſupply them with Bread, till they 
have had ſufficient Inſtruction. 


5. What has been ſaid of theſe young Boys and Girls, may 
alſo be applied to Perſons more advanc'd in Years, who don't 
know which Way to turn to get a Livelihood, when Begging 
is once prohibited, | 


S. As for young Girls from twelve to fifteen Years of Age, 
they may get their Livelihood in this Manner. For one or 
two Months, they muſt be ſupplied by the Collectors, with Flax, 
beginning with the Coarſeſt, till they are able to ſpin the finer 
Sort. The Thread they have ſpun, may be fold at Market, and 
with the Money new Flax may be bought, and in two Months 
they will be able to get ſomething by their Labour. All this 
while, the Corporation muſt ſupply them with Bread for their 
Maintenance; ſome Time after, the Money they may have gat 
by their Labour, ſhall be left to them in Order to buy new 
Flax, which ſhall be entirely their own ; and by the Means of 
this ſmall Stock, and the Produce thereof,, they may get where- 
withal to live. upon, and beſides have {till the ſame Capital in 
their Hands. The ſame Method may be follow'd with Reſpect 
to Women in Years, and thereby the Charge the Hoſpital is 
at, in maintaining them, will be conſiderably abated. 


7. If 
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7. If there happens to be any Poor of a better Sort, who 
might pcivately get their Living, if they were employ'd, all 
Ende: vours muſt be us'd, to help them to ſome Employment 
or other, according to their reſpective Abilities. | 


* „ 


CHAT. VIII. 
| The Neceſſity, and Means of baniſhing Beg gary. 


T is of the utmoſt Importance, that the Members of the 
general Hoſpitals, and of all charitable Corporations, ſhould 


be fully peiſwaded, that the chief End of ſuch Founda- 
tions, is to baniſh Beggary from a State, otherwiſe they can- 
not, nor ought not to hope, that theſe Foundations will laſt, 
as long as any Poor are ſuffer'd to begg, and this for the follow- 
ing Reaſons. . 

Firſt, Becauſe Beggary is generally attended with many In- 
conveniences, and is the Fountain of moſt Vices, which hinder 
the Bleſſings from above on a State, and occaſion - ſevere Pu- 
niſhments, and dreadful Misfortunes to fall on it. 

Secondly, Becauſe the general Hoſpitals, and charitable Corpo- 
rations, that have not a ſufficient Income for the Maintenance 
of their Poor, unleſs they have voluntary Supplies from well- 
difpos'd Perſons, can hope but for little, if Beggars are allow'd 
to ſnatch, as it were, their Charity from their Hands by their 
Importunities. | 

In the third Place, becauſe the Citizens, who had flatter'd 
themſelves with the Hopes of being free*d from theſe trouble- 
ſome People, who are continually about them, and oftentimes 
rob them of their Goods in Town, and of their Fruit in the 
Country ; finding that theſe Hoſpitals and charitable Corpora- 
tions, do not prevent their being troubled as they were before, 
contract an Antipathy to thoſe Foundations, ſeeing they are not 
what they had imagined. It is therefore of the utmoſt Con- 
ſequence, to put in Prattice the following Methods, in order to 
root out Beggary for ever. 

The firft is, to procure an Order from the Government to 
prohibit Begging under Pain of Impriſonment, and an Injunction 
to all the Inhabitants of what Degree ſoever, never to give any 
Charity to any poor Body, either within or without Doors. 

| Upon which, it will not be amiſs to obſerve, how ridiculoys 
thole people are who imagine, that it is acting againſt Chriſtian 
Charity to impriſon any poor Body, who beggs for Charity in 
the Name of God, and of Jeſus Chriſt, as if the Uſing of thoſe 

| ſacred 


* 
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ſacred Names, gave them a Right to tranſgreſs the Laws of 
the Government, to be a Scandal to the Publick, and to rebel 
againſt the Magiſtrates, by openly diſobeying their Orders. 
The ſecond Method of baniſhing Beggary, is to appoint a 
certain Number of Perſons' for ſeizing the Poor, and carrying 
them to Priſon, when they are found Begging. No Expence 
mutt be ſpar'd for that Purpoſe, there being no Doubt, but 
that if theſe Guards do put an effectual Stop to the Practice of 
Begging, all the Money that would be given to Beggars, will 
of Courſe be beſtow'd on the Hoſpital; and for one Crown the 
Corporation will lay out to maintain theſe Guards, they will be 
ſure by their Means to get near one Hundred. It will be pro- 
per, the Corporation ſhould name a Deputy to overlook theſe 
Guards, who ſhall from Time to Time give him an Account of 
their Tranſactions. | | 
The third Method, is to order the Gate-keepers of the City 
to. ſtop. all Vagrants, and deliver them into the Hands of theſe 
Guards, or, at leaſt to prevent their coming within the Walls, 
and to ſhew them the Proclamation, which prohibits Begging. 
A Salary muſt alſo be given to theſe People, for the Reaſons 
above-mention'd. | | - | 
The fourth Method, is to diſtribute punctually the Quantity 
of Bread, order'd by the Corporation, to all the Poor of the 
City, who muſt be forc'd to begg for want of thoſe Supplies. 
It will be proper likewiſe to ordain, that if any Perſon ſhould 
ſuddenly be reduc'd, and ſhould want a Supply, before the Cor- 
poration could meet to provide for him, the Deputy for the Paſ- 
ſengers, or for the Sick, or ſome other Perſon, ſhould order what 
he thinks proper upon ſuch an Emergency. And in order that 
the Poor ſhould not impoſe upon the Directors, in applying for 
their weekly Allowance, tho' they do not want it, as for In- 
ſtance, when the Perſon in a Family who receiv'd a Supply, ha p- 
pens to be cur'd, or die, or be abſent ; there muſt be a ſet Num- 
ber of Viſitors appointed, whoſe Buſineſs muſt be to make a Viſi- 
tation once a Month, in all the Houſes of thoſe Families who 
receive a weekly Allowance, in order to alter the Diſtribution, 
where there ſhall be Occaſion for it. If theſe Viſitations are not 
made frequently, there will be a thouſand Frauds committed. 
The fifth Method, eſpecially for large Cities, is that the Cor- 
poration ſhould meet without Intermiſſion, twice a Week; once 
to examine only thoſe Affairs, which concern the Hoſpital, az 
Law-ſuits, the Adminiſtration of the ſaid Hoſpital, Buildings, Pro- 
viſions, Accompts, and the like; and the ſecond Time only to ex- 
amine thoſe Poor, who deſire to be admitted into the Hoſpital, 
or to be reliev'd in their own Habitations, in order to prevent 
their being reduc'd to begg. 
| I SECT. 
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En I. 
Rules to be obſerud by the VISIT ORS. 


I. -H E Office of Viſitors, is of ſuch Importance, that 
all the good Order of the Hoſpital, and its Duration 
depend entirely upon their Diligence: and Care, in 

obſerving that the Regulations be exactly followed. 

2. They are to remain in their Office one Year at leaſt, and 
are -to be Seven in all, one for every Day of the Week. 


3. There is to be a fix'd Day for each Viſitor, and if any 
of them ſhould have a lawful Impediment on the Day appointed 
for him, he may deſire ſome other Viſitor to officiate in his. 
Stead. | 5 

4. The firſt Thing he ſhalF do when he begins his Viſitation, 
will be to ask for the Book of Viſitations, which muſt always 
remain in a particular Place, of which each Viſitor ſhall have 
a Key. He muſt read all that the Viſitors before him have 
order'd, and muſt enquire whether thoſe Orders have been com- 
plied with, if not, he muſt immediately ſee them put in Exe- 
cution. Afterwards he muſt vifit the whole Hoſpital, rectify all 
Diſorders, ſend for all the domeſtick Officers, to know if they 
have any Thing to propoſe ; and he ſhall alſo give Audience 
to the Poor, who ſhall deſire to ſpeak with him. 


F. Finally, he ſhall write down his Viſitations in the Book, 
which he will leave in the Hoſpital, ordering all that he N 
think. 


(9) 


think proper, which he ſhall read and ſignify to the Officers 
whom it may concern, after he has put his Hand to it. And, 
if any Thing is noted down, which ought to be propoſed to 
the Corporation, the Viſitor all write theſe Words in the Mar- 
gin of that Article, To the Corporation. And, altho* he ſhould 
have nothing to ſet down in the Book, he ſhall nevertheleſs 
mark down his Viſitation, and ſign it with his Name. 


WE - 7s 
Rules to be obſerv'd by the DER Y UT Y of the 


VISITATION VS. 


ſhall be order'd by the Viſitors, to the End that their 
Viſitations may not be altogether unprofitable to the 
Hoſpital. He muſt viſit the Hoſpital as often as is poſſible, 
and muſt or der all Things in the Abſence of the Viſitors, with 
this Regard, that none of his Orders ſhould interfere with any 
Directions given by the Viſitors, unleſs it be with the Appro- 
bation of the Corporation ; and if he ſhould happen to find in 
the Book, that the Viſitors by any Miſunderſtanding amongſt 
them, ſhould have order'd Things direcly oppoſite one to an- 
other, he muſt ſuſpend the Execution of the laſt Orders, till 
the Corporation has examin'd the Matter, or 'till one of the 
Viſitors has alter'd his Opinion, and agrees with the other, 


I. 1 muſt be his Buſineſs to put in Execution all that 


2. In all Meetings of the Corporation, it muſt be his Buſi- 
neſs, to order at a convenient Time the Reading of what is 
contain'd in the Viſitor's Book, and to obſerve, that the Secretary 
ſhould write their Deciſions in the Book of Deliberations. 

| * 
Examples of the Methods uſed by VIS ITOR S of 
General Hoſpitals. | 


On Sunday the firſt Day of January, I made my Viſitation, 
and having found that Peter N. a Youth of about 15 Years of 
Age, had intruded into the Hoſpital, without a formal Admit- 
tauce by the Corporation, I immediately turn'd him out. 
was alſo inform'd that one Jane N. had endeavour'd to take her 
82 Daughter 
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Daughter Catherine N. of about ſixteen Years of Age home again; 
but upon a Surmiſe given me, that ſhe might be in ſome Dan- 
ger in her Mother's Company, I have order'd the Door-keeper, 


and deſired the Steward, not to permit this Woman to talk with 
her Daughter, *till further Orders from the Corporation. 


LEWIS N. 


Monday ſecond of January, 1 have this Day made my Viſita- 
tior, and have found that John N. admitted by the Corpo- 
ration, had not been examin'd by the Surgeon, before his En- 
trance into the Hoſpital, Upon which, I have had him ex- 
amined, and finding he has the King's Evil, I have charg'd 
the Steward to-give him a ſeparate Bed, and not to ſuffer him 
to eat with the Reſt, and to acquaint the Corporation of the 
whole upon their rext Meeting. Frances N. being fick, and 
the Phyſician thinking it proper to ſend her to the Infirmary, 
I have order'd the Steward to fee her convey'd thither im- 
mediately. | 

| Jonn N. 


Tueſday third of January, This Day I have made my Viſitation, 
and having found ſeveral Women without Employment, I have 
order'd the Steward immediately to buy Flax and Hemp, to 
{et them a Spinning. I have beſides thought it would be pro- 
per, that the Corporation ſhould employ the young Boys in 
tome Buſineſs ſuitable to their Age, as in making Stockings 
either of Silk or Worſted, or Lace, or fomething of that Kind, 
and that they ſhould get ſome Body to teach them, either for 
Charity ſake, or for Money. have been inform'd, that 
James N. went Yeſterday out of the Hoſpital without Leave, in 
Spite of the Door-keeper, and that he had been Drinking in a 
Tavern ; upon which 1 have charg'd the Steward to make him 
faſt all this Day upon Bread and Water, and have threatn'd I 


would ſend him to Priſon, if he ever committed the fame 
Fault again. f 


TROuUASs N. 


Wedneſday fourth of Jamary. This Day 1 have made my Viſi- 
tation, and have found every Thing in good Order. 


ANDREW N. 


CHAP. 
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__C nap. III. 
Of the weekly SUPERVISOR. 


7 JH E good Order of the Hoſpital depending chiefly 


upon the Care and Diligence of the weekly Supervi- 
for,” it is neceſſary he ſhould follow the Inſtructions 
under-mentioned. | 


1. The Superviſor by his Place is to preſide in all Aſſem- 
blies, when there are no Directors by Offce preſent ; and con- 
ſequently it is his Buſineſs to gather the Votes of all the Di- 
—_— all Things being to be decided by the Majority of 

Otes. = 


2. He muſt take Care that all Reſolutions taken on the Sun- 
day and Thurſday of his Week, be enter'd into the Book de- 
ſign'd for that Purpoſe ; and it will not be amiſs to make an 
Abſtract of each Article, and note it in the Margin, to find 
with more Eaſe what will be look'd for in the Regiſter of all 
Reſolutions that have been taken by the Corporation. 


3. Aſtr the Prayer uſually made at each Aſſembly, the Su- 
rviſor ſhall read the laſt Reſolution, which ſhall be ſubſeribed 
by all the Directors preſent. ** 


4. He ſhall alſo read before the Aſſembly all that is found in 
the Book of Viſitations, to have been referr'd to the Corpora 


. 


tion by any of the Viſitors. | 


5. He muſt every Morning repair to the Hoſpital at leaſt by 
Six of the Clock, and remain there *till half an Hour — 
Eleven; return thither about half an Hour paſt One, and ſtay 
there till Night, at leaft till after the Poor have ſupp'd. 


6. Every Morning he muſt weigh the Bread that ſhall be 
brought in, for the Uſe of the Poor of the Hoſpital for that 
Day, and at Night he muſt take Care to weigh what remains, 
in order to ſet down the Quantity of Bread conſum'd that Day, 
in a Book defign'd for that Purpoſe, Intituled, An Account of rhe 
Quantity of Bread conſum'd in the Hoſpital. 


7. On the Saturday Night, or on the Sund Morning, he 
muſt weigh the Bread. that 1s to be diſtributed to the ** 
8 | oor, 
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Poor, and when the Diſtribution is over, what remains muſt be 
weigh'd, in order to note in the Book aforeſaid, the Quantity 
that has been diſtributed. 


8. It ſhall be his Buſineſs to receive, and lay up in proper 
Places, the Alms that ſhall be ſent, whatever they be, and to 
ſet them down in a Book prepar'd for that Pur poſe, which ſhall 
be Intituled, An Account of the caſual Alms. 4 


9. There ſhall be alſo another Book Intituled, Az Account of 
the daily Income and Expence, in which he ſhall enter the Sum 
that ſhall be remitted to him by the preceeding Superviſor, as 


well as the Freaſyrer of caſual Alms, as alſo every little Ex- 


pence, which ſhall be made Day by Day, for the Service of the 
Hoſpital of any Nature whatſoever, with all the neceſſary Cir- 
cumſtances, and when he ſhall have finiſh'd his Week, he ſhall 
remit the Money, which ſhall remain in his Hands, to the fol- 
lowing Superviſor. | 


10. Ke muſt have a particular Care, to enter all Sorts of Vi- 
Kuals, aud other Things, that ſhall come into the Hoſpital, 
either by Charity, or by Purchaſe, in a Book deſign'd for that 
Purpoſe ; and in the oppoſite Page of the ſame Book, he ſhall 
allo enter the particular Things, and their Quantity, which ſhall 
be deliver'd for the-Uſe of the ſaid Hoſpital, with Conſe.:t of 
the Steward, and of the Houſe-keeper appointed for that Pur- 
Poſe, to whom the Keys of all Eatables, and Drinkab'es ſhall be 
given, when any Thing is wanting; but at all other Times thoſe 
Keys are to remain in the Superviſor's Chamber. 


11. He ſhall alſo enter in the ſame Book, the Quantity of 
Butter, Cheeſe, and Eggs, which ſhall be ſent from any of the. 
Farms belonging to the Hoſpital, if there be any. 


12. He ſhall alſo look after the Book, which contains the 
Names of all the Poor, to wit, the Men on one Page by them- 
ſelves, and the Women on the oppoſite Side, and he ſhall ſet 
down in the Margin, all that ſhall happen to any of the faid 
Poor, as their Death, their Diſmiſſion, or any other Accident; 
and every Night an Account ſhall be taken of the Perſons, who 
ſhall have been that Day in the Hoſpital, that their Number 
may be enter'd in the Book, containing the Quantity of Bread 
diſtributed every Day; and this Book ſhall be Entitul'd, An 
Account of the Poor of the Hoſpital either admitted, or rejected. 


13. He 


. * x 8 

13- He ſhall take Care to enquire every Day and at all Times, 
whether there be any ſick, in order to have them ſent to the 
Infirmary, and their Names muſt be taken down, as ſoon as 


they ſhall return to the Hoſpital, to the End that the Num- 
ber of ſick Perſons may be known -Day by Day. 


14. His Buſineſs muſt be. alſo, to have an Eye upon all the 
domeſt'ck Officers belonging to the Hoſpital, and wherever he 
ſhall find any Thing amiſs, he muſt make a Memorandum, and 
report it to the next Meeting of the Corporation. 


15. He muſt never give away any Bread to the Poor, on 
other Days in the Week, to oblige them to come for it alto- 
gether on the Sunday, which is the Day appointed. 


16. The Superviſor, as well as the Viſitor, may upon ſome 
extraordinary Emergency, proviſionally give away any Quantity 
of Bread, they ſhall think fit, *till the next Aſſembly, but 
they ſhall not be allow'd to go on, without the Conſent of 
the Corporation. 6 


17. He muſt be preſent in the Refectory both at Noon, and in 
the Evening, whilſt the Poor are at Table, if he has no urgent 
Buſineſs in the Houſe: He muſt alſo take Care that Grace be 
ſaid both before and after Meals, and above all Things, that 
Silence be obſerv'd by all the Poor, and thoſe that ſhall ſerve 
them at Table. | 


18. He muſt give the Poor ſufficient Time for their Meals : 
And for that Purpoſe he ſhall never give Orders for ſaying. 
. Grace, *till he find all the Poor have done Eating. 


19. He muſt alſo. take. Care, that the Refectory be kept 
clean, and in good Order : That the Table Linnen be chang'd, 
when it is foul; that every Poor have a Napkin, a Knife, and 
a Cup ; that all the Utenſils be well waſh'd; that there be a 
fix d Hour for Dinner and Supper; and that at the ſecond 
Table, where the Servants ſhall eat, Silence be obſerv'd, and. 
ſome pious Lecure be made, | 


20. He muſt. alſo. be preſent in the Kitchen, while the Meat 
is weighing, and he muſt obſerve, that the Servants do not 
exceed the Quantity, which ſhall be order'd to be dreſs'd every. 
Day of the Week. EET 


Deliberations, all Relolutions whatſoever, that ſhall be taken in 
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21. The Superviſor may allow the Maſter and Miſtreſs of the 
oo to take any of the Poor out of Town for the Sake 
of the Air. 


22. He muſt charge the Door-keepers to keep generally the 
great Door inur up; and ne muſt take Care, that no Body 
ſnall come in or go out of the Hoſpital without his Leave, 
and that nothing ſhall be brought in or carried out without 
his Conſent. 


23. Finally, he muſt take all the Care imaginable, that all 
Things relating to the Poor, be order'd as regularly as poflible, 
remembring that the Corporation leaves him Maſter entirely du- 


ring his Week, to reſolve and provide what he ſhall think fit 


in all extraordinary Caſes : With this Proviſo, that he ſhall 
conſult ſome of the Directors, and ask their Advice, if he has 
Time enough to do it; and that in other Caſes, which may 
admit of a Delay, he muſt always wait for the Corporation's 
Orders and Direttions. 


Cu a vx. IV. 
Rules to be obſervd by the SECRETARY. 


I, H E Secretary ſhall have two Books or Regiſters ; 
in the firſt he ſhall write down all the Reſolutions 
taken by the Corporation, the Summary of which 

mall be wrote in the Margin. In the ſecond Book, he ſhall 

write down all the Poor, who apply for Relief, and at the End 


of the ſame Book, he ſhall ſet down in alphabetical Order, the 


Heads of every poor Family that is inſcrib'd, the Number of 
the Page where that Family is written, to the End that it 
may be found with Eaſe, when there is Occaſion for it. 


2. Whenever the Corporation ſhall meet on the Days of 
the Week appoiuted as above, the Secretary ſhall read over 
what had been order'd in the laſt Aſſembly, to ſee whether 
all has been put in Execution. He ſhall alſo read, whatever 
has been ſet down in the Viſitor's Book, to be propos'd to the 
Corporation : And he ſhall take Care to inſert in the Book of 


each 
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each Aſſembly: Ard finally, he ſhall offer the ſaid Book, to 
thoſe, who are to ſubſcribe, before they quit the Aſſembly. 


3. It muſt be his Buſineſs to give Notice of all Orders from 


the Corporation for any Perſon, that may be abſent: As alſo 


of all Reſolutions that ſhall be taken with Regard to any par- 


ticular Perſon; and he muſt notifie to the Deputies all the ſick 


Poor, who {ſhall be recommended to their Care by the Cor- 
poration. 
S 

4+ In the ſecond Book or Regiſter, he muſt take a Liſt of 
all the Poor that begg, and deſire to be inſcrib'd, without re- 
fuſing any one; remembring, that it is not his Buſineſs, bur 
the Corporation's to decide, whether they ought to be re- 
jetted or reliev'd. Nevertheleſs, if it ſhould be found, that 
the ſame Perſon had been examin'd, but lately, and that his 
Circumſtances are not alter'd fince, his Name muſt not be in- 
{cribed; or if it is, the Secretary muſt mention in the Mar- 
gin the Judgment paſt upon him by the Corporation. 


5- Thoſe ſhall not be inſcrib'd, that have never begg'd, or 
receiv'd any Charity in Publick, unleſs it is found, they are 
reduced to great Want : Neither ſhall any Poor be mention'd, 
that are of a Rank above asking or receiving any Charity in 
Publick, but theſe muſt be taken down in a private Lift, which 
ſhall be given to the Deputy for the Poor that are aſhamed to 
begg, that He may relieve them in private. Upon which, it 
will be proper to obſerve never to inſert in this laſt Liſt any poor 
Artificers, or Tradeſmen, who are not of ſuch a Rank as ought 
to oblige them to conceal their Poverty. 


6. When any Family is inſcribed, the Secretary ſhall always 
begin with mentioning the Head of the Family, with all the 
Circumſtances and Particulars under-mention'd, in the following 


Order. 1. The Name of the Head of each Family. 2. His Sur- 
name. 3. His Age. 4. His Trade, or Calling, tho' he ſhould 
have left it for ſome Time. 5. His Diſtemper. 6. The 
Name, Surname, Age, and Diſtemper of his Wife. 7. The Num- 
ber of their Children in general. 8. The Names, Age, Buſineſs, 
and Diſtemper of each of theſe. 9. The Effects belonging to 
them. 10. If ever they have begg'd, and how long a Time. 
11. If they are Natives, or Strangers; in which Caſe he 
muſt enquire how long they have been ſettled in the Town, 
and for the Place of their Birth. 12. Their Pariſh, 13. The 
Street and Houſe they live in. | 


8 7. Altho' 


| 
: 
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7. Altho' in a Family there ſhould be only one Perſon that 
beggs, or applies for Relief; the Secretary muſt write down 
all their Names, that the Corporation may judge, whether the 
Reſt are in a Condition, or under an Obligation to help this 


poor Perſon, or whether it 1s proper, the Corporation thould 
relieve him. 


8. If the Poor are born in the Pariſh, it will not be neceſ- 
ſary to mention it; but if they are come from any Part of the 
Country, or from any other Pariſh, the Place of their Birth 
muſt be ſet down, and it muſt be ſpecified how long ſince the 
came to the Pariſh, and whether they came to begg + Whi 
Particulars may be eafily known, by their Neighbours, if any 
Doubt ſhould ariſe relating to their Sincerity. | 


9. The Secretary ſhall give to the Perſon entruſted with diſ- 
tributing the Bread, a Lift of thoſe Poor, to whom the Cor- 
poration ſhall have order'd a Supply; and he ſhall alſo give 
them Notice, whenever any poor Body's Allowance is either in- 
creaſed, or ſhorten'd. 


10. When there ſhall be Occaſion for new Books in his Office, 
he muſt take Care that they be all of one Size, and this Rule 
ſhall be obſerv'd with Reſpect to all other Books belonging to 
the Hoſpital. 


Examples of the Manner of Writing down thoſe Poor, 
__ who apply for Relief. 


Ordered to the Hoſ- James N. 40 Years of Age, hurt in his right 
pital. * Hand; a Weaver by Trade; Widower, without 


Children, a publick Beggar. In the Pariſh of 
N. and N. Street. * 2 a 


Catherine N. Relict of N. a Shoe-maker, of about 35, buys 
PE old Clothes, and has two Children that begg, 
Jer ad longs Viz. James 14 Years old, and in good Health" 
Hoſvital. and Margaret of about 8, without Education. 
Heſpit gat 
Aide In the Pariſh N. N. Street. She asks a Sup- 
* ply of Bread for her Children. 


| „ Joſeph ordered s Magdalen N. Relit of N. a Shoe-maker, of 

Boſpoval. about 40 and infirm, has three Children that 

To the Reft ten begg; John of about 12 Years of Age, who 

Pounds of Bread per has the King's Evil; Joſeph of about 9, and 

Week, yon 5 Infant of 4 Years old. In N. Pariſh. 
Street. | # 


Peter 
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Peter N. a Shoe-maker of 70 Years of Age, 
almoſt blind. Jane N. his Wife of the ſame 


Age. In N. Pariſh. N. Street, without Chil- 
dren, aud entirely reduced. 


John N. of about 16; he came to N. Pariſh 


they foall be af- 


lowed twelve Pound: 
of Bread per Week, 


Sent back t5 bis 


ſix Months ago, has the King's Evil, and is a 9 Parig. 


publick Beggar, 


James N. a Tradeſman, a Widower, of about 
30, lies ill of a malignant Fever, and has two 
Children. 
Age. In N. Pariſh N. Street. 


never begged. 


Andrew N. an Orphan of 5 Years old, begging 
in the Streets, and fleeping in open Air upon 
one Door or another, has an Uncle in the Pa- 
fiſh, that is rich, who refuſes to ſupport him. 
dn N. Pariſh. N. Street. | 


Hugh N. of twelve Years of Age, blind, and 
lame of one Legg, not able to walk, was carried 
from his Pariſh 12 Miles diſtant, in order to 
begg in this Town, 


This Man has 


ben. In the mean time eight Pounds of Bread for him, and for 


bim untill his Return. 


Joſeph N. 
Relations, has quitted his Service, and will not 
look for another Place, chuſing rather to begg. 
In N. Pariſh, &c. 
four Ponndi of Brea. 


Anthony N. of about 40. married to a ſecond Wife 
Mary 35, has but one Child by his firſt Wife, 
Peter of about 9 Years old, whom his Mother- 
in-Law has turn'd out of Doors, and forces him 
to begg. In N. Pariſh, &c. 


ſupporting their San. In the mean while fix Pounds of Bread. 


Frances N. an Orphan of about 12, a Servant 
Maid, who has neither Linnen nor Clothes, and 
not able to get her any, by Reaſon thoſe, ſhe 


lives with, keep her out of Charity, and are 


almeſt as poor as herſelf, In N. Farith ot. 


BY 


Peter of 4, and Jane of 6 Yeurs of 


During bis Lure ſi, vecont: 
mended to the Deputy for the ſick 
Poor: In the mean cubile 12 
Pounds of Bread for bis Children. 


The Treaſurer is deſired to 
apply to the Magiſtrates in or- 
der o compel this Uncle to 
provide for this Nhe In the 
mean while $ Poumis of Bread. 


The Treaſurer fball give Or- 
ders that bis Pariſh foall ſend 
for bim back at their Expence, 
or if that cannot be obtained, 
at the Expence of the Corpora- 
thoſe, who foall take Grre of 


an Orphan of ſixteen, deſtitute of one of the Depmties bail be 


deſſred to get bim ſome Im- 
ployment, and if be does not 
accept of it, be ball be re- 


jected. In the mean Time, 


The Treaſurer is deſired to 
apply to the Magiſtrate, to 
oblige theſe People to take this 
Touth home again, and to 
make good to the Corporation, 


what they Pall lay out for 


The Collictors of the Quarter 
foe lives in, Pall do their En- 
den vours to get her ſome Lin- 
nen, and Clothes, cubich for 
that Purpoſe, they Pall ſend to 
the Groom of the Wardrobe, 


Examtles 


Charge of ſeveral poor Chil- 
dren, , 
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Examples of the Errors which are generally made in 
Writing down the Poor, and the Manner of correcting 
them. 


ERROR, | To run thus 
The Widow N. who bas a Jane N. Relict of Peter N. aged 40, Stocking- 
Weaver, having four Children. Jeremy of about 
20. at Service, Martha of about 10 Years of Age, 
diſabled, Jane of about 6, and Frances of 4 Years old. In N. 
Pariſh. N. Street. Martha and Fane begg in the Streets. 


Twelve Pounds of Bread. | 


To run thus, 3 
the do R * Is John N. a Taylor of about 60 and Ann his 
and a publi — e 50 have 3 Sons, Hugh and peter of 
20 and 25 Years of Age, who follow their Fa- 
ther*s Buſineſs, and work with him: And Paul of about 10, 

lame and begging publickly. 


Rejected. 


ERROR, | To run thus, 
Mountain « poor young Man, Temis furnamed Mountain an Orphan of about 


obliged to begg. 


B. The Ital; d 16. lame of his left Hand, who came three 
is but — RR Months fince to this Town, in order to begg. 


Sent back to his own Pariſh. 


C H A P. V. 
Rules to be obſerv'd by the TREASURER. 


1. 3 H E Treaſurer muſt be at the Care of receiving the 
Income belonging to the Hoſpital; as alſo all caſual 

Alms, which fall be brought to him by the Col- 

lectors, and which he muſt immediately ſet down in his Book 
with the Day of the Month, and he ſhall ſubſcribe it, after 
he has had it ſubſcrib'd by one or more of the Collectors, who 
brought in thoſe Alms. 


2. He 
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2. He muſt likewiſe ſet down in the ſame Book, all that ſhall 
be found in the Charity Boxes belonging to the Hoſpital, which 
muſt be open'd every Month, as alſo what ſhall be found in 
the other Boxes ſet up in Churches, Shops, and private Houſes, 
for the ſame Purpoſe : Whenever theſe Boxes are look'd into, 
he muſt be accompanied by the Deputy of the Boxes belonging to 
the Poor, and by any other Perſon the Corporation ſhall think 
fit ro appoint: And the ſeveral Articles that ſhall be enter'd 
in his Book, muſt be ſign'd by himſelf, and his two Aſſiſtants. 


3. The Treaſurer's Buſineſs is alſo to give to the Deputies 
for the ſick Poor, for thoſe that are aſham'd to appear to be 
in Want, and for paſſefigers, whatever is order'd by the Cor- 
poration. This Money they muſt accompt for with him every 
Month, and he muſt do the like with the Corporation, to 
the End that this Sort of Expence may be frequently inquir'd 
into. He muſt ' beſides, every three Months bring in an Ac» 
count of the Income, and Expence, and lay it before the Cor- 
poration, or before three Directors, who ſhall be appointed to 
examine the ſame. | 


4. He muſt alſo take great Care, that the Proviſions for the 
Hoſpital be laid in, and the Repairs, when any are wanting, 
be made in due Time. He muſt have an Eye upon all the 
domeſtick Officers of the Hoſpital, eſpecially in what may re- 
gard the Expence and Government thereof: And if he obſerves 
any Fraud or Diforder whatſoever, he muſt put a Stop to it 
immediately, and give an Account of the Whole to the Cor- 
poration. | 


5. He muft receive the neceſſary Directions from the Cor- 
poration, concerning the Quantity of Money he ought to allow 
to the Diſtributer of the Bread : Whoſe Accompts he muſt 
frequently examine, in order to prevent that Branch of the 
Expences being too great a Burthen upon the Hoſpital. 


6. If the Treaſurer ſhould not have Room enough in his 
own Houſe, for any Quantity of Corn, or Goods, that might 
be ſent in for the Uſe of the Poor, he muſt acquaint the Di- 
reftors, and ask their Conſent to hire a fit Place for that Pur- 
poſe, of which he ſhall always keep the Key. 


7, The Treaſurer's Buſineſs muſt be alſo to ſollicit the Pay- 
ment of all Rents belonging to the Hoſpital ; as alſo of all 
caſual Donations, pecuniary Mulcts in Favour of the Poor, and 
of all Legacies left them by Will; and he muſt alſo attend alt 
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8. After the Corporation ſhall have named the Collectors 
for every Month, the Treaſurer muſt take Care to put them 
in Mind of their Duty; and when any among them cannot at- 


tend, he muſt give Notice to the Corporation, who ſhall pro- 
vide ſome other Perſon, 


"Ge. 


Rules and Direclions for the DISTRIBUT ER 
of the Allowance m Bread. 


1. H E Diftributer muſt have from the Secretary a Liſt 
of all thole, to whom the Corporation has granted 


an Allowance of Bread: He muſt alſo give Orders, 
that the Loaves be brought to the Place, and be ready at the 
Hour appointed for the Diſtribution: He muſt withal oblige 
thoſe that bake it to give an Account of its Weight, and if it 
happens the Bread is not made in the Hoſpital, but by ſome 
Baker of the Town, the Diſtributer muſt have it ſeiz d, when 
any Fraud in the Quality or Weight is diſcover'd. 


2. He muſt take Care that Prayers be read to the Poor, before 
the Diſtribution begins, and when Prayers are over, he ſhall 
order the Catalogue to be read, and he ſhall give to every 
Poor the Quantity of Bread aſſign'd for him. Nothing ſhall 
be given to thoſe, who without ſome good Reaſon ſhall not 
come themſelves to receive their Allowance; nor to any who 
mall be abſent from Prayers, or ſhall not be inſcribed in the 


Catalogue: But the Bread that remains, ſhall be fent back to 
the Hoſpital. | 


3. The Diſtributer muſt remember, that it is of the utmoſt 
Conſequence, to give away the Bread in a publick Place, as 
well in order to edifie the People, who ſee the good Uſe that 
is made of their Charity, as to prevent thoſe, who receive it 
from impoſing on the Inhabitants, by infinuatiag, in order to 


have a Pretence for begging, that they receive little, or 10 
Supply from the Corporation, 


4. If the Diſtributer happens to hear that any of thoſe 
Poor, who receive a weekly Allowance, has begg'd, or ſulfer'd 
= any 
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any of his Children to b2gg, he ſhall immediately cauſe him 


to be taken up, and ſent to the Priſon belonging to the 
Hoſpital. | 


s. He muſt alſo acquaint the Poor who come for their Al- 
lowance, that it any among them is detected in any Fraud or 
Contrivance to get a Portion of Bread, as might be, in going 
under a falſe Name, or asking for an Allowance for ſome Ser- 
vant, that ſhall be either abſent, or dead; his Share for the 
firſt Time ſhall be given to the Informer, and he ſhall beſides 
be ſeverely puniſhed, according to the Circumſtances of the 
Offence. | 


6. He muſt alſo from Time to Time inform the Poor, that 
when in the Diſtribution the Head of auy Family, which 
has an Allowance, 1s named; and that this is a Perſon- who is 
known not to be m Want, his Name is not mention'd in order 
to allow him a Share in the Bread; but that it is given him 
for ſome of his Servants, who are in Want, and whom he is 
not able to maintain by his daily Labour. 


7. If after the Diſtribution is over, he hears any of the Poor 
murmuring, under Pretence of not having what they expected, 
he ſhall immediately cauſe them to be ſeiz'd, and ſent to Pri- 
ſon, in order to have them puniſh'd for being ſeditious. 


8. When any of the Poor are not preſent at the Diſtribution, 
or at Prayers, their Allowance ſhall be denied them, unleſs they 
alledge ſome good Reaſon for their being abſent. 


9. If after the Diftribution is over there remains a Bread, 
he muſt order it back to the Hoſpital, and never give thoſe 
Remnants away to any, that are not in the Catalogue, nor to 
thoſe who have already had their Allowance, by reaſon of the- 
Quantity of importunate People, who on every Diſtribution Day, 
would infaltibly cauſe a Diſturbance, if it was made a Cuſtom: 
to give away thoſe Remnants. | 


10. Finally, after every Diſtribution, he ſhall take Care to 
ſet down in ſome Book for that Pur paſe, the Quantity of Bread, 
he may have given away, to the End, that every Month or 
at the Year's End, one may know the Quantity that has been 
confum'd, in order to acquaint the. Corporation, or thoſe: who- 
defire to know- it. : | 


11. It: 
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11. It will be the Diſtributer's Buſineſs, to put the Corpora- 
tion in Mind of ſending every, Month, or oftner if Occaſion be, 


the Deputies, who are to viſit the Houſes of thoſe, who receive 


an Allowance of Bread, in order to put a Stop to all Abaſes 
that may be committed, 


Cnr vb 
Rules to be obſervd by the DEeuUTyY for 
Paſſengers. : 


= E muſt relieve poor Paſſengers, according to the Or- 
ders he may have received in general from the Cor. 


poration, and according to his Prudence and Charity : 
What ſhall be wanting for thoſe Alms, muſt be ſupplied him 


by the Treaſurer, and he muſt give an Account of what he 
lays out this Way. 


2. He muſt not give any Charity to Vagrants, or the like, 
who make it their Buſineſs to begg, unleſs they have good 
Certificates, and Atteſtations. Neither muſt he give any to 


thoſe who have Women with them, if he finds they are not 
married. 'F 


3. There are often Seamen who upon their Return from a 
Voyage, where they have got ſome Money, do nevertheleſs fall 
a begging, to the Prejudice of the Poor. There are alſo Jour- 
ney-men who travelling from one Town to another follow the 
ſame Courſe. If after they have been examined the Cheat is 
found out, the Deputy ſhall deny them a Supply no leſs than 
if they were Vagrants, who make it their Buſineſs to begg. 
And if they ſhould offer to commit any Diſorder, they ſhall 
immediately be ſent to Priſon, in order to be puniſhed. 


4+ When any Charity is given for one Night to Paſſengers, 
who' cannot go on without a Supply, the Deputy muſt give 
them a Note for a Lodging in ſome publick Houſe; but he 
muſt never ſuffer them either to eat, or to ſleep in the Hoſ- 


pital, unleſs there were a ſeparate Apartment from the Reſt 
of the Poor, deſign'd for that Uſe. 


5 , When- 
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5. Whenever this Deputy has any Buſineſs that hinders him 
from attending, he muſt give Notice pf it to the Corporation 
who muſt immediately provide ſome other Perſon, leaft any 


poor Paſſenger finding no Body to apply to upon his Arrival 
ſhould be forc'd to begg, and ſeek out for a Lodging. s 


Cx Ar. VIII. | 
Rules to be obſerv'd by the DEeuTyY for the 
Poor of a better Sort, who are aſhamed to ap- 
pear in Want, 


I. [ VIRST, He ought to be extreamly diſcreet, and cha- 


ritable, and never to. name — the Poor, whom 
he relieves, to any Body not belonging to the Cor- 
poration. | 


2. He ought to make ſome Difference betwixt a Perſon in 
Neceflity who may be of a Family, as might make it dif- 
| honourable for him to ask, or receive any Alms in Publick, 
and a poor Man, who has no other Reaſon but his Pride to 
conceal his Poverty. The Poor of this latter Sort muſt re- 
Jolve to receive their Allowance in Publick, by Reaſon, that if 
they were to be relieved in Private, there is none but wonld 
pretend to be treated in the like Manner : Which might. oc- 
caſion great Abuſes, and be a conſiderable Detriment for the 
truly Neceflitous. 


3. He muſt give to the Poor of the better Sort their Al- 
lowance with the utmoſt Secrecy, either in Money, or Corn, 
as they ſhall moſt want it; but upon Condition, that if he does 
not ſee or ſpeak himſelf with them, he be told at leaſt their 


Names, in order to prevent the ſame People's applying to him 


by different Recommendations. As ſoon as he ſhall have been 
told the Name, if he is in any Doubt relating to their Con- 
dition, or the Rank they have born in the World, he muſt 


make ſome Enquiry under-hand, but upon no Account muſt 
he ever diſcover their Names. 


L 4 He 


. 
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4. He muſt know from the Corporation whom to apply to 
for the Aſſignments allowed for Alms of this Nature, which 
he muſt diſpenſe with Oeconomy, and all the Prudence he is 
capable of: And he muſt give an Account of his Disburſe- 
ments to. the Corporation, or to the Treaſurer, if he receives 
from this Latter the Aſſignments for the Alms he was entruſted 
with. 


5. If for more Security, the Corporation ſhould think fit to 
name two Deputies for this Buſineſs inſtead of one, they muſt 
always confer together before any Reſolution is taken: And 
one of them ſhall give a Note, and the other the Money, 
which they have agreed upon among themſelves. 8 

It is to be obſerv'd, that if there ſhould be in the City any 
Foundation for the Relief of the Poor of the better Sort, the 
general Hoſpital is to be at no Charge upon their Account, 
unleſs the ſaid Foundation be united, and incorporated with the 
{ajd Hoſpital. 


E 


Rules to be obſerv'd by the DEruUTyY for the 
Bases, belonging to the Poor. 


I. T muſt be his Buſineſs to ſet up Boxes for the Poor in 
4 ſuch Churches, Chappels, Shops, or Houſes as he ſhall 
think fit. | 


2. The Keys belonging to thoſe Boxes, ſhall be ſhut up in a 
Cheſt with two Keys, one to be kept by him, and the other 
by the Treaſurer. 


3. Whenever thoſe Boxes are to be open'd, he ſhall go along 
with the Treaſurer, who, in the Preſence of the Standers by, 
{hall ſet down in his Book, the Money that ſhall be found in 
each of theſe Boxes. | 


4. He ſhall take Care, to have a large Cheſt in the Hoſpi- 
tal, in which all that is gather'd in the other Boxes ſhall be 
put up. This Cheſt ſhall have two Keys, one to be kept by 
him, and the other by the Treaſurer, and ſhall be open'd once 
a Month, or as often as the Corporation {hall think N 


* 
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Sr © 
Rules to be obſervd by the DE Tur v for the Sick. 


1. Henever he ſhall be inform'd of any Poor's falling 
93 ſick either in the City, or in the Liberties thereof, 

he muſt apply to the Corporation to know what 
muſt be done for the Patient's Relief; and if it ſhould happen, 
that the Diſtemper were of a Nature not to allow of any De- 
lay, he may in ſuch a Caſe provide what he ſhall think ne- 
ceſſary, before the Corporation meets, but he ſhall give them 
an Account of the Whole at their next Meeting. 


2. If there be an Infirmary belonging to the Hoſpital, and 
the Patient be of a Condition to be admitted therein, the De- 
puty ſhall give Orders for his Admittance, eſpecially if the 
Perſon ſhould belong to the general Hoſpital; and if the Pa- 
tient ſhould refuſe going to the Infirmary, the Deputy muſt 
apply to the Corporation for Inſtructions upon this Particular. 


3. He muſt apply to the Treaſurer for Money, and what 
other Things he may want for relieving the Sick, and every 
Month he muſt give him an Account of what he has laid 
Out. ; : ; 


4. He muſt provide Phyſicians, Surgeons, and Apothecaries, 
who either for Charity-ſake, or for a Salary ſhall viſit and look 
after the Sick ; and he muſt endeavour to get them thoſe Medi- 
cines, that are generally prepar'd and given away for the U 
of the Poor, by charitable and well-diſpos'd Perſons, * 


5. As the Poor want generally all Sorts of Neceſſaries, the 
Deputy ſhall” apply in Favour of the Sick to the Groom of the 
Wardrobe, for Beds, Sheets, and Linnen; And he ſhall take 
Care of their little Children, if there ſhould be no Body that 
takes that Trouble upon them. | 


6. It is to be obſerv'd, that the general Hoſpital takes no 
Notice of any fick Poor, in thofe Cities where there happens 
to be any Infirmary for that Uſe, and all that has been ſaid 


in this Chapter, is only meant for the fick Poor in ſmall Ci- 


ties, that have no Infirmaries. 
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Cn. XI. 
Rules to be obſerv'd by the COLLECTORS. 


AH E Corporation ſhall name Collectors for every 
Quarter of the City, and theſe Collectors ſhall go a 
Gathering in every Church and Houſe of their Diſ- 

trict: On Sundays and Holy-days they muſt go to all Churches, 

and every firſt Day of the Month they muſt go from Houſe to 

Houſe, two two, and receive all that ſhall be given them 

in Behalf of the Poor. They muſt always go in Pairs, and never 


fingle, in order to prevent any Suſpicion concerning their Honeſty, 


2. There muſt be an extraordinary Gathering made in the 
City, and about the Country in Harveſt Time, for Corn, &cc. 
as alſo a Week before Chriſtmas, Eaſter, and Mhitfuntide. 


3. As ſoon as the Gatherings are over, the Collectors ſhall 
deliver them to the Treaſurer, who ſhall ſet down every Particu- 


lar in his Book in their Preſence, which he ſhall afterwards 


fign himſelf, and get thoſe to ſign it likewiſe, that were em- 
ployed in b:inging them in. | 


4. If there ſhould be among their Gatherings any Corn, Lin- 
nen, Clothes, Wool, Hemp, or Flax, Houſehold-Goods, or other 


Things, that the Collectors could not carry away, they ſhall 


immediately have them convey'd to ſome proper Houſe, and 
be left to ſome Perſon's Care, and this will be the propereſt 
Method: Or elſe they may take Notice of the Houſes they 
had them from, and ſend for them when they are at Leifure j 
taking Care that the Whole be written down in the Treaſurer's 
Book, at the Inſtant the Things are delivered into his Hands. 


Cnayr XII. 
Rules to. be obſerv'd by the Ar TOR NE 
of the HOSPITAL. 


ney, whom they ſhall chuſe from among their Di- 
rectors; or if there be none among them fit for that 
Employment, they may chuſe any other Perfon learned in the 


8 | Law 5 


1. 1 H E Corporation muſt have an Advocate, or Attor- 


( 77) 
Law. His Buſineſs will be to look after the Concerns of the 


Poor, as well thoſe who ſhall be ſhut up in the General Hoſpi- 
tal, as thoſe who are reliev'd without Doors by the Corporation. 


2.. This Deputy muſt be *r with all the Papers and 
Writings, which may any wile concern the Poor, and he ſhall. 
keep the Originals in the Archive of the Hoſpital, keepintz by 
him a Copy, of all thoſe Writings, and a Key of the Archive; 
the other Key ſhall be kept. by one. of the Deputies, whom the. 
Corporation ſhall name for that Purpoſe. 


3. Whenever the Treaſurer, or any other Deputy ſhall un- 
dertake any. Law-ſuit in Behalf of the Hoſpital, the Attorney 
ſhall aſſiſt him with his Advice, or he ſhall himſelf go on with 
the Law-ſuit, if the Corporation ſhall think it proper. 


4+ Whenever any of the Deputies ſhall give up his Accompts- 
to the Corporation, or to a Committee appointed for that Pur- 
pole, the Attorney muſt be called in, in order to oppoſe any; 
'Thing that might. be found prejudicial to the Poor. | 


— — — — — — — 


Crar, XIII. 
Rules to be obſerv'd by the EXAMINERS. 
of ACCOMPTS. 


1. IHRE Corporation muſt appoint among their Deputies, 


two or three Examiners of the Steward's Accompts, . 
which. they ſhall examine every Week, and ballance, 
whenever. they. think it proper. | | 


2. In theſe Accompts, the Committee muſt in the firſt Place 
examine the Income, that is, what Money or Bread the Steward 
may have receiv'd at ſeveral Times from the Treaſurer ; as alſo 
all the caſual Alms of each Day, which muſt be ſpecified in his 
Book. In the ſecond Place, they muſt examine the Expence, , 
that is, the Number of Poor and. other Domeſticks ſhut up, and 
entertain'd Day by Day in the Hoſpital, the Number of Pri- 
ſoners, Paſſengers, or others, whom he has ſupply'd with Vittuals 
or Money: They ſhall alſo examine all Expences made for Bread, 
Meat, and other Things of the like Nature. | 


3. When 
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3. When Occafion ſhall be, they ſhall call in the Accomptant, 
at the Examination of the Accompts, and if they think fit, they 
ſhall compare his Book, with thoſe of the Steward. 


4. If the Accompts prove right, they ſhall immediately be 
ballanced ; but if any Errors appear, they ſhall give Notice to 
the Corporation at their firſt Meeting, theſe Accompts being of 
ſuch Importance for the Good of the Hoſpital, that it cannot 
laſt long, if ever they are neglected. 


' Cnar. XIV. 
Rules to be obſervd by the DEPUTY for 
the PRI8ONS. 


ſeparate Priſons, one for the Men, and the other for 

the Women; which ſhall ſerve for thoſe Poor that 
ſhall be taken up without Doors. He muſt likewiſe provide, if 
it is poſſible, two other ſeparate Priſons for the Poor belonging 
to the Hoſpital, in Cafe there be not Room enough in the Pri- 
{ons aflign'd for the outward Poor. 


I. H. muſt take Care that there be in the Hoſpital two 


2. It muſt be his Buſineſs to look aſter the Goal-Keeper, and 
to enquire, whether he obſerves the Regulations which ſhall have 
been preſcrib'd him; and to get the Steward to allow him all 
that ſhall be wanting for the Priſoners. 


3. He ſhall never allow any Poor to go out of the Priſon 
without an Order from the Corporation, unleſs it be upon Ac- 
count of Sickneſs, or ſome other dangerous Accident, in which 
Caſe, if the Corporation is not aſſembled, he muſt apply to 
the Steward, or daily Viſitor ; and according to their Advice, 
he may either ſet the poor Perſon at Liberty, or have him 
carried to the Infirmary. 


4. Whenever the Corporation meets, he ſhall order the Goal- 
Keeper to lay before them the Book, containing a Liſt of the 
Priſoners, in order to have thoſe propos'd, who according to 
his Opinion, ought to be ſet at Liberty, or thoſe who ought 
te be puniſh'd according to their Deſerts; giving an —_— - 
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thoſe who ſhall have E after having been at other Times 
ſet at Liberty. 


Whenever any Priſoner nden amiſs, and that the Cor- 


* think fit he ſhould be puniſh'd, this Deputy ſhall give 


Orders, that it may be done by the Perſon appointed for that 


Purpoſe. 


6. If any Poor is to be kept a Priſoner for any confldarable 
Time, and is able to work, the Deputy muſt ſet him at it, 
and ſhall give him ſome Part of his Gains, and keep the other 


towards the Expence of his Maintenance. 


7. If any Priſoner in the Hoſpital mould . ——_ of any- 
Crime, puniſhable by the Magiſtrate, the Deputy ſhall imme- . 
diately give them Notice thereof, and order the Offender to the - 


Priſon belonging to the Magiſtracy. 


CAA XV. 


Rules to be obſervd by the DEPUTY for” the 


Wo RRS and MANUFACTURES. 


the Maintenance of the Hoſpital, the Deputy of the 


* H E Work of the Poor being of great Importance for 
Works muſt take great Care, that it be oe with 


all the Diligence and Honeſty imaginable. 
. If the Corporation thinks it proper, they may ſet up di- 


vie Trades in the Hoſpital, ſuch as the Poor may be fitteſt for, _ 
as are moſt in Uſe, or may be of the beſt Advantage, as Tay- 


lors, Shoe-makers, Weavers of Cloth or Linnen, Spinning of 
Wool, or Flax, Stocking-Weavers, Making of * and Trades 
of this Kind. 


It muſt be his Bufineſs to ſee that every poor Body * . 


3 according to their reſpective Abilities, that the young 


People do learn ſome Trade or other, and that the old People. 


may have ſomething to do, and not remain idle. 


4+ He * 
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g. He muſt look over the Maſters and Workmen, who are 


-employ'd in inſtructing the Poor, to the End that the Poor 


may not be neglected, and that their Work be wholly ap- 
plied to the Benefit of the Hoſpital. In order to prevent all 
Manner of Frauds, he ſhall order the Accomptant, to ſet down 
with particular Care all the Materials given out for working, 
and all that ſhall be given back when wrought ; and for greater 
Caution, he ſhall oblige every poor Body, whenever any Work 
is done, to bring it to the Accomptant, or to the Steward, to 
prevent any Contrivance whatſoever, that might be of any Pre- 


Judice to the Hoſpital. 


F. In order to encourage the Poor to work with all the Aſ- 


ſiduity and Diligence that is poſſible, at the End of the Week, 


or of every Month, the Deputy hall pay each of them that Part 
of their Gains, which ſhall be ſettled by the Corporation; ha- 
ving this Regard, that thoſe who ſhall be known not to man- 
age their Money right, ſhall give it ſome of the principal 
Officers of the Hoſpital to keep for them, when they ſhall want 
it. And if the Work of theſe Poor is not fold, but ſerves for 
the Hoſpital, the Corporation muſt conſider, whether it would 
not be proper to allow ſomewhat to thole who have been em- 
ploy'd in working. 


'6. It mall be his Buſineſs to puniſh thoſe, that work care- 
leſsly, or ſpoil what they are about by their own Fault, as 
well as thoſe, who thro? Idleneſs ſhall not have finiſh'd their 
Task at the Day's End, by depriving them of their Portion at 


Table, or by inflicting any other Puniſhment as he ſhall think 
moſt proper. 


7. If the Hoſpital ſhould not be able to provide Work enough 
for all the Poor, the Corporation muſt get ſome from abroad, 
by the Means of the Merchants of the City or neighbouring 
Country, who may be willing to employ the Poor : And they 
muſt agree with thoſe Merchants for the Price, and ſettle the 
Whole in the moſt advantagious Manner that may be poſſible in 
Behalf of the Hoſpital. 


8. It is cuſtomary in ſome Countries to have any Thing done 


by the Poor, at cheaper Rates, than thoſe Things may be had 
from the Tradeſmen or Work-men of the Town ; but this Cuſ- 
tom gives the Work- men frequent Occaſions of Complaint, ſince 
they muſt either find nothing to do, if they demand more for 
their Work than the Poor, or they muſt ſtarve if they work 
for leſs; in many Places the Work of the Poor is ſold * 

than 


(81) 
than in the Shops, by Reaſon the Poor work more honeſtly; 
and quicker, and that the Corporation is anſwerable for any 


bad Goods, or any damag'd Ones, that might happen to fall in 
any Merchant's Hands. | : 


9. This Deputy muſt take Care to make up his Accompts 
with the Work-men employ'd in the Hoſpital at the End of every 
Month; as alſo with the Merchants who employ the Poor; and 
he muſt not fail giving an Account every three Months to the 
Corporation, of all that has been manufactured in the Hoſpi- 
tal, of the Gains, and Loſſes, which he may have taken down 
in his private Accompts, to the End that the Corporation may 
upon the Whole, order what they ſhall think fit. 


10. If the Corporation ſhould think age to put out Ap- 
prentices with Work-men or Tradeſmen of the Town, the De- 
puty muſt endeavour to make the beſt Bargain he can for the 
Poor, there being ſome Maſters to be found, who will be wil- 
ling to teach their Trade for Charity-ſake, others that will 
have a ſmall Sum of Money, and others again who will inſiſt 
upon their Apprentices ſerving them, after their Time 1s out 
for their Victuals only for a ſettled Time; which laſt Method 
will prove more advantagious and profitable to the Hoſpital, 
than giving of Money. | 


11. If any of the Townſmen ſhould have a Mind to employ 
ſome of the Poor at Work in their own Houſes, the Deputy 
ſhall not grant it without having the Corporation's Conſent, in 
which Caſe he ſhall never ſend out any Poor, but fuch as he 
_ entirely depend upon for their Honeſty and good Be- 

viour. 


12. He muſt make it his Buſineſs to viſit from Time to 
Time, the Apprentices and Poor of the Hoſpital, who ſhall be 
employ'd at Work in the City, and to ſee that they behave 
as they ought to do; ordering back to the Hoſpital ſuch as 
nn "Ys and protecting thoſe that ſhall happen to be 
abuſed. 
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Cu Ar. XVI. 
Rules to be obſerv'd by the GROOM of 


the WARDROBE. 


HIS Deputy muſt look after the Clothes, Linnen, 
Houſehold-goods, &c. that ſhall be given for the 
| Uſe of the Poor, and of all theſe Things he muft 
keep an authentick Inventory. 


| 


2. He muſt in the next Place affix ſome particular Mark up- 
on all that belongs of this Kind to the Hoſpital. 


3- According to the Orders he ſhall receive from the Cor- 
poration, he ſhall diſpenſe theſe Goods to the Poor, or lend 
them to the Sick in thoſe Places where there are no publick 
Infirmaries erected. 


4. As ſoon as theſe Poor are either cur'd, or dead, he muſt 
be mindful of recovering the Goods, and putting them up in 
the Wardrobe, 


SECT. 
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Ss r. III. 


Ros to be obſervd by the 
Domeſtick OFFICERS of the 


HosrirTtar. 


1 


Rules for the CHAPLAIN belonging to the 
H E principal Care of the Chaplain is, to preſerve 
and promote Devotion in the Hoſpital, and to work 


General Hos PIT AL. 
; 'T' 
for the Salvation of the Poor by his Inſtructions, and 


his good Example. 


2. He muſt read Prayers to them twice a Day, teach them 
their Catechiſm, and infſtrult them in every Article of the 


Chriſtian Faith ; and if he obſerves that any of the Poor are 


vicious, and do not attend divine Service, and that, notwith- 
ſanding his Admonitions, they ſtill continue in their ill Courſes, 
he ſhall make his Report to the Corporation, to the End that 
they may inflift on them the Puniſhment they ſhall think pro- 
per; or elſe order them to be turn'd out of the Hoſpital. 


3. It muſt be alſo his Buſineſs to teach the Poor, or ſee they 


are taught to read, to write, and to caſt Accompts, and there 
muſt be ſet Days in the Week for that Purpoſe. 


'& 5 CHAP. 
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*y SE I. © 
Rules to be obſervd by the STEWARD 
of the Hosv1iTAL. 


the Hoſpital cannot laſt long, unleſs this Officer does 

his Duty with all the Care imaginable, and has an 
Eye upon all that is done in. the Hoſpital ; as the Work of 
che Poor, the Expence, the Kitchen, the Laying in of Provi- 
ſions, the Behaviour of the ſubaltern Officers, and the good 
Order of the whole Family. 


1. T E. Office of Steward is of ſuch Importance, that 


2. He muſt have in his Cuſtody all the Houſehold-Goods be- 
longing to the Hoſpital, of which he muſt make an Inventory, 
and be- accountable for the Whole to the 3 It muſt 
allo be his Buſineſs to. give out to the inferior Officers the 
Utenſils they ſhall want, of which he ſhall take Care to keep 
an exact Account. 


3. He muſt be at the Trouble of buying in the Provifions that. 
ſhall be wanting daily for the Hoſpital, of which he ſhall give 
an Account every Week to the Superviſor. 


4. He muſt have, in a particular Book, a Catalogue of all 
the Poor, that ſhall be received into the Hoſpital; in which 
he muſt write down their Names, their Age, the Day of their 
entring into the Hoſpital; as alſo the Day of their Death, or 
their being diſmiſs'd, and the Place they are gone to live at. 
And in order to- find out with more Eaſe the Names of all the 
Poor, he muſt write down the Names of the Men ahd Boys on 
one Page by themſelves, and all the Women and Girls on the 
other Side, leaving ſome Space from one Article to the other, 
in order to add upon, Occaſion what is befallen to every poor 
Perſon 1n particular. a = 


5. He muſt never receive into the Hoſpital any Poor whatſo- 
ever, either as Servants, or as Paſſengers, without an Order 
from the Corporation. Neither muſt any be admitted without 
having previouſly been viſited by the Surgeon, -or or.e of the- 
Nurſes of the Hoſpital. As ſoon as any Poor ſhall be admitted 
into the Hoſpital, the Steward muſt make them quit their Clothes, 
and after he has had them cleans'd, he muſt put them up 0 
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think moſt proper. 
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the Wardrobe, with the Name of the Perſon they belong to; 
in order to give them back again, if ever the Proprietor is dil- 
miſs'd ; but if the Clothes were abſolutely good for nothing, 
he muſt take Notice of it in his Book ; and if ever ſuch Perſon 
is diſmiſs'd, the Steward muft order him to be cloth'd by his 
Relations, or by thoſe who are willing to receive him in theic 
Houſe ; and upon no Account whatfoever, he muſt ever allow 
thoſe that. are diſmiſs'd from the. Hoſpital, to take away with 
them any Clothes, or wearing Apparel that were ever brought 
into the Hoſpital by any. of the Poor. th 


6. He muſt particularly have an Eye upon the Cooks, Door-- 
keepers, Bakers, and all other inferiour Officers belonging to- 
the Hoſpital; and ſee that they all do their Duty; and when- 
ever he finds they neglett it, he muſt immediately have them 
Puniſh'd, or make his Complaint to the Viſitors, or to the... 
Corporation. | 


7. If there be any Repairs to be made to the Hoſpital, he 
muſt hire Workmen to do what is wanting with the Treaſurer's. 
Conſent, aud pay them their Due. 


8. It muſt be his Buſineſs to ſee that the Order of the Hoſ- 
pital be rightly obſery'd, that the Bell be rung exactly at the 
Time appointed for the Poor's Riſing, their Dinner, Supper, and. 
their going to Bed. When the Poor are all in Bed, he ſhall 
order the Bell to ring for Silence, afterwards he ſhall viſit the 
Hoſpital, and if he finds any Diſorder, or hears any one ſpeak- 
ing during the Time of Silence, he ſhal) puniſh thoſe- that ſhall: 


be found in Fault, by. declaring their Names publickly at Table, 


and obliging them to eat upon their Knees ; or elſe he ſhall 
deſire the Viſitor to inflift on. them that. Puniſhment. he ſhall: 


9. When the daily Viſitor begins his Viſitation, the Steward. 
muſt tender him the Book appointed for that Purpoſe, and 
Mall accompany him in all the Apartments, giving him Notice 
of all that occurrs, and he is punctually to obey all Orders that 
ſhall be laid on him by the Viſitor. 


10. He muſt never fail to ſend at proper Times the Collec- 
tors to the Doors of all Churches, and particularly thoſe, that 
go about from Houle to Houle gathering the Offals and Scraps, 
and when they return, he muſt ſee, that all be received, and: 
cmploy?d for the Service of the Poor. 
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11. If there be Occaſion, the Steward may give any of the Poor 
Liberty of going out of the Hoſpital, preſcribing him a ſet 
Time for his Return, and he ſhall order the Door-keeper never 


to allow any One to go out without Leave; and if he himſelf 
has any Buſineſs abroad, he may deſire the Chaplain, or the 


Houſe-keeper to give Leave to the Poor, during his Abſence. 


12 In the Night-time he muſt have by him the Keys of all 
the Doors, unleſs the Corporation or the Viſitors ſhould order 
ſome Body elſe to have them, and he muſt obſerve, that all 


the Doors be well ſecured. X 


13. When any of the Poor fall ſick, it muſt be his Buſineſs 
to order them what they may want; and if they are like to 


have a long Fit of Sickneſs, he ſhall get them convey'd to the 
- Infirmary. The ſame Rule ſhali be obſerv'd in Relation to the 
inferior Officers, when they happen to be out of Order. 


14. Whenever any Thing occurrs in the Hoſpital, of which 
he thinks the Corporation ſhould have Notice, he ſhall ſend 


the Caſe in Writing, or bring it himſelf before the Corporation 


upon their firſt Meeting. 


15. Whenever he ſhall ſell any Work done by the Poor, he 
muſt divide among them that Part of the Profit that ſhall be 
determin'd by the Corporation; but if he finds they make a 
bad Uſe of their Money, he ſhall order it to be put up, for 
when they may really want it. | | 


16. When the Corporation ſhall put out any of the Poor for 
Apprentices in Town, or ſend any out to work, it muſt be 
the Steward's Buſineſs, ( if there be no Deputy for the Works 


or Manufactures,) to viſit them from Time to Time, and to 


enquire whether they be il] or well us'd by their Maſters; and 
if he finds that theſe Poor do not behave as they ought to do, 
he muſt give Notice to the Corporation, who ſhall order them 
back to the Hoſpital ; and if theſe Poor employ'd abroad ſhould 
get any Money, he ſhall diſpoſe of their Gains, according to 
the Orders he ſhall have from the Corporatian. 


CH av. 
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C H A P. III. | 
y - Rules to be obſero'd by the ACCOMPTANT. 


1. IF the Corporation thinks fit, they may name an Accomp- 
tant, who. may. live within, or without the Hoſpital. 


2. This Accomptant ſhall have a Book, wherein he ſhall- 
write down, as the Steward does in his, the Quantity of Corn, 
that ſhall be laid up in the Granary, of which he ſhall have 
one Key, and the Steward another. He ſhall alſo write down 
the Quantity of Corn, that is ſent to the Mill, the Flower that 
is ſent back, the Quantity of Flower that is given to the 
Baker, and the Number of Loaves that are made out of it. 


3. He ſhall likewiſe take an Account of the Fuel, and of. 
the Drink that ſhalt be laid up in the Cellar; as alſo of all 
the other: Proviſions that the Corporation ſhall order him. 


4. Whenever the Steward gives up his Accompts, the Ac- 
comptant muſt be ready to produce his Book, if the Corpo-- 
ration ſhall think it proper. | . 


C H A P. IV. 
Rules to be obſerv'd by the HOUSE-K EE PER. 


1. Henever the Steward ſhall be abſent, the Houſe-keeper 
| muſt ſupply his Place, and ſhe muſt adviſe with the 
Chaplain upon any Emergency that ſhall happen. 


2. The principal Part of this Office conſiſts in the well or- 
dering of the Servants, and the Management of the Works, 
particularly thoſe of the Women, 


3. She muſt have an Eye over the Women Servants, the 
Cook-Maids, if there be any, the Women that are employ'd 
in Making the Bread, and all the Women that have any Em- 
ployment in the Hoſpital, giving them all the Utenſils. they. 
Mall want for their reſpective Offices. | 

| 4 She 
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4. She muſt ſez that all the young Women be ſet by Turns 
to do all that ſhall be wanting in the Hoſpital ; to the End 
that they may learn to ſet out a Room, to make a Bed, to 
dreſs Victuals, to waſh Clothes, to make Bread, to ſow, and 
other Things that Servant Maids and a Miſtreſs of a Houſe 
ought to know. 


5. The Houſe-keeper muſt fee, that what is prepar'd for the 
Poor be laid on the Table with Decency and Order, for which 
Purpoſe ſhe ſhall either be in the Kitchen, or in the Refeftory, 
while the Poor are Eating: She muſt alſo ſee that a Table be 


laid for the domeſtick Officers, who generally dine and ſup 
after the Poor have done. 


D 


Rules to be obſervd by the MASTERS em- 
Ployed in teaching the WoRxs to the Po OR. 


1. IN thoſe Hoſpitals that have Mafters for the Works, theſe 


ought to be under the Steward's Direction, and punctually 
obey all his Orders. 


2. They muſt be extreamly diligent with regard to the Poor, 
and ſee that their Work be done honeſtly and carefully, giv- 
ing each of them their daily Task, and cauſing them to be pu- 
_— if by their Fault their Task is not finiſh'd, or is done 
amils. | 


3. They ſhall uſe their beſt Endeavours to teach thoſe, that 
cannot work, and if there be any that are entirely unfit for 
the Buſineſs they are put to, the Maſters muſt let the Deputy 
for the Works or the Viſitors know it. 


4. They muſt receive all the Materials that ſhall be given 
for the Manufactures, ſet them down in a Book, when they re- 
ceive them, as alſo when they give them back; and they 
muſt give an exact Account of the Whole to the Deputy for 
the Works, whenever they are required, | 

5. They muſt prevent any of the Poor's working privately 
for themſelves, and not for the Profit of the Hoſpital z and they 


ſhall 
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ſhall divide among the Poor, for what they ſhall have wrought, 
that Part of the Profit that ſhall be aſſign'd them by the Cor- 
poration. 


6. They ſhall not permit any One to go out of the working 
Room without Leave, under any Pretence whatſoever. 


7. They ſhall order at proper Times ſome pious Lecture to be 


read to the Poor, while they are at Work, and ſhall uſe their 


beſt Endeavours to oblige all the Poor under their Care to 


behave with Modeſty and Charity one towards another, puniſh- 


ing ſeverely thoſe, who ſhall ſtrike or abuſe one another by 
Blows or ill Language, and they ſhall take particular Care that 
the Poor do not ſoil their Clothes. 


8. They muſt keep the working Rooms ſhut up at thoſe 
Fimes that the Poor are not employ'd, and the Maſters ſhall be 
oblig'd to make Good all that ſhall be loſt by their Fault, of 
any Materials, Tools, Utenſils, and the like. 


— —— — 


e | 
Rules to be obſerv'd by the MISTRESSES of the 
WoRKs to the Wo MEN and GIRLS. 


1. TIN all Things relating to the Works, they ſhall be under 
the Houſe-keeper's Direction. | | 


2. They ſhall obſerve in all that concerns their Employment, 
the ſame Methods that are followed. by the Maſters of the 
Works. f 3 7 


3. They ſhall never allow any old or young Man to come 
into their Apartment, without Leave from ſome ſuperior Offi- 
cer; neither ſhall any Woman or Girl go out upon any Pre- 
tence whatſoever without their Conſent. 


4. They ſhall take a particular Care that all the Women 


have their Necks cover'd, and always appear in a decent Poſ- 


ture, while they are at Work. 


I -- " CHAP. 


. ß n . 


; 
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C nar VII. 
Rules to be obſerv'd by the principal DOOR- 
| KEEPER. + 


H muſt always keep the great Door of the Hoſpital 
ſhut, and he muſt be ready to open it whenever the 
Bell 1s rung. | 


2. He ſhall never allow any Stranger to come in, without 
an Order from the domeſtick Officers, or from the Perſon that 
commands in their Abſence; and if any Perſons of Quality ſhould 
deſire to ſee the Hoſpital, he ſhall immediately acquaint the 


Steward, who ſhall give them a Guide to ſhew them the 
Houſe. | 


3 He ſhall never allow any Poor to go out, unleſs he is 
ſatisfied they have a particular Leave, which he may ſoon 
know of the Steward, or of any other Perſon that is empower'd 
to give Leave for thoſe Things. 


4+ When any of the Poor ſhall go out, or come back again 
to the Hoſpital, if he has any Suſpicion of them, he may ſearch 
their Pockets to ſee what they have about them; and if he 
finds any Thing amiſs, he muſt make his Report to the Stew- 
ard, and let him know, when any of the Poor ſhall refuſe to 
be ſearch'd. If it is a Woman or a Girl, of whom he has 


any Suſpicion, he muſt have her examin'd by ſome Maid- 
Servant. 


5. If any one ſhould deſire to ſpeak with any Poor, tho? he 


Mould be his neareſt Relation, the Door-keeper ſhall not call 
for him without previous Leave. 


6. At Night he ſhall give up the Keys of the Doors to the 


Officer, who ſhall be appointed to keep them in the Night-time, - 


and to no other. 


7. If any foreign Beggar ſhould come for Charity, he 
muſt direct him to the Deputy for Paſſengers, and never admit 


any Body into the Hoſpital, without a direct Order from ſome 
of the Deputies. | 


CHAP. 
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Rules to be obſerv'd by the DOOR-KEEPERS 
of the ABARTMENTS belonging either to the 


MEN, or to the WouRN. 
1. 1 I 
longing to the Men, and he ſhall be choſen among the 
Poor that live in that Apartment : There ſhall alſo be 
a poor Woman choſen for the Apartment of the Women; and 
they ſhall both keep their Doors ſhut, and never open them, bu 
when the Bell is rung. 


HERE ſhall be a Door-keeper for the Apartment be- 


# 


2. If any of the Poor offers to go into the Apartment of 
the other Sex, the Door-keeper ſhall refuſe to admit them, 
unleſs they produce a Licence; but if any Stranger ſhould de- 
ſire to go in to ſee the Apartments, they ſhall uſe him with 
all the Civility and Modefty that is poſſible. If they ſhould 
obſerve, that any of the Poor in particular ſhould make it a 
Cuſtom to go out of the Apartment either too often, or with- 
out a Neceſſity, or ſhould ſtay out a long Time, they muſt 
immediately give Notice to the Perſon who commands in the 


Apartment, that he may correct thole Abuſes. 


— — 


Cu ANY IX. 
Rules to be obſerv'd by the COLLECTORS 
that go about with BoxEs for the Pook. 


4. H E Collectors who go about with Boxes, ſhall ne- 
ver ask within the Churches, but muſt ſtand ar 


the Doors that ſhall be aſſign'd them, and never 


elſewhere. 


2. When there ſhall happen to be two Collectors together, 
and they ſhall perceive any one ready to give ſomewhat for 
the Poor, they muſt not tender both their Boxes together, and 


_ diſpute who thall receive the Alms, but he that is neareſt ſhall 


g0 up to receive it. 
N 2 3. When 
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3. When they ftand waiting at the Door of any Church, 


they muſt take particular Care not to talk fo loud, as to diſ- 
turb the Devotion of thoſe that are within. 


4. If, when the Boxes are open'd, any ſmall Matter is given 

Way of Gratification to thoſe who go about with them, 
they ſhall give this Money to ſome Officer of the Hoſpital to 
keep it for them: But if inſtead of this they are. found to 
make a bad Uſe of their Money, nothing more ſhall be given 
them, and they ſhall never be trufted with any of the Boxes. 


g — 
— — 
_— — —— — — —” 


C HAP. * 


Rules to be obſerꝰ d ty the COLLECTORS of 
the SCRAPS and OEFALS. 


7. H E N once a General Hoſpital is eſtabliſn'd in any 
Town, and Begging prohibited, there are many 


: Families that will not know what to do with the 
broken Victuals, they us'd to give away to Beggars. For which 
Reaſon, if the Corporation thinks fit, they ſhould order a ſet 
Number of Collectors to go every Day thro” the Streets, with 
a Cart or Horſe loaden. with. Hampers, Bottles, and other 
Utenſils, fit to contain all that ſhall be given them. | 


2. Theſe Collectors ſhall go their Rounds every Day, without 
Intermiſſion, at the Hour appointed, and ſhall paſs thro” all 
the Streets, to the End that nothing of what the Inhabitants ' 
have laid by, ſhould be ſpoil'd.. 


3. There muſt be ſeveral Men employ'd in this Gathering, 
ene to lead the Horſe, another to ring the Bell, a third to 
carry about the Box, and a fourth to receive all the Victuals that 
fhall be given. There ſhall be One among them appointed to 
command the Reſt, who muſt obey his Orders during the Time 
the Gathering ſhall laſt. 


4. He that leads the Horſe, ſhall tend him in the Hoſpital, 
and take Care of all that belongs to him, as his Bridle and Saddle, 
the Hampers and other Things. us'd for the Gathering, which 
he ſhall keep lock'd up in ſome particular Place. 


( 53 ) 
5. During the Time of the Gathering, they ſhall all behave- 
modeſtly, and be troubleſome to no Body :. And if any of theſe: 
commit any Diſorder, his Companions ſhall be oblig'd to acquaint 


the Steward; and if they ſhould not, they ſhall all. be puniſt'd. 
as Accomplices. | EX 


6. It it ſhould happen that their Hampers ſhould be full be- 
fore their Rounds are finiſt'd, they muſt empty them in ſome 
neighbouring Houſe, particularly in ſome Deputy's Houſe, if 
poſſible; and after their Rounds are over, and that they have 
emptied their Hampers at the Hoſpital, they ſhall come back 
without ringing their Bell, to fetch what they had left behind them. 


CHAT. XI. 
Rules to be obſerv'd by the COOK, belonging to: 
the Hos YIT AL. 


I. TN all that concerns his Office, he ſhall be entirely under 
; the Direction of the Steward, or of the Houſe-keeper: 


2. He ſhall prepare the Dinners and Suppers for the Poor 
with all the Care that is poſſible, and be as ſparing as-he can, 
of all that he ſhall be entrufted with. 


3: He muſt never give any Thing to eat privately: to any. 
Poor either fick, or in health, without an Order from the 
Steward, or the Houſe-keeper : It- muſt be his Buſineſs to dreſs 
up the Diſhes for the Poor, and ſend them up to Table. | 


4+ If any of the outward Poor ſhould come to begg for any 
Scraps or Offals, he muſt never give them any, without a ſpe- 
cial Order; and whenever he is order'd to give them — 
muſt punctually follow the Liſt that ſhall be given him. And 
if ever the Poor ſhould come without being ſent for, he- muſt 
not give them my Thing, in order to prevent the Hoſpital's. 
being every Day ſurrounded with a Number of Beggars. 


5. Whenever any Poor of the Hoſpital are ſent to the Kitchen 
to help him, he ſhall honeftly teach them, all that he knows 
of has Buſineſs. | | e 6 

HAN 
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CAA. XII. 
Rules to be obſerv'd by the GO AL-K EE ER. 


E, muſt have in the Priſon a Proviſion of Straw, 
Water, and neceſſary Utenſils for the Uſe of the 
Priſoners; and contrive to keep the Place as clean 
and in as good Order as ſhall be poſfible. 


T. 


2. He muſt always have by him the Keys of the Priſon, and 
never truſt any one elſe with them, excepting the Steward, un- 
leſs it be by an expreſs Order from the Corporation. 


3. Whenever any Priſoner is brought to him, he ſhall write 
down his Name, Surname, Age, Country, and Diſtemper if he 
has any : He ſhall alſo obſerve, whether the Corporation allows 
him any Bread, or whether he has auy Child in the Hoſpital ; 
and finally he ſhall ſet down the Day and Hour of his Com- 
mitment, and whether the ſame Perſon had been in Priſon ever 
before. He ſhall alſo write down the Day and Hour of any 
Priſoner's Releaſe, and in order to find out his Name with 
more Eaſe, he thall write it down both in the Margin, and 
in the alphabetical Table of his Book. | 


4. If any Poor belonging to the Hoſpital are ſent to Priſon, 
and there be no particular Goal for them, before any of them 
are committed, the Goal-Keeper ſhall ſtrip them of the Clothes 
they wore in the Hoſpital, and ſhall ſupply them with another 
Suit, which they ſhall leave off when they are releas'd, to the 
End that no Filthineſs may be convey'd from the Priſon among 
the Poor in the Hoſpital. | | 


5. Before he commits any Priſoner, he muſt ſearch him 
thoroughly, and ſee whether he has any Money, or Knife, or 
any Arms about him: Whatever he finds of this Nature muſt 
be ſeiz'd, and writ down in his Book, giving Notice of the 
Whole to the Deputy of the Priſons, who ſhall order what 
Uſe ſhall be made of thoſe Things. Whenever any Woman is 


ſent to Priſon, ſhe muſt alſo be ſearch'd by one of her own 
Sex. | 


6. He ſhall never allow any One to ſpeak with any of the 
Priſoners, or to give them any Thing whatſoever, unleſs 0 


(55 
be by an Order from the Corporation, or from ſome of the 
Deputies. ” | 


7. He ſhall never give the Priſoners any Thing elſe but their 


Bread and Water, and ſuch other Food as the Corporation 


ſhall order : And he muſt never conſent that any Thing more 
be given them without Leave from the Deputy of the Priſons, 
Abſtinence being the greateſt Puniſhment that can be inflicted 
upon .a Priſoner. 3 


8. When any of the Priſoners fall ſick, he muſt give Notice 
to the Deputy of the Priſons, or to the Viſitor, or in his 
Abſence to the Steward, who ſhall order what he thinks 


proper. 


9. If there be any of the Priſoners that are able to work, 
he muſt apply to the Corporation, or to the Deputy of the 
Priſons, for Inſtructions, how and upon what Footing theſe 
People are to be employ'd. 
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Szcr. IV. 


InsTru C TIONS relating to the [ 
POOR ſhut up in General | 
HosvrirtaLs. q 

1 


| | | } 
| Rules to be obſerv'd relating to the Esxerciſi F 


1. LL the Poor who are able to work, muſt be em- - = + 
ploy'd on all Work-days, as well in order to avoid 
Idleneſs, which is the Fountain of all Miſchief, as 
to ufe themſelves to Fatigue, and get by their Labour ſome 
Part of their Maintenance. 


2. Every poor Perſon muſt be employ'd in ſome Buſineſs pro- 
portionable to his Strength, and Capacity, either within or 
without the Hoſpital; and the young Boys muſt be put out k 


with the Tradeſmen of the Town, to learn ſome Trade, ac- 

cording to the different Bargains that ſhall be made by the | 

Corporation. | 4 
3. As to the young Women, who intend to go out to Ser- 2 


vice, it will be proper to employ them in all Manner of Work, 
to the End, that when they are diſmiſs'd from the Hoſpital, 
they may be able to dreſs Victuals, know how to bake, to 
waſh, to ſow, and all other Things that good Servant Maids 
ought to know. 


4. It 


(97) 
4. It will be proper likewiſe to teach the Children of both 
Sexes to read, write, and caſt Accompts. | 


5. In order to keep the Poor in Health, they ſhall now and 
then be ſent out to take the Air, and, in Summer-time, the 
Boys ſhall be ſent a Bathing, in order to keep them from 
having the Itch. | 


6. When the Poor ſhall be employ'd by any Merchant, or 
other Inhabitant of the City, they ſhall defire ſome of the 
domeſtick Officers to write down in the Regiſter all the Mate- 
rials they ſhall receive for Working, and what they ſhall give 
back when wrought (altho' the Steward may have taken it down 
in his own Book) in order not only to gratifie thoſe that work, 
but alſo to prevent the Frauds that might be committed, if 
the Corporation were not acquainted by the Regiſter, of all 
that is wrought in the Hofpital. SY 


7. Whenever any of the Poor ſhall be found to do their 
Work careleſsly, the Maſter of the Works ſhall affign them 
their daily Task ; and' he muſt puniſh them ſeverely, if they 
do not make an End of it, or if by their Fault theWork. 
ſhould be ill done, or any Waſte made of the Materials. 


R————————_ — — ws — — 0 


E 
Rules to be obſerv'd relating to the Po o R's Diet. 


1. H E Poor's Diet muſt be frugal, and adapted to 
their Condition, and tho it ought to be alike for 


all as much as is poſſible, ſtill ſome Regard muſt be 

had for the Weakneſs of Children, and old People, as alſo of 

the Infirm; who when they are very much indiſpos'd,. mutt . 
be ſent to the Infirmary, *cill they are entirely recover'd. 


2. The Men and Boys ſhall eat together in a ſeparate Room 
from the Women; or if that cannot be, at leaſt at ſeparate-- 
Tables: And every One ſhall have a Porringer, and a Cup to 
himſelf, and Care muſt be taken, that Silence be obſerv'd, and 
due Attention given to the ſpiritual Lecture while they are at 


Table. 
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3. Beſides their Break-faſt in a Morning, which generally is to 
be a Piece of dry Bread ; they ſhall have for their Dinner as much 
Bread as they can eat, ſome Broth, a little Meat on ſome ſet 
Days in the Week, and the other Days Bread and Cheeſe, or 
Bread and Butter: And if the Fragments and Offals which are 
to be gather'd every Day in the City, ſhould at any Time be 
| in ſuch a large Quantity, as to be fear'd they will not keep, 
| they muſt not for that Reaſon be divided among the Poor of 
the Hoſpital, leaſt ſuch a Quantity ſhould do them Hurt; but 
when theſe have had a moderate Share, the Overplus muſt be 
given away among the Poor of the City, who ſhall be ſent for to 
receive their Portion, according to the Orders preſcrib'd by the 
| | Corporation; the Catalogue of all the outward Poor being for 
| that — always to remain in ſome convenient Place in the 
Kitchen. 


4. Whenever there ſhall happen to be in the Hoſpital any ſick, 
or Valetudinarians, old People, Children, or weak and infirm 
People, the Directors ſhall order them to be manag'd, as to 
their Sleep and Diet, in the Manner that ſhall be preſcrib'd 
by the Phyſitians, and the, Corporation. 


* — — 
” . 
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Cznar. II. 


. | General Rules to be obſerv'd relating to the 
| HosyrlTAL. 


they are to be taught to ſay their Prayers, as ſoon 
Nas they are up, and before they go to Bed. Be- 
ſides this, the Chaplain ſhall read Prayers twice a Day, and 
ö make uſe of thoſe Opportunities to recommend their bein 
' mindful of their Morals, their Duty to the King and Magil- 
| trates, and their conſtant Attendance upon divine Service. The 
Chaplain muſt alſo preach once every Sunday, and once a Month 
| give the Sacrament to ſuch as are fit to receive. When any 
| 


1. \ L L the Poor ſhall riſe, and go to Bed at a ſet Hour, and 


Poor are firſt admitted into the Hoſpital, they muſt be in- 
ſtructed Morning and Evening in their Prayers, which may be 
done by ſome of the other Poor; and the Chaplain ſhall take 


| Care co ſee that this be done, and ſhall give ſome ſmall Grati- 
| fication to thoſe who ſhall take that Trouble upon them. 


2. No 
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2. No Body ſhall be allow'd to remain idle in the Hoſpi- 
tal, but ſhall be doing the Task affign'd them with all poſ- 


ſible Diligence and Care. 


3. When any of the Poor have Leave to go out, they muſt 
return back within the Time preſcrib'd them : And they muſt 
all be in the Hoſpital, and in their own Room before Night. 


4. They muſt all eat together in the Refeftory and no where 


elſe, and no Body ſhall be allow'd to ſmoak. 


5. When any Strangers ſhall ceme to ſee the Hoſpital, the 
Poor ſhall neither ask, nor receive the leaſt Thing of them; 
but if there be any that are willing to beſtow their Charity, 


they ſhall be defired to throw it into 


in the Hoſpital. 


the publick Box ſet up 


6. No Poor whatſoever ſhall be admitted into the Hoſpital, 
or quit it, or be diſmiſs'd, without an Order from the Car- 


poration. 


C un av. 


How, and which Way the PO OR are to employ 


IV. 


their Time. 


tance for the good Order of the Hoſpital in gene- 


1.P | HERE is nothing that can be of greater Impor- 


ral, and for the Benefit of the Poor in particular, 

than preventing Idleneſs: For which Reaſon, it is neceſſary to 
keep them employ'd every Hour of the Day, either in ſpiri- 
tual or bodily Exerciſes. « There muſt for that Pur poſe be made 
a Regulation for all the Hours in the Day, which muſt be 
written in a large Letter, and affixd in every Room of the 
Hoſpital, that it may be punQually obſerv'd. The Steward, or 
ſome Deputy in his Stead ſhall go from Time to Time thro? 
© the Apartments, to ſee whether the Regulation is comply'd. 
with. Every Hoſpital may have a particular Regulation for 
the Work-days, and for the Holy-days, ſuch as the Corpora- 
tion ſhall think fit to appoint. But when once any Regula- 


2 


tion is ſix d upon, it muft be pun&ually comply'd with, with- 


Out: 
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aut the leaſt Alteration, unleſs by Conſent of the Corporation. 
And as much as is poſlible, the following Regulation ſhal] be 


taken as a Model. 


For the WoRK DA xs. 


In Summer the Bell ſhall ring for riſing at Five a Clock, 
and Half an Hour aiter the Steward ſhall go into the Men's 
Apartment, and the Houſe-keeper into the Women's, to lee if 
every Body is up. The Poor ſhall ſpend their Time *till Six 
in ſaying their private Prayers. | 

At Six the Chaplain ſhall order the Bell to ring for publick 
Prayers, which the Poor ſhall hear with Decency and Atten- 
tion: Afterwards they muſt all go to Break-faſt till Seven. 

From Seven till Ten they ſhall all be ſet at Work, every 
Perſon according to his Strength and Ahility. 

During the Time of Working, every One is to keep Silence, 
and from Eight to Nine ſome ſpiritual Lecture may be read, 
and the old People ſhall teach the young Children their Prayers, 
and make them repeat their Catechiſm. $33 

As Reading and Writing may be of very great Help to the 
Poor in getting their Living, if the Corporation thinks it pro- 
per, there ſhall be two Hours appointed in the Day, one in 
the Morning, and the other in the Afternoon, to teach the 
young Children to read and write, for which Purpoſe a Maſter 


ſhall be taken for the Boys, and a Miftrefs for the Girls. 


At Ten the Bell ſhall ring, upon which every one ſhall leave 
his Work, and prepare for their Dinner: And as it would 
create a Confuſion, if they were all to waſh their Hands.in the 
Refectory, they muſt go into their reſpective Apartments, where 
Water and Napkins ſhall be prepar'd for that Purpoſe. 

After the Bell has rung a ſecond Time, they muſt go two 
by two to. their Places at Table : Afterwards the Chaplain ſhall 
ſay Grace, and order ſome ſpiritual Lecture to be read during 
the Time they are at Dinner: And when that is over, he ſhal} 
ſay Grace again. 

After Dinner, the Poor ſhall have ſome little Time allow'd 
them for Recreation. Afterwards, they ſhall return to their 
Work, and muſt not leave off till Seven, 

At Seven the Bell ſhall ring for Supper, and the ſame Order 
ſhall be obſerv'd for Supper, as has been preſcrib'd for Dinner. 

After Supper they ſhall be allow'd a Reſpite "till Nine. 

At Nine the Bel} ſhall ring for Prayers; and when they are 
over, the Poor ſhall go out two by two from Chappel to their 
Apartments: About half an Hour after, the Steward ſhall go 
thro' the Men's Apartments, and the Houſe-keeper thro' the 

| Women's, 
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Women's, to ſee if every one is a Bed, and filent, and if all the 
Candles are out, excepting a Lamp which muſt be burning all 
Night in each Apartment. 


For SUNDAYS and HOLY-DAYS, 


From Five to Seven they ſhall riſe, and go to Prayers, as 
they do on Work-days. | 

They muſt all repair to the Chappel, or ſome neighbouring 
Church to hear a Sermon on the Lord's Day, and ſome Hour 
of the Day muſt be ſet apart for Catechiſing the Poor. The 
elderly may be allow'd to converſe among themſelves, or with 
ſuch of their Friends, as ſhall come in to ſee them with 
the Conſent of ſome of the Officers; but the Poor ſhall not be 
ſufter*d to go out of their Apartment. 

If the Hoſpital has no Garden, the Poor ſhall be allow'd to 
take a Walk on Sundays and Holy-days, for a little freſh Air. 
+ In Winter the Poor ſhall rife a little before Day, and their 
Hours for Working, Eating, & c. ſhall be order'd according to 
the Seaſon. 


A Catalogue of the Regiſters, or Books neceſſary to be 
kept for the good Adminiſtration of General Hoſpitals 
fe or The P O OK. 


The Book of Reſolutions. This Book ought to contain firft 
of all, the Patent of Foundation of the general Hoſpital, ſub- 
ſcrib'd by all the Directors; as alſo all the Reſolutions taken 
by the Corporation. This Book muſt be kept at the uſual 
Meeting-Place, in ſome Cheſt, the Key of which ſhall remain 
in the Secretary's Hands. 

A Book for the Poor, who apply for Admittance into the 
Hoſpital, or for ſome Relief abroad: And this Book muſt be 
kept in the Manner preſcrib'd by the Rules for the Secretary, 
and is to remain in his Hands. 

A Book for the Treaſurer in one Volume, or divided into 
ſeveral, which muſt contain both the Income and Expence of 
the Hoſpital. One of thoſe Books Mall ferve only for the lu- 
come in Money, another for the Income in Corn and other 

Stores: A third for the Expence likewiſe in Money, and a 
fourth for what is iſſued out in Corn and other Proviſions, 
The Treaſurer, who is to keep thoſe Books, muſt ſum up every 
Page, and bring it over to the following Sheet, to the End 
that at firſt Sight the Directors may know how the Affairs of 
hte Hoſpital ſtand, - and whenever the Treaſurer gives up his 
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Accompts, Notice ſhall be taken among the Deliberations of 
that Day, of the Sum he ſhall either- ſtand Creditor, or Debtor 
of to the Poor. | 

The Book of Viſitors is to contain all the Viſitations that 
ſhall be made by the Viſitors in the Manner preſerib'd, and is 
to be kept by the Steward, whoſe Buſineſs it is, to ſee that 
all that has been order'd by the Viſitors, ſhould be put in 
Execution. 

A Book for the daily Income and Expence, which muſt re- 
main in the Hands of the weekly Superviſor, and is to contain 
all that he receives and lays out Day by Day; and as he is 
to receive no Money but from the Treaſurer, he might have 
two ſeparate Books, one for all that comes into his Hands, and 
the other for all that is laid out, which muſt both be examin'd 
every Week by a Committee appointed for that Purpoſe. 

The Book of Proviſions, is to be kept by the weekly Su- 
perviſor, who is to ſet down on one Side all the Proviſions he 
receives, and on the other, all that he gives out to the infe- 
rior Officers. 

A Book for the Bread diftriduted in the Hoſpital : This Book 
is of the utmoſt Conſequence, and is to be kept by the Steward, 
who ſhall ſet down the Quantity of Bread that ſhall be con- 
fum'd Day by Day in the 1 with the Number of Poor, 
who were preſent; and theſe Accompts are to be examin'd and 
approv'd every Week by the Committee above-mention'd. 

Another Book for the Bread, diſtributed to the outward Poor, 
which is to be kept one of the Diftributers of the Bread, 
who is to record Week by Week the Number of all the Poor, to 
whom the Bread was diſtributed, or at leaſt a ſummary Ac- 
count of the Quantity that was given away. 

A Book for the Accomptant, which is to be kept by him 
in 1 Manner ſet forth in the Rules to be obſerv'd by that 
Officer. 


A Book for the caſual Alms, which is to remain in the Hands 
of the Steward. 


A Book of the Poor of the Hoſpital, admitted, or diſmiſs'd, 


which is to be kept by the weekly Superviſor, who ſhall leave 
the Space of three Fingers from one Article to the other, that 
he may add what becomes of each Poor. 


A Book for the Work both of the Men, and Boys, which is 
to be kept by the Steward, and often perus'd by the Deputy 


of the Works. 


A Book for the Work of the Women and Girls, which is to 
remain in the Hends either of the Steward, or of the Miſtreſs 


of the Works, and ought to be often perus'd by the Steward, 
and the Deputy for the Works. 


A Book 
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A Book containing an Inventory of all the Houſehold-Goods, 
which is to be kept by the Steward, who has all thoſe Goods 
in his Keeping. | 

A Book containing all Deeds, Grants, and Donations, in Fa- 
vour of the Hoſpital, which is to be kept by the Attorney 
belonging to the Hoſpital, but the Originals ſhall be kept up in 
the Archive. | 

A Book containing all the Priſoners which muſt be kept ac- 
cording to the Rules preſcrib'd by the Goal-Keeper, and. be 
laid before the Committee appointed to examine the Accompts, 
whenever the Steward gives up his. 

A Book containing the Names of all Benefactors, which is to 
remain in the Steward's Hands, but the Original is to be 
lock'd up in the Archive. 

A Book containing all the Burials the Poor ſhall be invited 
to, with the Sums that ſhall be left them on thoſe Occaſions, 
which Book may be kept either by the Chaplain, or the 


Steward. 


End of the Second Part. 
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PART. III. 
InsTrructions and RorzEs to be 
obſerv'd in Eſtabliſhing Charitable 
Corporations in thoſe Towns and 
Boroughs, that have no General 
Hoſpitals for the Poor. 


ES» 
1he Definition of a Charitable Corporation, and how 
it differs from a General Hos HIT AI. 


| Charitable Corporation is a Company of ſeveral of the 

principal Inhabitants of any Town or Borough, eretted 

with a View of Supprefling Beggary, and Separating the 
truly Neceſſitous from thoſe that are only ſo in Appearance, 
and giving them Relief both ſpiritual and temporal. It differs 
from a General Hoſpital, which ſhuts up, and maintains in a 
particular Houſe, one Part of the Poor of a City, and relieves 
in their own Habitations the other Part that is not ſhut up; 
whereas a charitable Corporation does not eonfine the Poor to 
any particular Place, but only affords them with Order and 
Oeconomy, as much as is ſufficient to prevent their being ob- 
lig'd to begg. 
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Cnay. II. 


The Neceſſity of Eſtabliſhing Charitable Corporations 
in thoſe Towns and Boroughs, wherein General 
Hoſpitals cannot be erected. 


1. F I H E General Hoſpitals, though newer ſo many, 
being limited. only to the Poor of the Cities they 


are founded in, cannot take upon them to relieve 
the Poor of the neighbouring Towns or Hamlets, who generally 
are the moſt Neceſſitous. 


2. There are ſeveral Provinces or Counties, in which no Gene- 
ral Hoſpital can be eſtabliſh'd, for Want of a City conſiderable 
enough for ſuch a Foundation. | 


3. The Poor belonging to thoſe Cities, or Boroughs, which 
can have no General Hoſpitals, being, for the moſt Part, re- 
duced to the utmoſt Extremity, and being no longer at Liberty 
to repair to thoſe Cities, where publick Hoſpitals are erected, 
would infallibly periſh for Want of Supplies, unleſs ſome Re- 
medy were found to provide for their Neceſſities, in thoſe very 
Towns or Boroughs they belong to. 


| Cnar III. 

Ways and Means of Eſtabliſhing Charitable Cor pora- 
trons, "with an Account of thoſe Perſons, who 
ought to compoſe them. 


N order to eftabliſh a Charitable Corporation, the Biſhop, or 
1 chief Dignitary of the Town, the Governor, or chief Ma- 
giſtrate there, ought to meet in the principal Church with 

the whole Body of Inhabitants, there to hear ſome Sermon 
upon the Neceſſity and Importance of ſuch a Foundation, and 
the great Advantages both ſpiritual and temporal they all would 
reap by ſuch an Eftabliſhment. After Sermon, they ſhould all 
* | proceed 
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proceed to the Nomination of the Deputies, who are of two 
Sorts; ſome by Virtue of their Dignity, and Offize, and theſe 
are perpetual; others muſt come in by way of Election, and 
theſe ought to be remov'd every Year, with this Reſtriction, 
that it ſhall be in the Corporation's Power to continue all or ſuch 
only as they ſhall think proper. The Deputies by Virtue of 
their Office, are generally among the Clergy, the Biſhop, or his 
Vicar, the Rector, and when there are ſeveral Pariſhes, 


all the Rettors round in their Turns every Year; and among 


the Laity, the Governor, the Mayor, and chief Magiſtrates of 
the Town, The Deputies by Election, muſt be cholen by the 
Corporation from among the whole Body of Inhabitants; and 
Care muſt be taken to chuſe honeſt and ſober Men, zealous 
for the Poor, and in ſuch Circumſtances, as will allow them 
to attend without any Detriment to their own Affairs. The 
Number of theſe Deputies muſt be more or leſs, according to 
the Number of Inhabitants; as for Inſtance, where the Com- 
municants come up to 7 or $00, eight or ten Deputies will 
be ſufficient, and fo proportionably more or leſs muſt be cho- 
2 according as the Communicants are more or leſs in Num- 
ber. 

After the Corporation has been form'd by an authentick Ac 


ſubſorib'd by the principal Inhabitants of the Town, the ſeve- 
ral Offices which relate to the Relief and Maintenance of the 


Poor, are to be diſtributed among the Deputies, every Man 
having one or more of theſe Offices conferr'd on him according 
to his Capacity. The ſeveral Officers are | 

A Secretary, who in a Book deſign'd for that Purpoſe, is to 
write down all the Reſolutions taken by the Corporation ; and 
in another Book all the Families, that apply for Relief; His 
Buſineſs is to propoſe them to the Corporation in order to their 
being examin'd, and to take a particular Account of what ſhall 


be reſolv'd by the Plurality of Votes. 


A Treaſurer, who is to keep an Account of all the Alms he 


Mall receive for the Poor, and to take Care never to receive 


any Thing, but what ſhall be ſubſcrib'd in the Book by the 
Perſon that brings it : As alſo never to give away any Thing 
whatſoever, without an Order from the Corporation, to whom 
he ſhall give up his Accompts once every three Months. 

A Diſtributer of the Bread, whoſe Buſineſs it muſt be to 
provide the neceflary Quantity for every Week. The Diſtri- 
bution muſt be made every Sunday at the Door of the Church, 
or at any other publick Place, to thoſe Poor, of whom he 
Mall have a Lift from the Corporation. This Diſtribution muſt 
not be made till after. divine Service, and after a ſtrict Enquiry 
of their Behaviour; and all thoſe ſhall be excluded, who with- 
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out ſome good Excuſe neglect Coming to publick Service, or 
lead a diſorderly Life. 


A Deputy for the poor Paſſengers, who apply for Relief, 
whoſe Buſineſs is to examine them, and to give them what is 
calld Paſſage-Money, when he finds they delerve it; or orders 
them to be taken up, and ſent to Priſon, if he has Reaſon to 
ſuſpe& they are Vagabonds. 


A Deputy for the ſick Poor, who is to examine their Wants, 
and to order them ſome Relief accordingly. | 

A Deputy for the Poor, that are aſham'd to begg, who is 
privately to enquire into their Condition, and to ſupply them 
with what he ſhall think proper, in Juſtice and Conſcience. 

An Advocate, or Attorney, who is to have the Management 
of all the Affairs of the Corporation, to recover all Legacies and 
Donations made to the Poor, and to defend their Rights on 
all Occaſions, whenever any Injuſtice is intended them. 5 

A Groom of the Wardrobe, who is to take Care of all the 
Goods for the Uſe of the Poor, and to give or lend them to 
whom the Corporation ſhall think proper. = 

In every Place the Corporation may name other Deputies, 
and Officers if they ſhould want them, and they are all to con- 
form, in the Diſcharge of their Office, to the Regulations and 
Orders that ſhall be printed with the Approbation of their Su- 
periors. In large Pariſhes, the Corporation ſhall meet once 
a Week, aud in the ſmall Ones, but once a Fortnight. They 
muſt all go to the uſual Place of Meeting without Diſtinction, 
or any Manner of Precedency among them. All Reſolutions 
muſt be taken by the Plurality of Votes, and the Number of 
Deputies that ſhall be requiſite for any Reſolution, muſt be de- 
termin'd by the Corporation. | — 

In order to prevent Begging in any Place, a Guard muſt b& 
eſtabliſh'd and protected by the Corporation, whoſe Buſineſs it 
ſhall be to ſtop all poor Paſſengers, and bring them before the 
Deputy who is to examine them. Theſe Guards muſt alſo be 


ready, at all Times, to obey the Orders they ſhall receive from 
the Corporation. 


N. B. All the Deputies or Officers aforeſaid are to follow, in the 
Diſcharge of their Office, the ſame Inſtruttions and Rules mutatis mu- 


tandis as have been ſet forth at large in the 2d Part, in relation te 
every Deputy or Officer in particular. 
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 Caneerning the ſeveral Branches of the Income of 
85 Charitable Corporation s. 


H E firſt Branch conſiſts in thoſe particular Rents that 
are aflign'd for the Poor in almoſt every Pariſh. And 


theſe Rents, which before were mifapply'd, or ſquan- 
der'd away, will now be manag'd and diſpens'd with. Care and 
Oeconomy to the truly Neceſſitous, after they ſhall have been 
examin'd by the Corporation. | 

The ſecond Branch conſiſts in thoſe Collections that ſhall be 
made on Surdays and Holy-days at the Doors of the Churches, 
aud which ſhall be depoſited with the Treaſurer. 

The third Branch conſiſts in thoſe Collections, which the 
Deputies thai! order from Time to Time to be made at every 
grooms Houſe, as alſo in the Country during Harveſt ; this 

ranch will increaſe conſiderably as ſoon as the Inhabitants ſhall 
find they are no longer troubled with the Importunities of the 
Poor, 

The fourth Branch conſiſts in thoſt Donations that ſhall be 
made by the Living, and the Legacies that ſhall be left by 
dying People, who ſhall be ſatisfied that what they ſhall leave - 
to the Poor, will be honeftly and faithfully manag'd. 

The fifth and laſt Branch conſiſts in the Work of the Poor, 
who, quitting their idle Way of living, are ſet to Work by the 
Corporation, and ſpend that Time uſefully, they loſt before loi- 
tering in the Streets, from one Door to another. 


» 
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„ 
An Account of the general Corporation, which is to 
be erected in every Neoceſs, for the Maintenance =" 
and well Ordering of. the particular Corporations of 


every Pariſh. 


; FT ER a Charitabie Corporation has been eſtabliſh'd in 
A every Pariſh belonging to any Lioceſs, the Biſhop ought 

in the City of his Reſidence to eſtabliſh a General Cor- 
poration, which ſhould have a Superintendency over all the 
particular Corporations of that Dioceſs. roofs 
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This Gereral Corporation ſhall be compos'd of that Number 
of Members, which ſhall be thought neceſſary ; and they are 
to meet regularly once a Month, and oftner, if Occaſion ſhould be. 
When it happens any Dioceſs is of a great Extent, it thoud be 
divided into ſeveral Diſtricts, or Secretary-ſhips, to which the 
particular Corporations comprehended in thoſe Diſtricts, ſhould 
direct the Letters they write to the general Corporation. Up- 
on, which, the Secretaries belonging to theſe Diſtricts, ſhall ac- 
quaint the general Corporation upon their firſt Meeting with 
the Contents of theſe Letters, aud receive the neceſſary Inſtruc- 
tions for the Anſwers they are to make. Every particular 
Corporation ſhould write once in ſix Months, and give an Ac- 
count of its Condition to the general Corporation, relating to, 
the following Heads. | 


1. If the Corporation has always. met on the Days appointed. 
by the Regulations, and- if their Reſolutions: have- been care- 
fully taken down, and duly ſublcrib'd. 

2. If the Treaſurer has regularly given up his Accompts to- 
the Corporation once every fix Months. 

3. What may have been the Sum total of all that was ga- 
ther'd for the laſt half Year, either in Money, Corn, or other 
Things of this Nature. | 

4. What may have been the Sum total of all that was laid 
eut in that Time in Money, Corn, Cc. 

5 What Stock may remain in the Hands of the Treaſurer. 

6. How much may be due to the Poor, or to the Treaſurer 
upon their Account. | | | 

7. If the Collections have been made at the Church-Door on 
Sundays and. Holy-days, and what 1 amounted to. 

8. If the monthly Gatherings: have been made on the Days 
appointed by the Corporation, and how much they may have 
roduc'd. . 

9. If all the Alms that may have been gather'd in thoſe 
Collections, have been depoſited into the Hands of the Treaſue 
rer, ard if the Treaſurer has taken Care to get thoſe that 
brought them in to ſubſcribe each Article in his Book. | 

10. The Number of Families that have been reliev'd for the 
laſt fix Months. 

11. If thoſe Families have been regiſter'd. by the Secretary, 
according to the printed Regulations. ; | : 
12. If the Diſtribution of the Alms has always been in 
Bread. | Bi & 5 

13. If before Diſtribution, divine Service has always been 
pertorm'd. ori: 2 
| I4-+l£: 
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14. If the Paſſengers have been duly examin'd, and by what 


Means the Vagrants have been diſmiſs'd. 


15. Whether Begging has been effectually prevented in the 
Parith. 


16. If the Corporation has any Lands or Tenements, what 
Care has been taken of them. | 

17. If the Corporation has any Guards, whether they do their 
Duty, if they are decently cloth'd, if any Inſults have been 
offer d them, and if they are protected on all Occaſions, 

18. The Number of ſick Poor that have been reliev'd for the 
laſt half Year, and what that Expence may have amounted 
tO. | 
19. If Medicines are duly diſtributed to the Sick, and with 
what Succeſs. | | 

20. Who thoſe are among the Directors that have been the 
moſt punctual at all their Meetings, and the moſt zealous for 
maintaining the Corporation. 

21. What it is the general Corporation can do for ſupport- 
ing or bringing to Perfection. any particular Corporation. 


When the general Corporation is inform'd, that any parti- 
cular One is under Difficulties, either by the Fault of the De- 
puties, or for Want of Supplies, they ought to provide for its 
Subſiſtance, by ſome extraordinary Contribution, or ſuch other 
Means as they ſhall think proper. | 


—_— 
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The Advantages which accrue both to Church and 
State, by Eſtabliſhments of this Nature. 


T H E firſt Advantage is, that the Poor, who generally 


have no Sort of Education, and ſeldom any Senſe at 

all of Religion, are by the Means of theſe Founda- 

tions brought up in the Fear of God, and in the Duty and 

Submiſſion they owe to their Superiors, ſince none are re- 
liev'd, but ſuch as behave as good Chriſtians ought to do. 

The ſecond Advantage is, that by this Means, the State is 

free'd of a vaſt Number of Vagrants, and Profligates, who are 

the Occaſion of a thouſand Diſorders, and are always ready to 


commit any Miſchief whatſoever. 


The 
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The third Advantage is, that by a moderate Computation, 
it has been obſerv'd, there is never a Pariſh one with another, 
in which there do not die in a Year two Perſons at leaſt thro” 
meer Want; and conſequently in a State which ſhall contain 
ten thouſand Pariſhes, twenty Thouſand ſhall die thro' Want 
in a Year: Whereas by theſe Foundations this Loſs is pre- 
vented, and ſo many Subjects are preſerv'd to the State, who 
make in Time good Artificers for the City, Servants for Fa- 
milies, and Labourers for the Country. 

The fourth Advantage is, that by theſe charitable Corpora- 
tions, the Poor being reduc'd to thoſe only that are truly Ne- 
ceſſitous, their Number is thereby diminiſh'd by one Half, and 
conſequently it will be much eaſier for the Pariſhes to ſupply 
them with their neceſſary Suſtinence. By Reaſon that if here- 
tofore there has been enough to feed all the Poor without any 
Diſtinction, ſo much the mere will there be a Sufficiency now to 
maintain the truly Neceſſitous only, when once they are ſe- 
parated from the Vagrants and ſturdy Beggars. 

The fifth Advantage derives from the Diligence that is us'd 

the charitable Corporations, not only to {et the Poor at 
Work, but allo to ſeek out with the utmoſt Induſtry how to 
increaſe their Stock, how to preſerve it, and how to hinder 
its being ſquander'd away. And it is to be hop'd, divine Pro- 
vidence will ſo far bleſs their Endeavours, that a ſufficient 
Quantity of Alms will never fail in any of the particular Cor- 
Porations, or that the general Corporations will always be able 
to ſupply the ſmall Ones with proper Neceſſaries upon all 
Occaſions. 


End of the Third Part. 


AN 


ANSWER 


To ſome of the moſt material Objections, that 
are uſually made againſt the Eſtabliſhment of 
General Hoſpitals for the PO OR. 


I. Obj. LO R the only Reaſon of a Man's being poor, he ought not 
F to be deprivd of his Liberty, and 4 againſt his Will 
in an Hoſpital. 

Anſw. Whoever makes this Objection, ſhews he has a wrong 
Notion of a publick Hoſpital, which is far from being a Pri- 
ſon, wherein the Poor are detain'd againſt their Will, and are 
depriv'd of their Liberty. No Poor are receiv'd into the Hoſ- 
Pita), but ſuch as are willing to go to it, and think themſelves 

appy, when they can obtain that Favour. And becauſe it 
has -been ſaid, that when once any Poor have been admitted 
into the Hoſpital, they have not been allow'd to quit it when 
they pleas'd, it is proper to give ſome Account of the Man- 
ner that is us'd in thoſe Occaſions. If the Poor are Foreigners, 
and are willing to return to their own Country, far from de- 
Tying their Requeſt, the Corporation ſupplies them with all 
Neceſſar ies, giving a Guide to the blind, and Carriages for the 
lame and diſabled. As for thoſe who are Natives of the Town, 
or have made long Abode in it, Enquiry is made, whether the 
Perſon that deſires to quit the Hoſpital, is in a Condition of 
getting a Livelihood of himſelf, or has any Body that otters to 

eep him, giving ſufficient Security, that he ſhall never begg; 
upon theſe Terms there are none of the Poor but may obtain 
Leave to quit the Hoſpital. But if the Perſoa proves uot to be 
in a Condition of getting a Livelihood, or can find no Body that 
will keep him, then his Requeſt is denied, as prejudicial to 
himſelf; and all Endeavours are us'd to make him {ſenſible of 
his Advantage, and to induce him to remain of his own Accord. 


II. Obj. 
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II. Obj. It is 4 barbarous Thing to ſend a poor Man to Priſon, for 
n other Reaſon than begging a little Charity. 

Anſw. It is ſomewhat ſtill more ftrange and unaccountable to 
ſee a Multitude of Vagabonds and ſturdy Beggars, taking their 
Rounds from Morning till Night,from one Church to another, and 
thro? all the Streets of a City, tormenting every one they meet, 
in order to ſnatch from them, as it were by Force, a Supply 
which is generally employ'd in a moſt profligate Manner. If 
it was poſlible to put a Stop to this Abuſe without ſo great a 
Severity, it would be a cruel Thing not to make uſe of ſofter 
Means ; but this Sort of People is of all the moſt obſtinate, 
and grown incorrigible by the licentious Way of Living they 
have been ſo long accuſtom'd. to. Thoſe Poor that begg after 
having had their weekly Supply, muſt either do it, by Reaſon 
of their intolerable Obſtinacy, or in order to indulge their vi- 
cious Inclinations, for which Reaſons they deſerve to be ſent 


to Priſon, and to be ſeverely puniſh'd. 


III. Obj. When once Begging is prohibited, there will be many who 
not . wherewithal to live upon, will be apt to fall into ill 
Courſes. | | 

Anſw. It would be a great Misfortune, if ſo profitable an 
Eftabliſhment ſhould give the leaſt Occaſien of doing an ill 
Action, ſince the End of theſe Foundations is chiefly to pre- 
vent the Abominations Beggary is infallibly attended with. But 
in Anſwer to the Objeftion, 


Firft, Thoſe that mall have the Misfortune of falling into ill 
Courſes, muſt do it by a Depravity in their Nature, and not 
by any Want of Supphes, which are always beſtow'd on thoſe 
who make proper Application, and are found to deſerve them, 


Secondly, Theſe Hoſpitals will prevent a great Number of Diſor- 


ders, by providing for a vaſt Number of young Children of 


both Sexes, who would have been in great Danger of loſing 
both their Souls and Bodies, if they had been left to them- 


| ſelves; but will now be educated in the Fear of God, and 


taught ſame Trade, which will give them a Means of getting a 
Livelihood. | | 


Thirdly, Tho? there might be a few, who from a Prohibition 


of Begging, might be indue*'d to commit ſome ill Action, ftill 
this DE — is not to be compar'd with the Miſchiefs daily 
committed by the Poor, or with the Advantage which will ac- 


crue to the Publick, when they are employ'd in ſome profi- 
table Buſineſs. | 


Q IV. Obj. 
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IV. Obj. The Poor by their Preſence, their Lamentations, and their 
Tears, were better able to move our Compaſſion, than they will be, 
when their miſerable Condition is no longer ſeen by us. EY 

Anſw. This Objection ſhews, that when you give your Charity, 
you are mov'd by ſenſible Objects, and that you do not regard 
purely our Saviour, and the ſupernatural Motives of our holy 
Faith : But it happens that all are not of your Temper, upon 
28 nothing beſides Tears and Lamentations can have any 

It is true, the Miſery of the Poor will no longer be ſeen, but 
the Preſence and Diligence of zealous Collectors, who from 
Time to Time will call upon you, will ſufficiently move and - 
excite your Compaſſion, eſpecially if theſe Collectors are known 
to be Men of Virtue and Merit. 

V. Obj. What Harm is it to give Charity to publick Beggars, who 
have mo Allowance from the Hoſpital ? | 

Anſw. Thoſe that give any Charity to the Poor, who con- 
tinue to begg, notwithſtanding the Eſtabliſhment of an Hoſpi- 
tal, or a charitable Corporation, are the Occaſion of not one 
only, but of ſeveral Miſchiefs, and of worſe Conſequence than 
they imagine. Etats 
Ihe firſt Miſchief is, that ſuch Alms as theſe lay a Burthen 
upon the Conſcience of thoſe that beftow them. The ſecond is, 
that they are extreamly prejudicial to the Beggar that receives 
them. The third is, that Charity beſtow'd in that Manner, 
occaſions a conſiderable Damage to a whole City. The fourth 
is, that it proves of the utmoſt Prejudice to a publick Hoſpi- 
tal, and to all the Poor that are maintain'd by it. 

The firſt Reaſon is, that thoſe Alms lay a Burthen upon the 

Conſcience of all that beſtow them, which will appear from the 
following Conſideration. 
We are all oblig'd in Conſcience to obey all Orders from our 
Superiors, eſpecially when thoſe Orders are reaſonable, and tend 
to the publick Good. This Propoſition is undeniable, and is 
grounded upon the Authority of St. Paul, who in his Epiſtle to 
the Epheſians, exhorts us to obey our temporal Superiors, as Jeſus 
Chriſt himſelf. | 

Now it is plain, that when any publick Hoſpital is erected, 
the Government forbids the Poor to begg, and the Subjects to 
give them any Charity, and that this Order is reaſonable, and 
tends to the publick Good. To be convinc'd of it, we need 
only look over the Edicts of ſeveral Kings of France, particu- 
larly thoſe of Charles the IX, Henry the III, and Lewis the XIV, 
which prohibit Begging in all thoſe Towns in their Dominions, 
wherein general Hoſpitals are erected. But it may ſuffice us to 
know, that the ſame Orders have been formerly publiſh'd in 


this 
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this City by our Sovereigns, and now have been renew'd under 
ſevere Penalties by His Majeſty, as may be ſeen by the Edict 
ſet forth in the firſt Part of this Book. 

It is no leſs evident, that this Prohibition is both reaſonable 
and neceſſary, and that it tends to the publick Good, ſince it 
is meant to baniſh Beggary, which is the Occaſion of number. 
leſs Diſorders, as alſo to prevent Sloath, Idleneſs, and other 
Miſchiefs which common Beggars are too apt to commit; and 
finally to free a City from their intolerable Importunities in 
the Streets, at Churches, and at every private Houſe. 

Therefore, we are obliged in Conſcience to obey thoſe Or- 
ders, and thoſe Perſons, who tranſgreſs them by their unſea- 
ſonable Alms, do an evil Thing, and load their Conſcience. 
The Poor are highly guilty, who have the Aſſurance to begg, 
notwithſtanding the Prohibition of their Shel, which 1s 
entirely calculated for their Benefit, and the publick Good. : 
And thoſe alſo are no leſs to blame, who give them their Cha- 
rity, countenancing thereby the Diſobedience of the Poor, and 
becoming the Accomplices of their licentious Way of Living, 
their Indevotion, their Impiety, Blaſphemies, Drunkenneſs, Lewd- 
neſs, Quarrels, Thefts, and all the other Crimes peculiar to 
this Sort of People. There is no Man of Senſe, but muſt ſea 
the Conſequence, and deplore the Ignorance and Raſhneſs of 
thoſe, who by giving away their Charity in this Manner, charge 
their Conſcience with other People's Sins, not conſidering. that 
their Alms do not relieve the Neceflities, but on the contrary 
foment the Licentiouſneſs of the pretended Poor. 

The ſecond Reaſon, viz. that ſuch Alms are prejudicial to 
the Poor, that receive them, is no leſs palpable. Inaſmuch as 
the Perſon that beggs, notwithſtanding the Prohibition, is ei- 
ther truly poor, or feigns to be ſo. If he is a Cheat, the 
Charity he receives is a Theft; the Intention of the Perſon that 
beſtows it, being to diſpenſe it to one truly in Want, fince ſuch 
is the Nature of Charity, which otherwiſe could not be calPd 
by that Name. Therefore the Cheat, who takes this Charity 
_ againſt the Intention of the Perſon who beſtows it, commits. a 
Robbery ; Robbing according to all Civilians, being nothing 
more than diſpoſing of other People's Property againſt their 
Will; Rei aliene Contrectatio inuito Domino. 2 

But if the Perſon that beggs ſhould really be in Want, the 
Corporation, which is compos'd of zealous, charitable, and dili- 
gent Perſons, will examine his Condition, and accordingly ſup- 
ply him with ſufficient Means to keep him from Begging ; 
but withal will oblige him to repair to Church on every 
Lord's Day, to ſay his Catechiſm, and learn his Prayers, &. 
Now is not this doing. a great Prejudice to the Poor, ag 
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by your unſeaſonable Alms you hinder frem ſubmitting to a 
Regulation ſo well cortiiv'd both for their ſpiritual and tem- 
poral Advantage? | | | 
To be convinc'd of the Truth of the third Reaſon viz. the 
Prejudice, which this occaſions to a whole City, we need only 
conſider, that when the Government has clear'd a City of all 
its Beggars, it any of the Inhebitants thro” a miſtaken Com paſ- 
ſion thoutd beſtow his Charity to any poor Body, who ſhould 


| have the Atfurance to begg, this Beggar finding that he has made 


a Shift to get what he wiſh'd for, is encourag'd to continue 
this Practice, and will begg not only of the ſame Perſon, but of 
others alſo, who either thro' the Importunity of the Beggar, 
or by the Example given, will likewiſe beſtow ſome of their 
Charity. And thus by the Succefs of this firſt Beggar, other 
poor People are induc'd to try their Fortunes, by which Means 
m a ſhort Time a City will be filfd again with Beggars, and 
conſequently the ſame Diſorders muſt enſue, and all the Pairs 
that a City has been at, in Eſtabliſhing an Hoſpital become 
ineffectual. 

Finally, the fourth Reaſon grounded upon the Prejudice done 
thereby to a General Hoſpital, and all the Poor that are main- 
tain'd by it, is of the utmoſt Evidence. In the farſt Place, Be- 
cauſe thoſe Alms the Beggars receive, notwithſtanding the Pro- 
clamation, which prohibits Begging, belong to the Hoſpital, 
and the Poor maintain'd m it. Secondly, Becauſe thoſe Alms 
occaſion the Inhabitants, who find they are ſtill troubled with 
publick Beggars, to complain of the Direttors of the Hoſpital, 
as if they did not keep their Promiſe of freeiug the City of 
this publick Nufance, ( upon which Condition only they have 
beſtow'd fuch conſiderable Alms upon the Poor of the Hoſpital) 
notwithſtanding all the Pains the Members of the Corporation 
may have been at to put a Stop to theſe Diſorders. In the 
third Place, Becauſe when the Inhabitants have given their Cha- 
rity to theſe infolent Beggars, to get rid of their Importunity, 
they have nothing to give to the Colleftors of the Hoſpital, 
which has nothing to ſubſiſt upon, but thoſe caſual Alms, which 
are from Time to Time gather'd among thoſe Inhabitants, who 
declare they cannot give at their Doors, and to the Hoſpital 
both. From whence it follows, that the Corporation not ha- 
ving wherewithal to maintain their Poor, is forc'd to abandon 
them, that is, to expoſe to eminent Danger of being ruin'd a 
great Number of young Women, who before were brought up 
in the Service of God, and were employ'd at Work; not to 
mention ſeveral poor Orphans, old and young People, and Num- 
bers of crippled and diſabled, who thereby will neither have 
2ny Education, or Maintenance. And all this Miſchief proceeds 


from 
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from a miſtaken Compaſſion in a few Bigots, who will be ſo. 
obftinate as to give their Charity to publick Beggars, notwith- 
ſtanding the Orders iſſued out to the contrary. By which may 
be ſeen, how true what was ſaid in the Beginning of this 
Anſwer proves to be, that thoſe who give theſe unſeaſonable 
Alms, do more Miſchief than they imagine. | g 

Therefore to ſumm up in a few Words, all that has been 
ſaid upon this Matter. | 

Firſt, We are oblig'd in Conſcience to obey our Superiors in 
all Things that are reaſonable, and calculated for the publick 
Good. 

Secondly, By diſobey ing this Order, we rey we, as much as in us 
lies, the Cuſtom of Begging, which is the Root of iumimerable 
Diſorders, and as ſuch prohibited for the Benefit of a State, 
and of every City m particular. E 

In the third Place, We indulge in their Idleneſs and Info. 
lence all ſturdy Beggars, and Vagrants, who finding Ways and. 
Means of living without a publick Hoſpital, will make a Jeſt 
of it, and all that belongs to the Settlement for the Diſtribu-- 
ton of Alms. | * 

Fourthly, We ruin at once the Hoſpital it ſelf, by diverting. 
the very Source, and capital Branch of its Maintenance, viz. 
the Alms of private Perſons, who finding they are troubled: 
with Beggars as much as they were before, will not give any 
Thing to the Collectors who go about Gathering for the Hol. 
pital. The Eftabliſhment dropping thus by your Fault, you. 
will certainly be accountable to God Almighty for the Deſtruc- 
tion of Numbers of poor Wretches, who the Means of this 
Hoſpital would have had a Maintenance ; and thus your Cha- 
rity in theſe Circumftances will have been barbarous, and your- 
Alms, inftead of being acceptable to God, will deſerye a ſevere 
Puniſhment both in this and the other World. 5 

VI. Obj. Before an Hoſpital was eftabliſhd, the Poor mere of leſs- 
Charge to the Publick. a n 
Anſw. Any Man that makes this Objection plainly ſhews, he: 
underſtands little of Arithmetick, or that it is not his Cuſtom 
to give Charity to the Poor; nothing being more eaſy to con- 
ceive, than that the Maintaining one third Part of the Poox of a 
City, muſt coſt leſs than the maintaining them all. It is cer- 
tain all the Poor of a City were maintain'd before an Hoſpi- 
tal was thought of; now this Hoſpital diſcards all ſturdy Beg-- 
gars, and Vagrants, who at leaſt make up two Parts in three, 
therefore there only remains one third Part to provide for. 

Beſides, this Number that is taken Care of, having a 
ſettled Allowance of Bread given them every Week, may 
employ that Time at Work, they us'd to ſpend in Bess in; 
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#nd thus get ſomewhat, and become leſs burthenſome to the 
Hoſpital. 

It is true, that thoſe ' who never were us'd to give any Cha- 
rity, will perhaps be aſham'd to ſend away the Deputies that 
will go about Gathering for the Poor without giving them ſome- 
thing, and to theſe it is certain it will coſt ſomewhat more 
but it will coſt much leſs to thoſe who were us'd to give to 
the Poor, as it plainly appears. 

For Inſtance, they us'd to give a Loaf of Bread every Day 
at their Door, that is 365 Loaves of Bread in a Year. Let them 
now give to the Hoſpital that Quantity of Bread at once, or at 
ſeveral Times; or let it be given in Corn, and they will ſave the 
Trouble and Expence of having it ground, fifted, baked, and 
given away at the Door, and oftentimes beſtow'd on Beggars, 
who receive it with one Hand, and try all they can to carry 
off ſomewhat elſe with the other. 

It is certain beſides, that tho? they ſhould give to the Hoſ- 
pital but Half what they us'd to give at their Doors, it will have 
enough to maintain all the Poor who have a Dependance upon 
1. | : | 

VII. Obj. The Poor muſt be ſuffer 'd to live, as they did before. 

Anſw. It is not to 2 Wald. how any Me of Bas Can 
harbour ſuch aThought; and any Thing of a Chriſtian will certainly 
reject it, ſince a Propoſition of this Nature would infallibly 
bring back all the frightful Diſorders Beggary is attended with. 
Whoever may have been of that Opinion, will certainly alter 
his Mind, in Reading the natural and lively Deſcription which 
Lewis Vives Preceptor to the Emperor Charles the V, gives us 
of the Life of Beggars not entertain'd in ſome Hoſpital. Theſe 
are his Words, as we have them in his Book of pb and Means 
of relieving the Poor. Whoever examines the Way of Living, the 
« Vices, and Wickedneſs of Beggars in general, will be ſurpriz'd 
6 to find, there is any Body will look on them, ſo much is all 
« that is given them, thrown away. They ask your Charity 
« with ſuch Importunities, and even Impudence, that they 
« perfectly ſnatch it from your Hands. And for that Reaſon 
c there are many that give nothing at all, and thoſe that do 
e give ſomewhat, do it to get rid of their Importunities. They 
have the Aſſurance to make themſelves Way and go thro? 
<« any Croud, tho” they be ſo filthy ard cover'd with Sores, as 
e to caſt forth from all Parts of their Body a moſt intolerable 
4 Smell. By which they ſhew, how much they love - them. 
ce ſelves, and how little they value any Body elſe, ſince the 
ce take ſo little Care, that other People ſhould not contraC 
ce any Diſtemper from them, 'tho* the Diſtempers they are 
£ troubled with are generally catching. . . 127585 2 
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* It has been obſerv'd beſides, that many among them, do 1 
bring Sores upon themſelves, and enlarge them with certain _— 
Drugge, in order to move more Compaſſion in thoſe that ſee , 
ce them in that Condition: But they do not only disfigure their ""_ 
„1 « own Bodies for the Sake of Lucre, they alſo do the like to 
« their Children, whom they carry to and fro' with them, af- 

ter they have been thus prepar'd. I am acquainted with a 
certain Country, whoſe Inhabitants have made it a conſtant 4 
Cuſtom to rob young Children, and afterwards to eripple them, 4H 
in order to move the more to Compaſſion, by ſuch a Sight, 4 
te thoſe. of whom they ask'd Charity. F 
© There are others who feign themſelves ſick, by ſeveral 
Means, tho' they are perfectly in Health; but when they are 
alone, or that they are oblig'd to declare or ſhew what their 
Diſtemper is, one finds preſently, that nothing ails them. 
Others again will run away, when you ſhew a Deſire of ha- 
ving them cur'd ; and there are lazy Fellows amongſt them, 
who by Reaſon of the great Profit they get, make a Trade of 
their Miſery, and would not change it for another, ſince no 
ce other could be ſo profitable to them. 

© Theſe Wretches that have continually the ſacred Name of 
© God in their Mouths, are of all Men thoſe that have the - 
© leaſt Religion, and think the leaſt on that Supreme Being. 
< They are continually blafpheming with the utmoſt Exceſs and 
« Fury; you ſee nothing among them but Quarrels and Diſ- 
ce 
cc 
cc 


putes, and hear nothing but Curſes and the moſt execrable Im- 
precations : They will for one Farthing forſwear themſelves a a 
thouſand Times, beat one another, and oftentimes murder their 35 
c Companions; and if what you give them, does not anſwer 1 
cc what they expected, they deſpiſe what you gave them, and = 
« abuſe you. | | 4 | "3M 
„ There are ſome Poor ſo very covetous, as to lay up all 
« the Money they get, and die for Want rather than ſpend any 
& of their Stock, tho' it be to ſave their Life. Others will 
« ſpend all they can get in Eating and Drinking. Therefore, one 
« may ſay, they begg not for themſelves, but for publick ö 
\ « Houſes, flattering themſelves with the Hopes of getting as 5 
* cc much the next Day as they have ſpent idly the Night be- 
ce fore; and ſetting no Manner of Value upon what they have, " 
ec 2s being got without any Trouble. | _ 
&« This looſe Way of Living renders the Men and Boys un- 8 - 

« governable, arrogant and cruel, and the other Sex impudent 0 
c and lewd. If any Perſon offers to reprimand them, they _ 
& anſwer with all the Arrogance and Haughtineſs imaginable, 1 
« and immediately cry out, we are the Poor of Jeſus Chriſt, as —_ 
« if our Saviour acknowledg'd for his own ſuch Poor as -_- 
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theſe, ſo directly oppoſite in their Behaviour, to the Holi- 
c neſs of his Life and Converſation ; and who has declar'd, that 
* thoſe were happy, who were poor of Spirit. | 

«© Nevertheleſs, theſe Beggars are oftentimes more arrogant 
« with all their Poverty, than rich People with all their Wealth. 
They hate mortally thoſe who give them nothing, or offer 
< to reprimand them. The only Thing that keeps them from 
< Robbing, is the Fear of being puniſh'd, or Want of an Op- 
* portunity; and if ever they have a fair One, they have 
< no Manner of Regard to the Laws, or the Magiſtrate, ima- 
<< gining that it is lawful for them to do what they pleaſe, by 
« Reaſon they are poor. As they are naturally revengeful 
* make nothing of killing one another, as may be juſtified 
4 by ſeveral Murders committed among them; and whenever 
4 any Commotion happens in a State, there are none that 
* make a greater Havock, or cauſe a greater Diſturbance, 
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